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PREFACE. 

TH£ Papers tbat compoie tibe fir^ of theft 
volumes were miated about eighteen 
years a|no, to which tnere are now added two 
AT three (mall trads | and the verfes are tranf« 
ferred into the fourth volume apart» with the 
addition of Tuch others as we fince have writ- 
ten. The iecpnd apd thii-d will conCiSt of (e- 
veral (mall treatifes in profe, in which a friend 
or two is concerned with vs. 

Having both of u$ been extremely HI treat- 
ed by fome bookfellers, efpecially one Edmund 
QiTUf it was our opinion that the beft n^ethod 
we could take for juftifying outfelves, weul4 
be to publifli whatever loole papers* in pvoib 
and vericy we have formerly written ; not on- 
ly fuch as have already ftolen into the world 
(very much to our regret, andi perhaps verv 
little to our credit) but ftich* as in any proba- 
bility hereafter may run the .fame fate ; hav- 
ing been obtained irpm us by the importunity^ 
and divulged by the in()iii:retion of friencis, 
although retrained by profnifes, which few of 
them are ^ver known* to obferve* and often 
think they makje us a compliment in brea|cing» 

But the caniii^uences have been ((ill wprfe : 
'We have been intitled, and ^ave had our 
names prefixed at |engtn,' to whole volumes 
of n^an pcodlu6lion$, equally offenHve to good 
manQersi and good fen{e» which we never fi^w 
noi' heard of till t)iey appeared in print. 

For a forgery in fetting a falfe name to a 

^ritingi which m^y prejudice tmotljer'^ for- 
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tune^ the law puniflies the offender with the 

loTs of his ears \ but has inflifled no adeauai^e 
penalty for fdch, as prejudice another s re- 
putation in doing the fame thing in ' print ; 
though all and every individual book, \o fold 
under a fal(e name, are roanifeftly fo many 
feveral and multiplied forgeries. 

Indeed' we hoped, that the good nature, or 
at Icaft the good judgment of the world, 
would have cleared us n-om the imputation of 
fuch things, as had been thus charged upoit 
t^s by the malice of enemies, the want of 
judgment of friends, the unconcern of indif- 
ferent perfons, and thb confident affertiont of 
bookfelleis. 

We are aHiamed to find fo ill a tafte pre- 
vail, as to make it a neceffary work to do this 
juftice to ourfclves. It is very poffible for 
any author tovfrritc below himlelf ; either his 
iuDJefl not proving fo fruitful, 'or fitted for 
him, as he at firS imagined j or his health, 
or his, humour, or the prefent difpofltion of 
his mind, unqualifying him at that jtrn£lure : 
However, if he pofielled any difttngui/hin^ 
marks ,of ftyle, or peculiarity of thinking, 
there would remain in his teaft fuccelsful wri- 
tings fome few tokens, whereby perfont of ' 
tarfc might difcover him. 

But, fmce it hath othcrwife fallen oiit, vfk 
think we have fufficiently paid for our want 
of prudence, and determme for the future to 
be lefs communicative s Or I'ather, having 
done with fuch amufemtnts, we are refblved 
tp give up what wt cannot fairly difbwn, tb 
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Imrity of criticty the malke of peribnai 
miest and the indulgence of frienas. 
We sre forry for the fatire interfperfed ia 
me of thefe piecet upon a few peoplei from 
whom the higneft provocations nave been re- 
ctmd> md who by their condufV fince have 
lliewn, that they liave not yet forgiven us the 
wrone they did* It is a very unlucky cir- 
cmnraice to be obliged to retaliate the in«- 
jwries of fuch authors, whofe works are fo 
loon forgotten^ that we are in danger already 
9i appearing the flrft aggreflbrs. It is to be 
lamentedy that yirgil let pafs a line, which 
told pofterity he had two enemies called Ba* 
^mttwadAUeviuj* The wifeft way is not once 
fo name them, but (as the madman advifed 
the grntleman, who told him he wore a fword 
to kill his enemies) to Ut tbem alone and they 
mfUl Me of tbemfihes. And according to this 
mle wt have a6l«d throughout all thofe wri«> 
tingSy which we defined for the prefs : but 
in thele, the publication whereof was not ow<» 
hig to our foliy^ but that of others, the omif- 
fion of the names was not in our power. At 
theworft, vrecan oidy give them that liberty 
now for fomethinflr, which they have fo many 
yeiirs ex^ci(ed lor nothing, of railing and 
icribiin^ agatnft us. And it is fome com*- 
meodation, that we have not done it all this 
virbile, but avoided publicly to chara^erife 
any pcrlbn without long experience, Nonum 
fnemafttr in mmnum is a good rule for all wri- 
ters of cha rafters ; becaufe it may ..happen to 
thofe, who vent praife or cenfure too piecipi* 
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fately, d9 it did to an eminent Ej^H/h'p&etp 
who cetebrated a youqg nobleman for ene^ng 
JDrydefi!z moaument vpen apromtfe, whicli kis 
Jordlhip forgot, till it was done by anotlKr* 

In regard to two peHbns only we wift oar 
raillery, though evbr fo tender, or-tcfenc*- 
ment, tiiotigh ever fo juft, had not been in- 
dulged- We fpeak of Sir ^bit Fanbrkgb^ 
who was a man of wit, and of honour 9 auii4 
ofMr* AdeHfofiy whoTc name d^rv^s aU le* 
fyi^ from every lover of learning. 

We cannot aeny (and perhaps moft «rnt«f» 
cf onr kind have been in the fame circom* 
ilances) that in feveral parl» of oi(ir liv<»Sa aiWI 
according to the difpofitiont we were in, wfe 
have written fome things, Which we may wslk 
never to have thought on* Some ia)|lc8of le- 
vity ought to be imputed tp youth, foppofed in 
charity, as it was in trutb^^ to be the time m 
which vft wrote them ;) o^ers to the gaict]r 
t>f our mhnds at certain junf^ures common !• 
ell men. ^ ThepuUi^ngof th$fe, which we 
cannot difown, and without our ^onfent, ii^ 
I think, a greater in jury, than that of afcrib^ 
ing io us the mod mipid ppodu^ons, mhidk 
we can wholly deny. 

Thia has been ufuaHy praCtifed in oAcr 
countries after a man^sdeceafei which in a great 
meafure accounts for that mantfeft imqiuMtp 
found in the works of the bell authors j tro 
coUeftors only confid«rinfir, that ib many more 
ihects rai(e the pric^ of the book ; and the 
•gi-eater fame a writer is in pofiefllon of, the 
-more of fuch traih ho may bear to have tacked 
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to hkn, Tfms it is snp«feiitiy the editor*^ 
intereft to tnfcrt what m autbor^e fudginent 
had r^tSM 4 «nd t»t k always taken to in- 
tnr^pcrie thele additions in fuch a manner^ 
Aat fcttct any book of conlequence can be 
boaght) witfamit fmrchafing fomething un* 
trarthy lof theotttnor along with it. 

Bnk in our own country it is ftili worfe c 
Tbofe very bookfellersv who have fiipported 
ikemO^vtt ufX)!!- an anthov^s f^me while he 
inrH> have done their ntmoft after bis death 
•a leflea it by (bcb pi*a£ticet i- Even a man^i 
M «ditf ia not fecnre from bding expoM in 
yriat $ whereby his mo'ft pal-ticuiat regards^ 
and even his dying tenderntfTes are laid open: 
It has been kumoTouily faid, that fomts have 
Mked the •'ery jakes for papers ieft there by 
Mtenofwit-. Bntit i«ivo)eft to affimi^ that 
Ihe cabitietrof the€ek» knd theclofets of the 
dead, have 1>ecn bt«ke«ipen and rahfacked to 
fwbltfti ^dar pfkfate itttirSf and divulge to ali 
aaaakind the moft fecret fentiments send inter- 
cenrfe of friendlkip. Kay» thefe felkrws are 
arrived tothathei|^ of tmaudenee, that^ when 
ait aibthor liat publicly cfifiywhed a ipuriont 
■iece» they have difpated hit own name with 
iriari in piftnted advertifementt ^ whikh has 
been |>ni^ired to Mr. Cbngnfueinid Mr. PK^r. 

We as« fhercfore compelled, 'm rbfpe^l to 
armii, to fbbaiit to a very great hardihtp $ to 
own fvch pieces at in o«it ftrifter }ndgment& 
we wo)^id hav« ftipprdled for ever: We aiie 
abliged to confefs, that this whole col)e^on» 
in a maiiMry con^Afs of Vhat we. not only 
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thought unlikely to reach the future, but tm- 
worthy even of the prefent age % not our Jin* 
dies, but our follies J notourworksj butovr 
idienefles. 

' Some comfort however it is, that allof 
them are inaocent, and moft of them, fligltt 
as they are, had yet a moral tendency } eidwr 
to foften the virulence of parties agatnft cadi 
other'; or to laugh out of countenance fosne 
vice or folly of the time 4 or to difcredit tie 
impofuions of quacks and falfe pretenders «» 
fcience ; or to humble the aiToganoe of iIk 
fU-natured and envious $ in a word, toldb 
the 'vanity^ and promote the good hunnmr of 
mankind. ' * , 

Such as they- are, we mull in truth com&fii^ 
they are oursy and others ihould injuftice lse« 
iieve, they are all that are wrs* If any d»M 
dfe has been printed, in which wejreally haS 
any hand, it is either intoleiably imperfoS^ 
for loaded with ipurious additions 3 fomedimv 
even wi^ infertions of mens names, wAiidh 
we never meant, ^and for whom we have an 
efttem and refpeft. Even thofe pieces, » 
which we. are leaft injured, have never Ibeim 
been printed from the true copies^ or with a«^ 
tolerable degree of <;orre£lners. We declspcw 
that this colleflion contains every piece, wihkiL 
in the idleft humour we have wrjcttep 3 not on- 
ly Aieh, as came under our review or conec- 
tion ) • but many others, which however iisft- 
nifhed, are not now in our power to fupprefi^ 
Wbatfoever. was in our own poflefilon at die 
publiAiing hereof, or of which no copy 
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gone abroitdy wc have aAually dtStTOjtd, to 
j>feve.it all poflibi]ity of the like treatment. 

Tbefe Tolames Ukewife will contain all the 
papers, wherein we have caTuall^ had any 
fhare ; particularly thofe written in conjunc- 
tion with our friends. Dr. Arbuthnot and Mr. 
Gajf \ and laftly, all this fort corapored fingly 
by either of thofe hands. The reader is there* 
fore defired to do the fame juftice to thefe our 
friends* as to us ^ and to be alTured that all the 
thim^ called our wnfceUanies (except the works 
6f Jlixander Pope^ publilhed by B, L'mtoty ifl 
MorlOy aBdfiUo^ in f 717 } thofe of Mr. Gaj 
by y. Ton/on^ in quarto^ in 1710 i and as ma- 
ny of theie mifceUanies as have been formerly 
printed by Benj. Tooh) are abiblutel^ fpun- 
ousy and without our confent impoied upoa 
the public. 

Twickenham, . JONAT. SWIFT, 

A%a7,i7a7. ALEX. POPE. . 
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THE followiiis difbourfe is a kind of re> 
fnonftrahcein behiSf of ktiigfF^Aiimrand his 
friends, agaihft the prbceedings of the hopaf^ 
of commons ; and was {Hiblimed during the 
xircefs of partiatnent in the fummer of 1701^ 
^rnh a view, to engage them in milder mea- 
fiiiei when they flipuld meet again. 

At this time Lewis XIV. was making largt 
ftrides towards univerfal monardiy j plotsf 
tfere cair^mg On at St. Girmtdns j the Dmtcb 
had acknowledged the diike of Attjou. as king 
|}f S^ain^ and king William was made ex-i 
frcmely tineafy by the Yiolence with which 
hiany of bis minifitrs and -chief favountet 
larere pnrfbed by the commons % the kin^, td' 
^p'eaie their refentment^ had made ieveral 
imangeiK, in %is miniftry, and nemowd fome 
bf his -moft fkithfiil ierv^nts from ffoees of the 
higheft tnift and dignity : this .expedient^ 
however, had proved ineifeAnaL and the 
comhYons ^rfifted in their oppofitkito $ they 
began by impeaching Wiinam Bentmckt earl 
of Portland^ groom of the ftole; and pro- 
ceeded to the impeachment of John Somers, 
baron Somers of Evejbam, firtt lord keeper, 
afterwards lord chancellor $ Edfumrd RuJJel^ 
earl oiOrfwdy lord treaCbrerof the navy, and 
one of the lords commiflioners of the admiral- 
^ I and Charles Movntague, earl of Halifax f 
bne'bf'the commifitonersof the treafury, and 
afterwards chancellor of the exchequer. Its 
general purport is to damp the warmth of the 
commons by ihewing that the meafures they 
purfued had a dire£l tendency to bring on the 
tyranny, which they profeiled to oppofe ; and 
the particular cafes of the impeached loirds are 
paralleled in Athenian chara^ers. 


DISCOURSE 

bF T HE ' 

CONTESTS MdDISSBKTlONS 

KOBUks and the COMMONS 

ATH£NS and ROME; 

¥MB(li tike Con&qttences %hey lad Upon 
both thofe Sx'AiTEs. 

>^ Si fSn nfera tndeftir. 


Dedimamsf ^ fifklfa kft^ acehigitk ^okttk. 

Lvcit; 

Written iia tfic iTear i yoi . 

C li A P, I,. 

IT is «greed» that in til government tlier^ 
is aniSbfohite tiitlimitedl povi^ry Which ny- 
toradiy and orijpnalW feeiM f6 be phiced in 
tiK wnolebod/y \vhereinar the executive part 
of it liet. Thrs holds in the b6dy natura) } 
for wbetcver we phce the beginning of mo- 
B» wheAier frolki the head> or the heart, 
die aauBai ^ritt in geaeral> the bodv 
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troves an4 a6ls by a conlent of all its paitt« 
This tinlimited power, placed fupdamcntallj 
in the body of a people, is vrhat the beft le- 
giflators ot all ages have endeavoured, in thcir 
]&veral fchemes or inftitutions of govemmcnty 
to depofit in j iuch hands as would prefenrc 
the people from rapine and oppreflion within, 
as well as ytolenqe -from without. Moft of 
them feem to agree in this, that it was a tnift 
too great td be dbmmitted to any oiiei man* or 
afferobly, and therefore they left the right ftill 
in the whole body ; .but the admlniftration or 
executive part in the hands of fthe en^ die 
/(pw, or ihc^numyy' into which- three powers 
all independent bodies of men feem naturallr 
to divide; ftnr. iyy all I have read;ofjthaK 
innumerable .and petty commonwealths ia 
Italy f Greece^ and ^tcily^ as well as the great 
ones of Carthage and Rome, it feema tOL^ne, 
that a free people met together, whether by 
(ompa^9 ot family -governments as foon as they 
fall into any a6^s of civil fociety, do of them-^ 
felves divipeintofhree powers; Theiirft it 
that of fome one eminent fpirit, who, having 
fipnalifed his valcui' and fortune in defence c» 
his country, or by the practice of popular aits 
at homer «omes to have great influence Ofi Ifie 
fieople^ to grow their leader in warlike expc 
ditions, and to prefide, after a forti in wir 
civil afiemblies $ and this is grounded upte 
the principles of nature and cpmmon reafoii, 
which in all ,diiHcnkies -or dangers, wha« 
prudence or courage is required, do jcathrr 
jncite us ^ojyfor counfid or .sd]iJ&aiis;e t9«« 

i. . iinglc 


In ATHENS AND ROME* . 

fing]t perfon, than a multitude. The fecond 
natural c^ivifion of power is of fUch men, who 
have acquired large poflefHons, and conle- 
quently dependencies^ or defcend from ancef- 
tors who nave left them great. inheritances, 
together with an heieditiCry authority. Thcfe 
cauly uniting in thoughts and opinions, and 
a£ling in concert, begin to enter upon mea* 
furci for fecuring their properties, which are 
beft upheld by preparing again ft invafiona 
from su>road, and maintaining peace at home } 
this commences a great couitcil or fenate of 
nobles for the weighty affairs of the nation. 
The laft divifion is 4>f the jpeople, whofe part 
of power is p;reat and indilputabl^, whenever 
.they can unite either col!eftivcly,^or'by de- 
putation, to exert It. Now the three foi*ms 
of groverhmcnt, fo generally known in the 
fchools, differ only by the avil adminiflrati- 
on being placed in the hands of one, or Ibme- 
times two, (as in Sparta) who were tailed 
iwgj I or in a fenate, who were railed the 
nobles i pr in the people colle6hve or reprc* 
fentativej who may be called the commont* 
Each ofthefe had frequently the executive 
oower in Gnece^ and fometimes in Kfmu : 
out the power in the laffc refort vtras always 
meant by the legiflatprs to be held in balance 
among alf three. And it will be an eternal 
. rale in politics AmonjB^ every free people, that 
there U a balance or power to be carefully 
held by every ftate within itf Jf, as well As 
ampng reveral ftates with each other. 
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^ The ti^c meaning of a balaft'cc of power, 
eithei* Without or within a ftare, is belt con* 
ccived by cox^fidenng, /whit the 'hattrre >f 'a 
palance is. Jt fuppofes three thin^? : Firft, 
the part wHicK.held^ together with the hand 
that hoId» It i and then the two fcal'es, with 
phatev^ is weighed therein. Kow co'nlider 
leveral (bites in a neighbourhood ; In order to 
prefervc peace between thefe ilates, 1t fa n^- 
ceiTary khey Ibould be formed into a baldnct, 
i/vheieof one or inorq are to be dire^loi's, who 
aie to divide the reft into ecjual fcaleg, and 
lipon cczafion remove from one Tnto the othet, 
or elfe fall witl^ their 6wn weight into the 
ligbteft ^ ^ in a ftate within itfel^ the baknde 

. snuft be held by a third hand, who is to deal 
the remaining .povtrer witli the utmoft elfaSl- 
siefs into the ieyefal fcales. Now it is tx^t 
neceitaryy that the p^wer &oulcl be equally 
divided between thefe three ; for <the balance 
may be held by the weakeR:, who, by his ad- 

. drefs and con4u6:, reihbving from either fcale, 

, and adding of his own, may keep th^ fcales 
duly poifed. . Such, was that of the two kin^a 

:of Sparta f the cqhfular power ih .Ri^^^, that 
of the kings of Media befoTe the reign oi Cf^ 
ruSf as reprefented by Xenopbon^ and that 
of the (everal limited ftates in the CothU in- 
ftituticn. 
When the balance is broken, whifther by, 

. ithe n.i;gligence^ foUy> ojr weaknefs of ttxe hand 
that held i^.or by weidbts fallen into dther 
fcaie, the power w^ll never. cohtTnue long hi 
•<|ual div|uoa between the remaining parties, 

but. 
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but, tilt^h6 h^tnct h &^cd anew, tnllnin 
intlrely into one. T^is gives the txU'dl ac- 
count of '^hat is'tind^^rflbod in the mdft an- 
Tient zhi a|>pi^Ved Oi^kii authors by th'e iivord 
7)r<i»»y| which is not Aieant for wt fehfing 
of the tmcoVitroUbd or ab^lute power into 
the hailds of aTingte peiTon, (as m^ijr Aiper- 
itctal men have ^ofly mifttilcen^ but fbr the 
. breaking of t^e balance by Whatever hand, 
aibid leaving i!h^ )[k>^er wholly fti t>iie feale : 
For fyr/mty ahd UfurpatkH 1)1 a ftate "^st by 
no means confined to any txumberi as might 
eafily appear i¥ofn eitample^ though \ and, be- 
caute the pokt is linaterisd, I ihall cite a few 
to'prdvfe it. 

The * Romans faavihg Tent to AthenSf and 
the Creek Mtitfttalj^ for the cbpiet of the 
beft 1a#s, chofe ten leg^ators to put thein 
Into fonh, and, durinjg the 'ex^rcffe of their 
oMce, fiiifpi^nd^d die coniular power, leaving 
-die admihiftiiatiOn df affairs in their hands. 
Tbefe very hien, though choi^n for ilrch m 
WOi'k, as the digelfttiig a bodv bflim for the 
government of a fr(:e ft^te, d!d llhtiiediately 
ufiHp artsitrary poWcfr : rati ftto iill the forms 
of it, iiad their guairds Aai ijpies aft«r ^e 
praftice of the tyrants bftlS^ofe^kes, affected 
Vngly i(4tc, deRi'oyed the nobles, and op* 
preiTed the P^p^e » oiie of them bihoctedfng fo 
far, as' to ^nd^avour to force a lady of great 
virtue : thfe very crlnJe, which gave occaiion 
io the expulixon of the regal power but (7xty 

y«aM 
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yjq,ve befoi*e, a$ this attempt did to that of 
the Decemvir L v ., . 

The JEpbari in Sparta w^re at iirft onlv cer- 
tala perions deputed by the. kings to juage in 
civil matters, while ./i&^ were employed in the 
warsi, The^ men'at feyeral times ufurped 
the abfolute authority^ and were as ci^uel ty« 
rant9»> as any in their age. • 

SoQix f ^er the luifortun^te expedition in- 
to Slo^^f the Atbtnians choie four hundred 
men for the adminiftrati^n of afFairs, who be- 
came a body of tyr^ts, ^nd were" called. In 
the lapgiuge of thofe a^es, an oiigarcby^ or 
the tyranny of the fnv i under' which iiate- 
ful denomination they were iboii after depo- 
fcd in greutxafe by the peop)e.« '■ - 

. When t AfS^ff^ was fyhdued by Lyfandtf^ 
\<t appointed thirty rhen for the adminillration 
of, that city, who immediately fell into the 
rajokeil tyranny : but this was not all ; for, 
conceiving their power not founded on a bafs 
larg^ enough,, they Admitted three thoufaiid 
into a mare of the governments apd^^ thus for- 
tified, becanae the cruelleft tyrahrtyupori re- 
cord. THey murdered in cpld bl9od great 
numbers of , the Tt>eft men, . without, any pro- 
vocation, ixoxa the mere luft of cruelty, like 
Nero QX Caligujifl, This was. fiicli a numbfcr 
pi* tyrants together,^ as amounted. |o near' a 
third pait of the whole city; for tXekopb^n 
telb us, that the city contained,, about t^n 

thpv- 

^ Thacyd. lib. S. f Xenoph, de Rebus Graec. 
1. 2. X Megiorab. Ubt }• 
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thoufiind houff^s » allowing one nyzn to eveiy 
houTe who poul^ have any (hare in the govern- 
mentj (the reft confHlmg of women, children, 
and fervants) and making other obvious abate- 
ihents, thefe tyr^ts^ it" .they ,had been care- 
ful to inhere ^together, might have been a 
inaior4tt «ven of uie people colleftive. 

In • the tune pf the.iecond Fuiik y/jux.^ the 

balance of power in tartbage was got <^n the 

'fide of t^e people^ and this to a degree, [that 

' fome aumors reckcin ^lie government .to have 

been aniong'themaj|(9/sur«/i0^/^M/, qx: tyranny 

if th$ commons \ wmcb it Teems they were at 

all tijhes apt to fall into, and was at laft a** 

mong the c'auies that, ruined their ftate: and 

. the irequent murders of their generals, which 

-f Diodorpu tells us wa^ grown to an ellab}i(li- 

cd cuftoni' among them, may be another vtk- 

ftance, that tyranny is confined to numbers. 

I (hall mention but. one ^example more a- 

roong a great nuni^ber;^'that niight be produ« 

* ced 5 J it is i*elated by the author laft tited. 

The oratort of the {people zt'ArgoJf (whether 

you will ftyle them, in modern phrale, great 

fpeakers of ibs boufe j or only> in genera], re- 

prefeniatives of the pepple. colUillve) ftirred 

,up the commons agauift the hoblesV of \yhonri 

1600 were murdered at onee \ and, at la(i, the 

orators themfelves, becaufe they left off their 

accufations, or, to fpeak intelligibly, becaufe 

they luitbdrew their impeacbments \ having, It 

feems, raifed a fpirit they were not able to 

' lay. 

• Poljb. Frag, Ub. 6. f ^^* *©•• t ¥^'}^* 
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lay. And' tl^s 1^ circutxfftatt€e». as catts 
haVe iatdy ilood^ may perhaps be Vi^ofth no- 
thing. ' < 

From iMisit hath been already advahc^d^ f^ 
Vbrat Itobciiiiioins may be drawn : 

Tir^^ T'hat a mixed j^overntoetf^t, b&rtak- 
ing of-diekhownfor^s receiVidln l!he uihbals, 
is bynt> meahs df Gofbic irivention, but hath 
pUee hitiaruire andreafoh, Teems very wdl to 
«gtciB ih^ith 'the fentirtiem- of l^itfetbi's, find to 
have ^eii •foll'dwed in 'itioft^ftates, 'yheth^r 
theyha'^eja'pp'teredtindet the hkme oif monar- 
chieii, iriftdtfhiries, or debiCx^racies i for oAt 
io ntentidh *^e fevera) repUbK^s of this bdhi- 
pofition in GtiUl'^wdCerhianj, defcVibed by 
C^e/dr zxiATacOtus-i HfyMUs tdlSTilS, the heft 
govemAibit Is tlht, v^hich cdnfifts' of'thifee 
torins, * regfio, dptimitdumy '^ 'pdpuliimp'erfi i 
which maybe fai»%'tr^'fatrd, the*//?^, Urds, 
land ebn^iu. ^ ^Stach v^^as fhit of Sparta^ m 
its primitive inAirutidn ^"^ 'Lycufg^sJi who, 
obfervin'g ^he^ori'uptions and deprav£^i6ns 'k» 
which <fevfery of thefe <^a8 fnbjfe^, compound-: 
cd his fchemeout of all j fo that it was made 
\t^ of regiSyfiniores, ^ topulus. Such alfo 
was thCTCitedF Rtme^v&^r its confuls ; artd 
the ainhdr tells us, that the Romans fell upon 
this moUcl purely by chance,, (which I take 
to have be)en nature and commoh reafbn). biit 
the SpaHant by thought and deiign. And 
fuch at Carthage was the f fumma mpuhlico'f 
%r pdwer in the laft tefbirt $ for they had their 

kings 

^ ingpa. fib. tf. • fti.k. 
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king^ called fi^f^tes^ and a fenatte which hail^ 
the power of nob^^ and the fedfU had a ihare* 
cftabliih'ed too. 

Sictrndfy, It will follow^ That thofe ret- 
Ibnersy who employ fi> much oJF their eeal^ 
their wit, and their leifttne for the upholding 
the balance of power in ChriftcDdom, at the 
fiune time that by their prances they are cn^ / 
deav«uring to dcftrov it at home, ans aot i«ch 
mighty patriots, or lo much in the true inter* 
eft of their counny, as they would afleft to 
be thought } but ftem to bie employed like a 
maui who pulls down with his nght hand 
^trttdX he has heen building with his left. 

nif^y^ This makes appear the etror of 
thoib, who think it an uncontR>llab]e maiiim« , 
that power is always fafer lodged hi mamr 
hands than iaone : for> if thefelnany hands 
be mad^ up only from one of the diree divi* 
fions befoi^-melitionedy it is |f»lam hom, thoft 
examples aliieady produced^ and eafy to bt 
|>aralKled in 6ther ages and covmrie^ tiiat 
thev art as capable of enAavihg the natioiH 
wtti. of ^vnk all tannner of tyxmnny and op- 
|>re#ioi), a(i It i^ poiRble for a ilngle pei-lbA 
to be, dioufjh we fhonld fuppofe tb^ nunw 
ber not only to be of four -or ifiva hunidred, 
but above fluee tbo«ffiind. 

A^cm^ It is ^nluliM from what has been 

lkid» that, m or&#'to preferVethe balance in. 

a mixed ftatt, thfe Ifnlics «f power' dcbofited 

with each party ought to be afccrtained, and 

j^erallv knMm. The defo^ of thir fis the 

caoib^.tnAt introduces thole ftnigglings in a 

ftate 
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ftate abdtit prgrogatifve and Ubertj^ about in<- 
eroachments of the fpw upon the rights oi 
the'/cAiry, and of the many upon the privi- 
legts oi the few^ .which ever did, and ever 
'wii^concrude in a tyranny \ firft either of the 
/i?»iU,'orthe«r^, but at fa ft infallibly of a 
iirigle perfon : for, whichever. of the three di^* 
vi&m^. ixia jftals is up.o» the/fpramble for 
itU)i%,,pQvwr.tha» its own, (as one or other of 
thera generally is) unlefs due care can be taken 
by the other two, upon every pew queftion 
tliatarifesy they will be lure to decide in fa- 
.vouil of tkemielves, talk much of inherent 
right ; tlwy v^ill nourish up a dormant pow* 
er, and rd^rve. privileges in. petto ^ to exert 
upon .occafidns, to ferve expedients,. and tp 
urge upon necdiities; they w^U make large de* 
niands^ and fcanty conceflions, ever coming 
off confideca}>le gainers : .thus at length the 
balance is br6ke, and tyranny let in \ firom 
vrhicfa door of the three it matters not. 

Tp pretend, to a declarfititve right upon any 

;ojCQafion ^hatfiiever, is little lefs than to make 

ufe of the' whole power f-thM is, to declare 

«n opinion to be law, whipl|^^.ha^ always been 

contefted, . or .perhaps never fiailed at all be- 

jfere/uch. an- incident brought it on the ftage^ 

Not to confent to the eoa^jng of fuch a law, 

which has i»» view begdj^.tbe jsenera] good, 

.iHilefs. another Jaw (hall at ^heiwe ^inie pafs^ 

: wiUi no other view but that of advancing ^e 

.power of- one party alone ;. what is this 

bat to. claim, a poiitive Toic^, aa vftW as ^ ne;- 

• ' ;. i . ,. ',. „: -gatiycj? 
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gadve ? * To pretend that great changes and 
alienat^ns of property have created new and 
^reat dependencies, and confequently ne^ 
additions of power, as fome rearonen have 
done, is a nioft dangerous tenet. If domi* 
XUQB vnttk follow property, let it follow ia 
the fame pace $ for change in property thro* 
the bulk of a nation makes flow marches, and 
its due povrei; always attends; it. To conclude, 
that whatever attempt is begiin by an alTem- 
bly, ought to be purfued to the end, without 
regard to* the grcateft incidents that may hap- 
pen to alter the cafe : to count it mean, and 
below the tiignitj of a bou/ki taquit a profe^ 
cutibn y to refbfve upon a conclufion befoi-e 
it isjpoffible to be appnfed of the premises $ 
to act thus, I fay, is to zfftdt not only abfo- 
lute power, but infallibility too. Yet fuch 
pofuW aifi^mbKes engaged in, for want of 
Bxmg the. due limits offower and frkjilege.. 
Great changres may mdeed be made in a 
goverament, yet the form continue) and tlie 
balance be hefd.i but large intervals of time 
inuft pafs between every fuch innovation, c- 
3U}uga to melt down and make it of a piece 
with the eonilitution. Such, we ai^told, 
; ■•, , '. were 

• T&tttfiams to allode to a ^raAice of thle houf^ 
of ceoimoas called Tacking: wlacn^^ify Aifpef^ed 
tbatafavourito bill would be rejected, they tacked 
it to' a money -(ull^ ^nd at it was not poifible to pro* 
ceed ^itbpqt thq ivpply, and. as i^.ttec^me nt^dlUvf 
lo rejeA or receive both tl)e bills thus tacked tQgether, 
this expe45efkt'^erfa£tlyalVfwered Its pur^otb; " ' 
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^irttt tHe proceedings of^^Mr^ wEen hetnlM 
deiied anew the -Atbeman commonweftltii f 
and Mrhcat convnlfions in oin* own, >a« JireH at; 
other ftates, have been bivd by a negleft of 
dih hfle, is fi^& and notorious cnoogli: ik 
it too fixm in confcience to repeat this error 

>Havmg ihewn, that diqpre is a nlUiural ba- 
lance of power in all fret ftatety and boinr it 
hath been divided^ fometimes by -the people 
tJhenifelves, as in Rtme^ at others by aie mv* 
Actions of the l^^iOators, as in theifenral 
ftates of Oritct and ^c'ify% the next! thing it 
to emnine^ what methods haye beieh tHken 
to break or overthrow ^is bakinee, whidi 
every one of the three parties hath continu* 
ally endeavoured, as opportunities haVe ienr* 
cd i as might appear from the ftories of moft 
ages uid countries : for iibfohifte pow«r in m 
particular ftdte is of the fanhe nattiife with 
univei'&l monarchy in feversd ilabs* adjoin* 
ing to eadi other.- So tendkfe and exoi4>itaiit 
are the defirrs of men, Whether confidered ait 
their peribns or their ftates^ that tbev wilt 
gi-afp at. all) and can form no fi:hfimc of |rer* 
ibft hapjpmvfs vnth lefs. Er^rfmce mcen htMW 
Iwen united into governments, the hopes and 
endeavours after univerfal monarchy have 
iieen ^indied among them, from the rdgn 
of Nims tdPthis of the mfp cbrijUiak king $ ift 
^hich piiffttits commonwe^Llths h^Ve'had their 
tharfe as '^eii as mdnarchs : fo the AiBeftiansp 
Ihe Sfifrtans^ the Tbebans, and Ithc Acbaiaus^ 
Ui£l ii^ver^ times aim at the vniverrid monarr 

• chjr 
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chy of Gneci s fo th« commonwealths of Gsr- ^ 
iBage and Jtoffitf afFcfted the uttiverfal monar* 
thy of the thru known world. In like man- 
ner hath abfolut^ power been purfued by the 
leveral parties of each particular date i where- 
in, fingte oerfons h^ye met with moit Aiccefji, 
tho* tftc endeaYOHnrs of they rot; and the many 
'-liave been ftreqijcn tenon gh : yet being neither 
ib uniform in their deiign$, nor fo direa in their 
>riews, they neither could manage nor main- 
*tain the power they had got ; but vyere ever 
'cieceired by the populari^ and ambition of 
ibme £ngle perfon. So that it will be always 
"a wrong ftep in jiolicy, for the nobles or com^ 
mans to carry their endeavours after power fo 
fary as to overthrow Ithe balance \ apd it 
would be enough to damp their warmth in 
ibch pttrfuits, if they could once r^e6l» that 
in fuch a cburfe (hey will be fure to run upon 
the; very rock, that they meant to s^void ; 
'which, I fuppofe, they would have i^s think, 
is the tyr^nQy of a fmgle perfon. 
^' M^7 examples mignt be produced of the 
imdeavburs of each of weie three rivals aftei* ab> 
ioh^tt power ; but I ihsdl i\iit my drfcourfe to 
^e tim^ I ai^ writing In, and relate only fuch 
difientibhs In dreete and Rome^ between the 
'mblet and eimmons% with the, confequences of 
them, wherein the latter were the aggreffors. 
X fhall begin with Greecty where niy qbfer- 
v^itions ihall be confined tQ^Atbens^ though 
ieveral inftances might be brought from other 
-ftates thereof, • 

CHAP. 
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0/ tbi dijfentions iff Athens, bettveen tbf ie^ 

and tbe many. 

THESEUS is the firft,. who is recorded 
with any appearance of truth to have 
brought the Grecians from a barbarous man- 
ner of life, among fcattered villages^^into ci- 
ties \ and to haf e eftablilhed the popular fiati 
in Athens f afligning to himfelf the guardian- 
fhip of the laws and chief command in war. 
He was forced after fome time to leave the 
Atbsnians to their own meafures upon account 
of their feditious tempers, which ever conti- 
nued with them, till the final diflblution of 
. their governmei^t by the Romans. It feems, 
the country about Attica was the moft barren 
of any in Greece \ through which means it hap- 

fened, that the natives were never expelled 
y the fury of invaders, (who thought it not 
worth a conqueil) but continued always Abo* 
rigines\ and therefore retained through al) re*^ 
Volutions a tinflure of that turbulent ipi^it» 
wherewith their government begaiw This 
inftitutioft of ^befeus appears to have been ra- 
ther a fort of mixed monarchy, than a popu- 
lar fta^e, and I for aught we know, might con- 
tinue fo during the feries of kings till the 
death of Codrus, From this lad prince Solon 
was faid to be defcended ; who, .fipding the 
people engaged la two violent faflions of 
the poor and h« rich, and in great confn- 

fioa 
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iSon thereupon; refafihg the raonarchyy which 
was offered hini} chofe rather to caft the go- 
▼emment after another model, wherein ht 
made due proviHons for fettling the balance 
of power, chufing a fenate of four hundred, 
and difj^siihg the ma^iftracies and ofRces ac- 
cording to men^s eftates \ leaving to the mul- 
titude their voteg in electing, and the power 
of judging: certain proceffes by appeal. This 
council of four hundred was cholen, onehun^ 
dred cut of each tribe, and feems to have been 
a body reprefentative of the people : though 
the people colle^ive referved a (hare of power 
to themfelves. It is a point of hiftory per- 
plexed enough; butjhus much is certain, 
that the balance of power was provided for; 
elfe Pifi/ratuSf called by authors the tyrant 
of Athens^ could never have governed fo peace* 
ably, as he did, * without changing ^ny of 
Solon's laws. Thefe feveral powei-s, together 
with that of the arcbon or chief magiftrate, 
matle up the form of govemmeht in Atbenr^ 
sit what time it began to appear upon the icene 
of a£lion and (lory.. 

The firft gKeat man bred up under this in* 
ftitution was Mihiadis^ who livtd about nine- 
ty years after Solw^ and is reckoned to have 
been the firiV gi^t captain, not only of Athens^ 
but of all Gnece^ From the time of M'Uti^ 
iules to that of Pbocion^ who is looked upon 
as thelaft famous general of Atbem^ are about 
1 30 ycarg : after vtrhich they were fubdued and 

infultedl 
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infuked by Alexatuier*s cajf>taiiis» and conti- 
nued under feveral revolubons a fmall ti-uck-. 
|ing ftat£» of no name or reputation, till they 
ieU with the reft of Grs^ce under the poorer of 
Alt Rotiiant, 

Duiing this period irom MUtiadet to Pbod^ 
OM, I ihall trace the conduft of the Atbgnkms 
with relation to their diflentions between the 
people and fome of their generals ^ who at 
that timey by their pow^ and credit in the 
army, in a warlike commonwealth^ and often 
fupported by each other* were^ with the ma- 
gtifa*ates and other civil officers z, fort of 
counterpoife to the power of the people, who 
iince the death of Salon had already made 
great incroachments. What thefe difienti* 
ons were, how founded, and what the con- 
fequences of them, I ihalL briefly and impar- 
tially relate. 

I muft here premiie, that the uobUs in A" 
tbens were not at this time a corporate aflfem- 
]bly, that I can gather ; therefore the refent- 
nsents of the commons were uiually turned 
againft particular perfons, and by way of ar» 
ticles of impes|chment. Whereas the com- 
mons in Rome^ and fbme other ftates, as wiU 
appear in a proper place, l3ioagh theyfc^low^ 
ed this method upon occafidn, jret generally 
purfued the enlargement of their power ' by 
more fet quarrels of one intite a&mbly a^in^ 
another. However, the cuftoin of particular 
impeachments being not limited to former 
ages, any more than that of general druggies 
and diiTentions between fixed afTemblies of 

nobles 
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nobles and commonSy and the ruin of Qreect 
iiaving be«n owing to the former^ as that of 
Home was to tlie latter, I (hall treat on both 
cxpreflys that! thoie ftates who are con* 
cerned in either (if at leaft there be any fuch 
now in the world) may, by obferving (h« 
means and iifues of former difTenttons, learn 
whether the caufes are alike in theirs ; and^ if 
they find them to be io^ may conflder whe- 
ther they ought not )tjftly to apprehend the 
fame elFe£h. 

To fpeak of every particular per/on im« 
peached by the commons oi Athens within the 
compafs defigqedf would introduce the hiftory 
of suraoft erery great man they had among 
them : I ihall therefore take notice only of 
^x, who living in that period of time when 
Athens was at the height of its glory/ as in-r 
deed it could not be otherwife while fuch 
hands were at the helm» though impeached 
for high crimes and mfdtmtanors^ ftich as bri* 
ieryy arhitrasy proceedings j mi/ap flying 6r em^ 
brzxUng pidfhc funds^ iu cenduB at fea^ and 
the like, were hono\](]:ed and lamented by their 
country, as the prefervers of it, and have had 
the veneration of all ages ilnce paid juftly to 
their memories, 

Miltiades was one of the Athenian generals ■ 
againil the Perfian power, and the famous 
vi^ory at Marathon was chiefly owing to his 
valour and condu£l. Being fent feme time 
'after to reduce the ifland Paros, he miftook 
a gre^t fire at a diftance for the fleetj'^and, be- 
ing no ways a match for them, fet fail for 

C Athens t 
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Atbem t at his arrival he was tmf^achd hf 
the commons for treachcrVy though not abls 
to appear by reafon of bis wounds, .fined 
3o,oo» crownsy and died in prison. Thougb 
the cohfequences of tbis proceeding iipon toe 
affairs of Atb€ns were no other than the uh- 
tinielv lofs of fb great axul good a man, yet 
I could not forbear relating it. 

Their next great man was Artftidis *« Be* 
(ides the mighty fervices he had ck>ne his coun- 
try in the war^, he was a perfoii of the ftri6l»> 
eft juilicey and the bed acquainted with the 
laws as well as forms of their govemment» fc^ 
that he was in a manner chancellor of Athens* 
This man, upon a (light and falfe accufatipn 
^f favouring arbitrary pofwer, was banifiied 
by oftraci/mi which rendered into modem 
Bnglijh would iignify, that they voted he 
jbould he remwedjrom their prefence and coun • 
cil for ever. But however they had the wit 
to recall him, and to that a^^ion owed the 
prefervation of their ftate by his future fervi- 
ces. For it muft be ftill confefTed in behalf 
of the Athenian people, that they never con- 
ceived themfelves perfectly infallible, lior ar- 
rived to the heights q{ -modern afemhlieSf to 
make obftinacy confirm what fudden heat and 
temerity began. The^ thought it not below 
the dignity of ao aitembly to endeavour at 
corre£li;ig an ill ftep ; at leaft to repent, tho* 
it often fell out too late. 

* X<ord Scmeru He W2S th^ general patron of the 
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mimftdcUs t was' at firft a commoner him- 
iblf : it was he, that raifed the Atbtntam to 
tfactr greatnels at rea» which he thought to be 
the true and conllant intereft of that great 
commonwealth ; and the famous naval victo- 
ry over the Ferfians at Salatmi was owing to 
his conduct. It feems the people obferved 
fomewhat of haughtinefs in his temper and 
I behaviour, and therefore banifhed htm for five 
jpmt % but, finding fbme flight matter olF ac- 
eufation againft him, they Tent to feize his 
peribn^ and he hardly efcaped to the Perfian 
court s . &om whence, if the love of his coun- 
try had not furmounted its bafe ingratitude to^ 
him, he hatd many invitations to return at the 
head of the ftrfian fleet, and take a terrible 
reveqge : but he rather chefe a voluntary 

death. 

The people of Athens impeached PerieUs -f- 
for mfufptjing tbi fublic revenues to bis trwn 

G» fri' 

• Eail of Orford* He had been confi^ered in a 
manlier. as lord higlh admiral, the whole «6laiTB of 
the navyHiaving be^ coflBmitcsd to his charge* Ok - 

• at Y. . . 

. -f Lord Halifax, He had a fine genius far poe- 
try, and had employed hit more youtbfal pait of life , 
in that fdence. He was diftiflguiflied by the name 
of Meuft MauHtagntt having ridiculed, jointly with 
Mat. Prior, Mr» Dryden*a faoBous paem of the Hind 
and Panther : the parody is drawn from Horace^s 
^ble of the aty snoyfe and coaatry moofe : bat after* 
wtrds, upon Mr.'Mbontaeoe^s piomotbn to t^chan-* 
celioiibip-of theesshc^ri Prior> with a good-ha- 
» flOoaiQl 
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prlvat£ upf. He had b«en a peifon of great 
defervings from the republiC| was an aJm-^ 
rabUJPiakiTt and very popula(. Hu accounts 
nifsre amfufed^ imd be could not then gi<ve them 
up9 therefore merely to divert that difiiculty,^ 
and the confequences ot it, he was forced to 
engage his country in the Pefypotmefian war, 
the longeft that was known in Gruce^ and 
which ended in the ruin oJF Athens* 

The fame people^ having refblved to JTubdue 
Sicily^ ient a mighty fteet uiider the command, 
of NkiaSf hffimachm^ and Jkihuide$\ the 
two former perfons of age and experience \ 
the laft a young man of noSle birth> excellent 
education! and a plentiful fortune. A little 
before the fleet fet fail, it feems one night the 
ftone-images of Mercury^ placed in feveral 
•parts of the city, were all pared in the face : 
this adlion the Atbemaas interpreted for a de- 
iiffn of deftroyine the popular ftate \ and Al^^ 
cSnadeSt having oeen fbrmerljr noted for the 
like frolicks and excurfions, was immediate- 
\y accufiM of this. He, whether confcious of 
his innocence^ ofafluredoftbe fecrefy, ofier* 
ed to .com^ to his tryai before he wetit to hii 
command} this ihcAtbemans refufed. But» 

flu^ttitd Jtadignfttita at fedng his fHbnd prd^redand 

hSmfelfiwgkdled/coDclndetali epiftle written in tb». 

year 1698, to Fleetwood Skephttd, Bl|s fnth ther4R 

thteeiiiite? > • 

My friend Chariti Mhihitggut't^iHitn'i^ 
Nnrwonid i ha«e it kmg oUbvM 
TlM|toncMM>eitiwh%r*«for's^irvU . 

Ok a lay. 
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st/oon as he W«t got to Sieify, they (ent for 
ium back, > defig^ed to take the advantaee, and 
proftctite him in the abfence of his triends, 
and of the anny^ wh^re .he was very power- 
ful. Itfeemsy heund^rftoodtheretentments 
of a popular aflembly too well to tnift them s 
and therefore^ inft^^ of returning^ efcaped 
to Sparta ; where lus defires of revenge pr^- 
▼ailm^ over his love for his country, ne be- 
came Its greateft cnegiy. Mean while the 
Atbiniant before SicUf^ by the death of one 
commander, and the fupoilitiony weaknefs, 
and perfe^ Ul condu^ ot the other, were ut« 
teHy^ deftroyedf t)uB. whole fleet taken, and a 
miierable flaughtermadeof the army, where* 
•f hardly one ever returned. Some time af- 
ter this S^iluadts was recalled upon his own 
conditions hy th^ n^eflities of the people, 
and made chief commander at Tea ana land % 
but his lieutenant engaging againft his poiitive 
orders, and being beaten by Lyfander^ Aku 
hiadet was agaii^. difgraced, and baniflied. 
However, the i^/;6«/ritfif; having loft all ftrength 
and heart ilnce their misfortune at SicUj^ and 
now depfived of thb only perfon that was able 
to recover their lofles, repent of their rafli^ 
nefs, and endeavoi^r in vain for his reftora- 
tion \ the Perfian liqutenant, to whofe protec- 
tion he fled, makine him a facrifice to the ro- 
Icnbnents of L^anaer the general of. tlie X^i- 
cidimonuin*^ wno now reduces all the domi- 
nions of .the Jlbimans^ takes the city, razes 
their walls, ruins ^ir works, and changes 
the form of thiir government 3 which thou^ 
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^gairtf^ftbl^d for ibhift tfiM by 7kra^uha 
<a8 theif- MralU V^ett itbuHt byC<0iK»j»J jei 
Ikert we Itiuft dAte the fill bf the Mf^him 
^tt/Atfintii tlS0t d«milileil And chftf poorer im 
e^eMfrerh thiit yeti&A toth« tiftit of JUexim^ 
kH^ ibe GreAi, ^hieh y^i Hb^ttt fifty Tears^ 
t>^iA^ divided b«t«ireeb te« j^r/»»i ana Thfi^ 
^ns. TtioDgh M^i>y Ak^emd&*i ftither 
fii^^ »k(V9 ^i&»^» kt;9rjr »f thatftgie) had indeed 
f<Mn6 tifnt hefori begUh %d brfetdc in tipcm fiat 

^avtitVitAHy <sl^^ii^ ib^if ^u/im wmtg pmi 
ftfi^ar oreOort^ by Hi^hich \St brought nioiy 
'of them> M Hte teMiibf A^ wM tiieil| tol^i^ 

Ih the BMV^ of MJfmiet^ <ihd his di]MiM. 
ttrfr Ath/ftiit^s ^e^ ofTek^ ttn ^»|»portoiiky 4lf 
fh^bV^rillg tM^ir lil^iity) aAd beiAs r«ll!M%d lo 
th^r iWiAer ftate^ but thte WiR Vtfm tiiey 
fought to ^iv^ the taaet^y 'wte^fihini- 
t^Achib^t Atiii titnfice of the tiuthol', to his- 
9tk^ the tuce^Ts. FVsr, ^ctr Ae deftmaion 6f 
^TMifes by Mle^Utderi this f>riil€e'<Atefignin]gr the 
^ohqitrft- if Afbiehs #a« pwVentcd by • Wt- 
vf{^^ thfe ;fri&^)»^ ^eheniil, then ftmbaflM^r 
* Arofh that ilate y <Mio by h9s i^iit ^rifdom and 
'flttll at ftii^goHation^ diviii^d AleMOnditr fhrni 
>tk1s d'efT)^, ^hd HdftftrM the AtHtftiMs «f» hit 
favour. The veiV lhfiie4hcc«r$ he Wd vvith 
^tipdtA' tft^ me^fihtdir'^ d«ath, M which 
tfth^ the govehHhent ^Aras new regslatcd by 
^M^*t law! t 9dt ?S9Jiyif>v^/ifi hfafft«d To 

* The Ctrl of l*«rtA»r</« OaiBtT* 
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Phocio/if' having by order of the young king» 
who& go'vtrnor he was^ tailored thofe whom 
Pbcchm had baniAied, the plot fucceeded. 
Pbodon was accuie^ by popular orat6r$j and 
poi to deatk. 

Thus was the moil powerful commonwealth 
«^ all Greece, dfter great' degeneracies firotn 
th« mftituttob of Soum^ utterly deftroyed by 
that raihy jealous, and inconftant humour oF 
the people, which was never fattsfied to Tee m 
.|^eial cither vi^Z0fi02ix or MftfprtuMatii iiich 
*^ f vdgtf, as Weil as rewarders> have potukat 
^dfrtiMMS bectt, of tKofe who beft deierveA 
Jmosi them* 

Novv the circumftancf 9 which makes thefe 
samples of more importance, is, that this « 
very piower of the people in Axhens^ claithed 
io coi^ently for an inbei^U right, ztkd iadft*^ 
td on as tfa? undoMbied prknlege of an Athe- 
nian hwrrtt wa^ the rankeft incroachment ima** 
ffinablc, and die groAeft degeneracv from ih.t 
ionn that S^kn left t^m. In mort, their 
goveroment was grown into a domutatio plebi's, 
or fMOu^ of thefeoplcf who by degrees had 
Droke and overthrown the balance, which 
that legjflator had very well Axed and pro- 
vided for. This appears not only from what 
has hetn. already faid of that law-giver, bat 
more manifeftly from a pailage in Diodo*us ; 
who tells us, * T[hAt Antifjater, one of Mix* 
onder'i atptainSy abrogated the popular go* 
'OtmmHt (in Athens) ami reared thepBwer. 

of 

• Lib. lU* 


5ft CONTEST$ AMD DISSENTION^ 

rfft0rages and nutgiftracy tofuch onh^ ' as wire 
nvortb two tboufand drachmas $ by wmcb means, 
iays he, tbat republic came to be \,again'i ad^ 
ffuntflered by tbe laws of Solon. By this q\io- 
tsition it is mai\ifei( that great author looked 
upon Solan's inftiti»tion, and popular govern* 
roent. to be two different things. And, as 
ibr this refboration by Antipater, it had neU 
ther confequenqe nor continuance worth ob- 
serving. 

I might eafily produce many more exam- 
pkS) but' thefe are fuQcient ; and it may be 
worth the reader's time to refleft a little on 
the merits of the caufe, as well as* of the men, 
who had been thus dealt with by their coun- 
try. I fhaU dirc^ him no further than b)r 
m>eatingy that AHflides was the moft renown* 
ed by the people dRmfelves for his exa6l ju^ 
iice and knotvledge in tbe lams \ that ^bemtpO" 
flesvf^$ a moft fortunate 'admiral, and had 
got a migbfymBory over tbe great king of Vvr* 
\\2ls fleet \ that Pericles was an ahU mnffter 
pffiate, an excellent orator , and a man of let-' 
terii and laftly, that' Pbodon^ befides the 
iuccefs of his arms, was alfo renowned for 
liis negotiationt abroad ^ banfing in an embafj^ 
brought tbe greateft monarcb of tbe ivorld at 
ibattime to the terms (fan honourable feace, by 
wobicb bii country was preferred. . 

I fhail conchide my remarks upon Athens 
with the chara^er |^iven us of that people by 
folybhis. About this time, fays he, tbe Athe- 
nians ^were governed ify two men ; quite funk 
(tf their affairs ; had Utile or no commerce with 
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th rifi tf Otttee, amd latrt become great re^ 
90fencers^cr9W0ted beads. 

For, from the tilnie of Alexander's captainf 
till GrHce was ftibdUedbv the Romans^ to the 
latter i>art of which this aefcription of Poljbi^ 
MS falls ID, Athens aevtr produced one famout 
man either for councils or arms, or hardly for 
learning. And indeed it was a dark inlipia 
period through all Greece t for except the A* 
cbmam league under Jratus and Pbilopgnmu^ 
and the endeavours ef Agis and Cieemenes to 
reftore the ftate of Sparta^ £o frequently har« 
rafled by tyraiiiliicis occafioned by the popular 
praftices of the tpbori^ there was very little 
worth recording. All which confequences 
may perhaiw be juftfy imputed to this oegeae^ 
X9Cf cS Athens* 

* 

CHAP. ni. 

Of the dsffesUhms between the pestrktetm anJt 
fUhdems w Roh(|c» ifiUb tie cenfeq^encee 
ebey bad Mfe» thatflfUe* 

HAvwg in the foregoing chapter conilned 
myieif to the proceedingB of the oom«« 
moBs only by the method of imfeacbmentf ^^ 
gainft particular perfons* with the fatal ef-^ 
feds they had up^ the ftate of 4l/^Atri» Khali 
now treat of the ditientions a| R^ne betweeii, 
the peoj^ and the eotle^ive body of thd fa^, 
trkufif br ha%lei* It. is a large fubje6l> out 
I fliaU draw it into as narrow a compafs as I 
can. 

At 
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As Greicif from the moft antient accounts 
we have of it, was divided into feveral king- 
doms, to was moft part of Italy * into feveral 
petty commonwealths. And as thofe k^ngs 
m Greece are faid to have been depofed by 
their people upon the fcore of their arbitrary 
proceedings, fo on the contrary the common* 
wealths of Italy were all fwallowed op, and 
concluded in the tyranny of the Roman em- 
|)eror8» However, the differences between 
thofe Grecian monarchies, and Italian repub- 
lics, were not very great: for, by the ac- 
counts Homer gives us of thofe Grecian jirin- 
ces who (;aine to the fiege p€ Troy, as well as 
by feveral parages in the OdjifeSf it is mani- 
feft, that tne power of thefe princes in their 
feveral ftates was much of a iize with tha; of 
the kings in Sparta, the archon at Athens^ 
the fuffetes at (^artbajge, and the^ confuls in 
^ofne ; fo that a limited and divided power 
ieems to have been the moft antient and inhe- 
rent principle of both thofe people in matters 
of government. And fuch did thaLt oi Rome 
continue from the time of Romulus, though 
with fome interruptionS| to yulius Cafar^ 
when it ended in the tyranny of a fingie per- 
Ibn. Inuring which period (not niany years 
longer than S*om the Herman conqueft to our 
age^ the commons were growing by degreea 
into power and property, gaining ground up- 
on the patricians, aS it were, inch by inch| 
t|il at iaft they quite overtunned the balance, 

leaving ■ 
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Uaviag all doors open to theprafllces of po- 
pular and ambitious men, who deftroyed the 
wiieft republic, and enHaved the nobleft j)eo* 
pie that ever entered upon the ftage of the 
world, fiy what ileps and degrees this was. 
brought to paTs, (hall be the liibje^l of my 
prefenc inquiry. 

While Rome was governed by kings, the 
monarchy was altogether ele£live» Ramului 
himfelf, when he had built the city, wa$ 
declared king bv the univerfal content of 
the people, and by augxiry, which was ther^ 
undcrftood for dhvine appointments , Amon^ 
other divisions he Aade of the people, one 
was into patricians and pleheiaas t the former 
were like the barons of England fome time af- 
ter the conqueft ; and the latter are alfo de- 
fcribed to be almoft exaftly what our commons 
were then. For they were dependants upon 
the patricians, whom they chofe for their pa- 
trons .and proteAors, to anfwer for tfieir su>« 
pearance, and defend them in an^ procels t 
they alfo fupplied their patrons with money: 
in exchange ror their protection. This cut* 
torn ot fatrom^ef it feems, was veryantient» 
and long praftiied among the Greeks, 

Out of thefe patricians Romulus chofe an 
hundired to be zfenate^ or ffrand councilp for 
advice and affiftance to him m the adminiftra* ' 
tion. The ftnate therefore originally confilt- 
cd all of fuhlesp and were of themfelves ft 
ponding eouncU, the people being onlycon* 
▼oked upon fuch occanons, as by this inftity • 
tion of Remubu fell into ibeir cognizance & 

thofe 
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tliof< were to confthute magiftrate$^ to nve 
their votes for making l^ws, and to achrUe 
upon entering on a war. But the two for- 
filer of thefe popular privileges were to be con« 
firmed by authority of the ifenate $ and die lait 
*was only permitted at the king^s pkaftii^. 
T^iis was theutmoft extent of |>ower pretepd^ 
ed to by the campions in the time of Aomuhu \ 
all the reflr being div^de4 between the king 
ind the fenate { the whole agi^eeing very near- 
ly with tile conftitution of England for fom« 
centuries after the conqueft. 

After a year's inter-regnuT^ from the death 
cf Romulus tHe fenate of their own authority 
clvofc a.fucceflbr, and ^ ftranger, merely up- 
on the fame of his virtue, without afking the 
confent of the commons 5 which cuftom they 
iikewife observed in the tw.o following kings. 
But in the ele^lion of *Tarquinius FriCcus^ the 
fifth king, we ^rft hear mentioned, that it 
was done fopuli impetrdtA <vinitt ; which in- 
deed was but very reafonable for a free people 
to expe^ ; though I cannot remember, in my 
little reading, by what incidents they were 
brought to advance fo great a ftep. However 
it were, this prince in gratitude to the people, 
. by whofe confent he was chofen, ele^ed ^ 
hundred fenator.3 out of the commons, whofe 
number, with jfbrmer additions, was now a- 
tnountedto three hundred; 

The people, having once di^overed their 
own ftrengthi did foqn take o'ccaflon to exert 
It, and that by very gr^at degrees. For at 
this king's*^ death, who was murdered by the 

foils 
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fons of a fonher, being at a lofs for a fucceC* 
for, Ser*i(mi Tullius, a ftranger, and of mean 
ex ration, was chofen proteAor of the king- 
dom by the people ^ without tlie confent of tbe 
ienatej at which the nobles being difpleafed, 
be wholly applied hirofelf to gratify the com- 
monSf and was by them declared and confirm- 
ed do longer prbteflor, but king. 

This prince flrd introduced die cuftora of 
giving fieedom to fervants, fo as to become- 
citizens of equal privileges with the reft, 
which very much contributed to increafe the 
power of the ^0/>^, 

Thus in a very few years the commons 
proceeded fo far, as to-^wreft even the power 
of chufing a king intirely out of the hands of 
the nobles 9 which was fo great a leap, and 
caofed fuch a convuliion and iiruggle in the 
ftatCj that the conftitution could not bear it; 
but civil diflentions arofe, which immediately 
were followed by the tyranny of a fmgle per-- 
ion, as this was by the utter fubverfion of the 
regal government, and by a fettlement upon a' 
new foundation. For the nobles, fpited a( 
this indt^ity done them by the commons, 
firmly united in a body, depofpd this prince 
by plain force, and chofe Tarquin tbe Proud^ 
who, running into all the forms and methods 
of tyranny, after a cruel reign, was expelled 
by an univerfal concurrence of nobles and 
people, whom the miseries of his reign had re- 
conciled » 

When the confular government began, the 
balaiice of power between the n&bles and pie- 

D ' " beiana 


3* CONTIESTS A^ DISSfiNTtoM 

bcians was iixtd anew e the two ^tk cojaAiIs 
were nominated by the nobles, and confirniied 
Vy the commons ; and a law was ena6tedy 
Inhat no peribn (honldl^ear any magiibacy in 
^9me^ if^tijffi foftdif that is, without t^nfertt 
rftht cnrnnonSf 

In fuch tui-bufent 'times as^ thefe^ many 
|K>orer citizens had contra^EM[ numeifotis debts 
cidier to the ncher fort among thcmielvee, or 
lb fenators and other nobles \ and $be cafe of 
debtors m Kftme for thc^-ft Ibm* * centuries' 
UtraSi after the itX time for 'payment, no choice 
but either to pav or be the ereditor*s (lave. Iii 
this ftin^re tne common's leave the city in 
Inutiny and diibontent, and will not return 
fei^tupon condition to l^ acquitted of all then* 
^ebts^ and moreover^ that certam magiftrates 
\t chofen yearly, whoie buiine'fs it &al! b^ 
io defend the commons from injui^s. Tiieie 
are callied tribunes d£ the people, their perfons 
are held facred and inviolable, and the people 
bind tbemfelves by oath never to abrogate the 
office. By theie tribcmies, in procefs cif ^tinie, 
tite people w@re grofly impofed on to feryc the 
turns and occations of revengeful or ambiti-* 
t>U8 met), and to commit fuch exorbitances as 
could not end, but in the diffolution of the 
government. * • 

Thefe tribun'ift^ a year or two after their 
Inftitutlon, kindled great dtfTentions between 
the nobles and the commons on the account 
efCoritHanuSf a nobleman^ whom the latter 

had 

* Ah Vf be C«ndiUi Frm tbt building tf fit fi^ 
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fain have a law ehafted to lay aU meo^ ri^hl4 
Bn4 privileges upon the fanie level 9 ahd te . 
enlar^ the power of every m^ftrate within 
his own juriiUiftion, as mnch as that tif the 
confuls. Th« tribunes alio obtained to have 
their number doubled^ which before was livies < 
and the author tells us, * that their inCbknoe 
and power increafed with their number, 
thevieditions were alfo doubled with it. 

By the be^nning of the fotuth century fi 
the building of Ro/fie, the tribunes prpceedeA 
fo far in the name^of the commons, as Co ac- 
cufeand £ne the confuls therafelves, whoiv* 
prefbnted kingly powrer. And the ^nate €/b^ 
. ferving, how in all contentions they wen 
forced to yield to the tribunes and people^ 
thought it their wiieft courfe to give way M^ 
to time i therefore a decree was made to fesA 
an^baifadors to Atbpu^ and to the other Or* 
€ian commonwealths planted in that part cf 
Italj called Gracia Major j to make a colisc*' 
tion of the bcft laws ^ out of which, and feme 
of their own, a new compleat body of la^ 
was formed, afterwards known by the nan,e 
of the iawsoftbe twdekfe tabUi. 

To digeft thefe lawss into order ten men 
were cho&n, and the adminiftration of all af. 
fairs left in their hands ; what ufe they made 
of it has been already (hewn. It was certain^ 
ly a great revolution, produced intirely bj 
the many ui^uft incroachments of the people | 
and might have wholly changed the fate of • 
Rome^ if the folly and vice of thofe, who 

weiP' 
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itbktLy concerned, conld have fuffered it 
ft» take ro«t. 

A few years after the commons made far-4 
advances on the power of the nobles'; de« 
anndtng amone^ the reft that the confulfhip, 
wbseh hitherto had onl^ been difpoCod to the 
Jbimert (hovid tiovt he in common to the 
fRiendons of any Romaft wbatfoever. This, 
ifimngh it failed at prefent, yet afterwards ob- 
tdaiedy and was a mighty nep to the ruin of 
Ac commonwealth. 

IRThat I hare hitherto laid of Rome^ has 
btcn collected out of that exaft and diHgent 
writer Dtonjifius HalicamaJfeuSy whoib hiftory, 
iftsoogh the injury of time, reaches' no far- 
ther u^^xk to the beginning of the fourth cen-^ 
mrf after the building of Ronu^ The reft I 
ftall fuppiy from other authors^ though I do 
■ot think, it necefiary to reduce diis matter any 
farther lb very paiticularly^. as I have hither- 
to done. 

, To point at what time the balance of power ^ 
^Mss moft equally held between the hrds and*^ 
JtanvAx in Romef would perhaps admit a con- 
tKwerfy. * Polybius tells us, that in the fe- 
CDnd Pumc war the Carthaginians were de- 
cfisingy becaufe the balance was got too much 
«B the fide of the people ; whereas the Romans 
in their grcateft vigour by the power re- 
ining in the fenate t yet this was between 
yand three hundred years after the period 
Iticityfiiu ends with; in whicli time the 

D 3 com- 
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And now the greateft employmenta iii thtf 
ftate ^ere <Mie after another^ by laws forcibly 
ena6^ed by the common^ j made free to the peo* 
"pie, the cofifuljbif ttfelf, the oiHce of cenfof^ 
ths^tof the mtafiws or eommiffionefs of the trea" 
fury^ the omce of ^r^0r, or ehief jaftice, the 
frteftlmdy and even that of di&ator,: the fc- 
nate, after long oppofttion, yielding merfcly 
for prefent quiet to the continual urging da* 
mours of the commons ^ and of \ht tribunes tlieir 
advocates. A law was likewife enacted, that 
the pkbtfcita, or a V9teof the boufe ofcammMs^ 
ftould be of univerikl oblijgation ; nay, in 
time the method of enaflin^ miws was wnolly 
inverted; for, whereas the fenate u fed of old 
to confirm thepUbifeita, the people did at laft, 
as they pleafed, confirm o^ Afannul the ^fi» 
vatuJiMfuha, 

Afpius CloHifhs brought in a cuftom of ad- 
mittmg to the fenate the Tons of freed m^n, 
9t of fuch who once had been flaves ; by which,) 
and fucceeding alterations of the like nattire, 
tikt great council degenerated into a moft 
cq^rupt and factious body of men, divided 
again ft itfeif} and its auinority became de- 
fpiled. 

The century and half following^ to the end 
of the third Punic war by the deliruAion of 
Carthage, was a very bufy period at Rome 5. 
the intervals between every war being fo (hoit, 
that the tirWunes and people had har JW leifure 
or breath to engage in domeftic diiIention<s : 

how- 

♦ .Dionyf, lib. 5. . , 
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fcdnrever, ihe little time they could fpare, was 
generally employed the fame wayi So ^eren^ 
tmi Leo^ a tribune^ is recorded to have bafely 
fn^kuted the piivileges of a Rjoman citizen , 
It) perfe^k fpite to the nobles^ So the great 
Afitcan Scipto and his brother, after all their 
ntgbty fervicesy wer^ impeached by a;i un* 
grateful commons* 

HoweYer» the warlike genius of the people, 
and continual' employment they had for it, 
ftrved to divert this humour from running 
into 2 head, till the a^e of the Graccbu 
' Thefe perfons", entering the ftene in Ute time 
of a full peace, fell violently upon advancing 
tbe power of the people by reducing into prac« 
tice all thofe incroachments, which they had 
been fo many years gaining. Thert were at 
fitat time certain conquered lands to be divided, 
beiide a great frktate eflatt left by a king : theie 
the tribunes f by procurement of the elder 
Craccbusy declartd by their legiflative autho- 
fity were not to be difpofed of by the nobles^ 
but by the commons only. The younger bro- 
dker purfued the fame deiign ; and beiides ob- 
tained a Iaw9 that all Italians fhould vote at 
deAions, as well as the citiiens of Rome 9 
in fhort, the whole endeavours of them both 
perpetually turned upon retrenching the no- 
%Ies authority in all things, but efpecially in 
tlie matter of judicature. And, thoogh they 
both loft their lives in thofe puri'uits, yet they 
traced out fuch ways, as wei;e afteiwards fol- 
lowed by MariuSf Sylla^ Pomfey^ andCr/^sr, 

D 5 , ^ 
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to theiniin d the Rtmupi freedom i^ 
nefa, - . 

Forin the time of Markii Satumvms z tn* 
bune procured a law^ that the fenaAe 0mmU 
be bound by oath to agree to whatever tiws 
people Ihoiud tmSki aad Marita him6tf» 
while he wa9 ia that ofice pf tir^une, %% wo» 
corded to have with great indjaftry uied ^llea* 
de^vours ftr deprefSxng the mbUs^ and rsufing 
the ]>eQpley particuiarly for craiupixig thiefor^ 
iner in thtir/rzv«r ^f jtulkcuttfret whiph «9» 
ti&r/r m^ mtcttm inbirivt r^bt: 

SyUm by the lame meaTures hecaqie ^bCblnfe 
tyrant of Kom i he added three hundred eom- 
mons to the &nate» which perpfexed the po«H 
er of the whole order» and rendered it tnef^ 
fb^ual) then flinging off the ma(kj lie^l)*-^ 
llflied ti>e o^ce o€ tribune, a^ being «id|r a. 
icaffold to tyranny^ whereof he had no Cekw 
tfaeriife. 

A$^to Pon^ejf and C^faty Phtafcb tells oi^ 
that their union for pulling down the mbim 
(by tl&etr credit withtne people) was thecatifb 
of the civil war, which ended th the tyranov 
of the latter f both of them in their crnkm^ 
fiiips having ufed all endeavours and cccafi- 
^ns for (inking the authority of the fatrk'tam^ 
and giving way to all incroachments of te 
people, whei'ein they expeded J}eft to fioi 
their own accoiuit. 

From this deduction of popular incpoadk* 
menta in Homi^ the reader wiU eafily jud^ 
^w much the balance was fallen upoi^th^i 
fide. Indeed by ^s tune the very foundsi* 
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dangerous for fucfa a conteft s thefe were 
Pomp^ and dtfor^ two ftars of fuch. magni- 
tude, that their cwjunBwn was as likely to be 
.f;ital. as theb oppoiition. 

The tribunes and people, having now fub- 
•dued all competitors, began the laft ^ame of 
a prevalent populace, which is that of chufing 
themlelves a mafiiri while the nobles foreikwy 
-and ufed aU endeavours left them to prevent 
ft. The peenle at firft made Pompey their ad- 
miral with full' power over all the Mediter- 
rmmeattf fo«n after captain- general of all the 
Roman forces, and goverhor of 4fia. Pompey 
on the other fide rcMored the office of tribune^ 
vrhich Syila had put down ; and in hi^ con- 
fulihip procujred a law for txttmnhig kHo the 
fnifidrrittgta fif men in effice 6r cotkmaud for 
twenty years faft» «; Many other examples' of 
^0fflr^9'S' popularity are left us on record^ who 
\vas a nex^e^;' favourite of the people, and 
defigned to be more j but his pretentions grew 
ihile- for want of a timely opportunity of 
introducing them upon the (cage. For Cafar 
.with hi^ legions in Gaul was a. perpetual 
check upon his defigns ; and In the arts of 
pleafing the people did foon after get many 
lengths beyond him. For he tells'us htmfelr, 
that the ftnate^by a bold efibrt having made 
fome fevere decrees agaihft h^ proceedings, 
sndagainft the tribunes, thefeall left the city, 
and weni over to his party^ and confequehtly 
along with the^ the affe^ipns and Interefts . 
fif the people $ which is further manifeft from 
the accounts he gives us of . the citizens in.fe- 

^ , *veral 
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ten! towns tiii'^iii]nng sigainft thetr comman- 
ders, and delivering both to his devotion. 
Beiides Cafar*s public and avowed preten- 
(tons for beginning the fcivi) war Were to re« 
ftore the tribunes and the people oppieflcd (as 
he pretended) by ^ nobUs. 

This forced Pwipey^ agatnft his inclinati^ 
onsy upon th« necefiity of changing fides, for 
fear of being forfsOcen oy both ; and of doiing 
in with the fenate and chief magiftrates, by 
whom he was chofea general againft* C^far, 

Thus at length the feuatt (at \ei& the pri^ 
mitive pait of them, the hehief) bnder Pom- 
fey^ and the c^mniMs tinder Cajar, came to » 
final decifion of the long quarrels between 
them. For, I think, the ambition of private 
men did by no means begin or oiecafion thi<i 
war; though civil diflemions never failed of 
introducing and fpiriting the ambition of pri- 
vate men ; who thtis become indeed the great 
inftruments for deciding fuch auarrels, and 
at laft^re fure to ieise on the prize. But no 
man, that fees a flock of vultures hovenng 
over two armies ready to engage^ aan juiily 
charge the blood drawn in the battle to them, 
though the carcaflbs fall to their ihare. For, 
while the balance of power is equally ' held, 
the ambition of private men, whether orators 
or great commanders, give neither danger nor 
fear, nor can poiTibly en (lave their countiy $ 
but, that once broken, the divided parties arc 
forced to unite ea^h* to its head, under whofe 
condufl or fortune one fide is at firft viAori- 
•MS, and at laft b^llk ave (laves^ And to ptit> 

• it 
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it paft diipvitey that thi* iatire fulMreFfioa of 
the KamdH liberty and conftitution ynA aJto^ 
gfthcr owing t9 thofe moiuresy which bad 
broke the balance between the paUricia^s and 
fkbei^m^t whereof the aw^Mtion.of particuks 
men was but an tStiSk. asd €«nfequenoe» wd 
need only confider, that when the uncorrtipt- 
^d pait of the fenate had, by the death o€ 
C^^far% made one grcal ei&rt to reftor e their 
fi>«mer ftate and liberty, the fuflcefs did not 
anfwcr their hopes, hut that whole afleinbl)r 
was Ui (unk in its authority, that thoft pa- 
trH>ta were forced to fly^ and gi^e way^o the 
raadnefs of the people, in4io by theieawn di(pO'» 
fitions» ftiii'ed up with the harangues of their 
orators, ware now wholly bent upon fiogle 
and defpotic flavery^ £}&, how could iucli 
a profligate as Antmyy or a boy of eight* 
teen, like O&afviutt ever dare to dream of giv*^ 
ing the law to Aich an empire and people ^ 
wfaurein the latter fucceeded, and entaikd the 
vileft tyranny, that heaven; in ita anger ever 
infli^ed on a corrupt and poifeoed peo|^. 
And this^ with fo little appearance at C4tf0r'% 
4eath, that whenXlr^«r# wrote to BrwtuSf how 
he had prevailed by his credit with Odavuui 
to promife him (Rrntut) pardon and kcwnXf 
for his per£>n« that great RmoB ireceiYed thib 
notice with the utmoft ind^ity, and setum'^ 
ed CicerQ a* anfwer, yet upon recosd, full off 
the higheA refeatmenft apd contnmpt loir iiick 
am ofifer, and from foch an hand. 

Here ended aU (hew and Aiadow of liberty 
in ^omc* Uer^ waa tbi i»politery of all the 

wife 
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wi(« c;ontenliooft and ftnuggks foi power b«» 
tw«e» the noblte and commoiu, laf^d u|i^ 
£ifely k> th« bglbm of a A^rro and a C^figidaB 
a Tiitrius and a Domtu^^ 

I#et us now fee from this dedu^on of par* 
tiatUir impeachments, and general diflentU 
€n>s in ^w*£C£ and I^mm^, what concluHon^ 
nay naturally bcr formeji for inftru^lion of 
a»y other ftate^ t}iat may haply upon m^y 
pouita labour under the like circvnmances. 

CHAP. IV. 

UPON the fubjeft of imp^admenU we 
may ofclerve, tbait the eu dona of^cui^ 
rag the n§kUf to the pittpky either by them- 
felvesyor their orators, (now ftylcd an impMeJ^" 
mtnt ih ibe nsme of the comntdm) hath been 
very ancient both in Greect and EUmej as well 
as sMt Cafti^0 % and therefore may ieem to bo 
the inherent ri^ht of a free pt opie> nay^ per* 
haps it is realW fo: but thtn it is to be eoii<* 
^<kffed» fir(l» that thta cuftom was ptsctiliar 
to republics, or fuch ftatesi whene the admi« 
niftration lay principally in. the hands of the 
conunoBSy and ever raged more or lefs» ac- 
c^trding to then* incroaehments upo« absolute 
power ; having been always loolpird upon by 
die wifeft men and beft authors of thofe times, 
l» an efSe^ of licentioufnef^, atod not of H'. 
b^rty \ a diftiaAion, which no multitude ci«^ 
ther rtprefenttd or eoUe&hue hath been at any 
lime very jiice in obferving. Howe;irer, per* 
)i thi9.px&ia in a popular ftaie^of imr 
' peaching 
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p^cliing p^rdciilar men may feem to be iio«; 
dimg elfeyN but the people^s chuiin^ tipon oc- 
oaiionTto exercife their own jurifdi^tion tn per« 
fon; as if a king of England fhould fit as 
chief jufti<!e in his coart of king's^bencb i 
whichy they fay, in former times he ibme-- 
times did. But in Sparta^ which was eailed 
a kingly government, though the people were 
perfeSly free, yet, becaufe tht adminiftration 
was in two kings and the ij^bori wkh the af- 
fiftance of the fenate, we read of no impeach- 
ments by the people, nor wa« the procefsa- 
gainft great men, either upon account of am- 
bition or ill condufl^ though it reached ibme* 
times to kings themfeWes, enrer formed that 
way, as I can recoll66^, but only paKed thro" 
thofe hands, where the adminiftSratton iay. 
So likewife during the regal government of 
Ritme^ though it was inflituted a mixed mo- 
narchy, and the people made great advancea 
in power, yet. I do not remember to have 
|-eaa of one impeachment from the commons 
againft a patrician, until the confular ftate 
began, and the people bad made great in« 
cro^chments upon the admtniibation. 

Ahother thing to l}e conildered is, that, a! -^ 
lowing this right of impeachment to be as in-* 
herent as they pleafe, yet, if the commotaH 
have been perpetually miftaken in the meritt 
of the caufes and the perfons, a^ well as nk 
the confequences of fuch impeachments itpon 
the peace of the ftate^ we cannot conclude 
lefs, than that the commons in Greece and 
Rotne (whatever may be m othep ftates) .wert 
- • /. by 
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by no means qualified either as profecutors or 
judges in fiich matters ; and therefore, that it 
would have been prudent to have reserved 
thefe privileges dormant, nevclr to be produ* • 
ccd but upon very great and urging occafi- 
ens, where the ftate is in apparent danger, 
the univerfal body of the people in tiamours 
againft the adminiftration, and no other re- 
nedy in view. But for a few popular ora* 
tors or tribunes, upon the fcorc of ferjbnal 
fiqmet 5 or to employ the pride tbey conceive in 
feeing tbemfelvet at the bead of a fatty \ or at 
a Method for advancement ; 'or movtd by cer- 
tain powerfiii arguments that could make De-' 
mofthenes Pbilij>pixet for fuch men, I fay, 
when the ftate would of itfelf gladly be quiet, 
and hathi befides, affairs of the \zii .impor-' 
tanceupon the anvil, to imfeacb Miltiades "^^ 
after a great naval viSory^ for nvt furfuing 
the TtrTizn fleet ; to impoacb Ariftides, the per- 
fin moji verfed among them in the knowledge ax J 
froQtce of their laws 9 for a ' blind fufpicion , of 
his offing in an arbitrary way (that ts, as they 
expound itf not in concert with the people :) to 
impeach Pericles, icfter all his fervtces, for a 
fevj inconfiderable accounts i or to impeach 
Phocion, nvbo bad been guilty of no other crime 
hut negociating a treaty for the peace and f ecu- 

ritj 

* Thoagb in other paflaget lord Orffd^t charac- 
ter is fuppofed to be diawn under the name of 7*/>/« 
miftocUs^ yet he feemt to be tepiefentcd by MiUiadtt' 
hat i Sot Tbtmifietlet wu not impeached at all. Scs 
p.»7. 
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rityqf his couHttyt wb9t C9144 the con^u* 
atioB of Aichproceodin^ end in^ biu the ul;* 
ter dticouragemept of all virtuous a^ioiM sukI 
peribnS) and confequeiUly m the ruin of 9 
ftate,? .tbei^ore the hlitodans of thofe age^ 
Seldom. faU to (et this matter m all ita lightv 
leaving us the higheft- a|nd maH honouiabl^ 
idsas of thofe peiibnsy who fuffered bv tha 
perfecutioa of the people, together with fho 
fatal confequences they had, and how th« 
perfecutors (eldom failed to re[>ent, wh«n.U 
was too late. " * 

Thefe inijpeachments perpetually failing up« 
on many of the beft men poth in Gruu and 
Komtf are a dood of witifeiies, and exam-- 
pies enovgk to discourage men of virtue and 
abilities fj;om engag^n^ in the feifvicer of th« 
fuiblic \ and hel^ on the other fide to intr«~ 
auee the ambitious, the covetous,, the fuper* 
. iicial, and the ill-dkiigiQing ; who are as apt 
to be bold, and forward, and meddling, a» 
the former are to be cautious, aiia .mode^, 
and ifeferved. This wa'a fo well known in 
Orefcif^ that an eagemefs after employmenta 
m the fiate was looked upon by wife men,; 
as the wor(( title a xnan could iet up} a^ 
made Plato £Eiy, ^at^if aU mint were asgQod, 
as tbn Qu^btf tie quarrel in a conimonfVJeaUh 
V^Butd he^ not as it is tt$*(V, <wbo (hould be mi' 
rtifters offiate% but nvbo Jbould not befo. And 
* Socrates t% introduced by Xetiophon ieveiely 
chiding a friend of his for not entering in^* 
Ihe public fervice, when, he was every ws^ 

^naiu 
* Lib* Memwab* 
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^uallfie^ £o' It: fucb a backwardaei^ ther^ 
va& at that time among good meo to cagagf 
yrith an uTurpifig people, ai\d a fett of frag'* 
tnati^ ambtiious orators,. Aod ^Didoruf 
tells V9, that when the peUilifmynk% cr^£ied a( 
^raaifSf in imitation, of thf) \ oiradfln ai 
Jtbi^^ it was fo ndtoriov^y levelled againft 
all who had either birth ox merit, to recoin^ 
mend thexxi* that whoever pofleifcd either^ 
Withdrew for feaiy y^ would h^vc nc^ con^ 
cem in public affairs. So that the peopU 
tl)eniielve$ were forced to abrogate it foe feaf 
cf bringis^ all things into oonfuflon. 

There ^s one, thing more to b^ obferved* 
wherein alL the popujaf impeachmenta in 
Creect and muu Teemed to have acreed ; att4 
ikuLt waS| a notion tlhey had of being con- 
cerned in ppitu of honour t9 condemn what-* 
ever perlbn they impeached^ however friv»« 
lous the articles were, upon whieh they b<<^ 

t Ofirgiijm vr»s a fciiid of popular ieateace ta 
^an^ihmeht pafled agaioft men whofq perfooal inftu- 
cnce, Irom vrhatever cattle^ was thou|)it to reader 
them 4angerohs to the ftate : the votes were given by 
wrhiAg the name of the peHbii on a dteSl, by Che 
^rtekt^ called irfOtxoh auid cafting the ftell into aj|- 

Pttafffmmn rfiotei^ce nearly of titt ha» kbuf ^ 
and as Q/^rM/^watdeBomimted from rite fteli« eit 
wldcb the oane of ihe fufpciCled party were written, 

WetaHfin took its name irom «/ra7M)r» a kaf» wbidb 
llie Syracftfin^ aiiid for th«tai9]^rpolb. 
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gan, or however weak the Arnnifes^^ whereoif 
Ihey were to proceed in their proofs* For^ lb 
conceive that the body of tke people tcmld be 
hiiftaken> was an indignity not to be imagin-^ 
edy till the boh'fequences had convinced them, 
when it was paft remedy. And I look upoa 
&is as a fate, to which all popular accuiati- 
ons areTubje^; thongh I /hould tliink that 
the frying, Fox pbpttli vox Dei, oijght to b« 
tindemood of the unirerfal bent and current 
of the people, not of the iare majority <(i^ 
few repreientatives, which is often procured 
by little arts, and great induftry and upplW 
cation ; wherein thofe who engage in iUbat pur- 
fuits of malice and revenge, are much more 
iedulous than fuch as would prevent thenu 

From what hath been deduced of the difi^ 
fentioni in Kome Ve^n^een the two bodies' of 
patricians aDd plebeians, feveral 'refief^ioat 
may be made. • ■ ' 

' firftf That, when the balance of power is 
duly fixed in a Hate, nothing is more dange- 
rous or upwife, than to give way \<» the Jirjt 
fieps of popular, incroachments ^ which is ufu-« 
ally done either in hopes of procuring ea(c; 
and quiet from fome vexatious clamour, or, 
elfe made mercbanMfi, and -merflj bought 4utd 
fold. This is breaking into a conftitution to 
feive a prefent expedient, or fupply aprefent 
exigency : the remedy of an empiric, to ilifle 
tlie ureient paiti, but with certam profpe61: oC 
fudden and terribk returns. When a ciiild 
, grows eafy and content by being honoured $, 
and when ,9, iovel becomes fatisiied by /flialt* 

compli- 
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c^mp^iaiOces^ without further purftiits ) then 
€xpe^ to find popular aflemb^ies content with 
Imall conceiTions. If there covld one.iingle 
example be brought from t))e whole coinpafs 
of hiftory^ of any one popular aflembly, who^ 
after beginning to contend for power^ ever 
lat down quietly with a certain mart : or if 
one inftance could be produced of a popular 
afiemblv, that ever knew, or propofed, or 
declared what (hare of power was their due j 
then might there be fome hopes> that it were 
a matter to be ad)ufted by reafonings^ by con- 
ferences> or debates ; buti.iince ?U that is ma« 
nifelUy otherwile, .1 fei^ no other coiafe to be 
taken in a f<;ttled ftate, than a fteady eonftant 
refolution in thofe, towhoni the reft of th^ 
balanc^ is enti-ufted, never to give way fo 
iar to popular clamours, as to make the leaii 
br|^ch in ihe conftitution, through tivbich a 
mUlion of abufes and incroachments will cer- 
tainly in tinie force their way. • 

Agsun, from this dedu^ion it will not be 
difficult to gather and ailign certain marks of 
popular incroachments ; by obferving of which^ 
thoTe who hold the. balance in a ftate may 
|udge of the degrees, and, by early reme- 
die> and application, put a ftop to the fatal 
conlequences that would otherwife enftte« 
What thofe marks are, hath been at large de- 
duced* smd need not be liere repeated. 

Another confequence is this: that (with 

all refped for popular aifemblies be it fpoke) 

it is hard to recoiled one folly, iniii-mity, or 

yke^ to wlnich a fmgle man i$ fubje^led, and 

3 frpm 
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fr^mwhkh 'a body of topimont, dther odlkci 
ti¥« or reprefented, can be whoHy exempt. 
For, b^deft that they are compo(e^ of men 
with all their infirmities about them, they 
have alfo f^ ill fortune to be generally led 
amd influenced by the very worft among them* 
ifel^eSy I mean, pt>pular orators, tribknes, or, 
at they are now ftykd, great heakert, tead-^ 
ing men^ and the like. From whence it comes 
to pafty that in their refults we have (bme* 
times found the fame i^it of cruelty and re^* 
Tenge^ of malice and^'pride^ the fame bltndneis 
and <A>ft]|iacy and unfteadinefs, the fame un« 
goTemable rage and aneer, the lame injuf* 
tice^ fophiftrv, and frauds that ever lodged In 
tilt breaft of any individual. 

Again, in all free ftates the evil td^e a* 
iroided is tyranty^ that is to fay, f^tfummd 
imperii or unlimited power folely in the hands 
of the <mef tbe/pw, or the many. Now, w« 
have (hewn, that, although rooft rev^utiona 
of gpvemment in Greece and K^Mf began with 
the tyranny of the people, yet they generally 
concluded in that of a iingie perfon ; fo that 
an uiurping populace is its own dufe ; a inere 
ttnderworker, and a purchafer in truft for 
fomc (ingle tyrant, whofe ftate and power they 
advance to their own min, with as blind an 
inftinift, a% tho(i? worms tha( die with weav- 
ing magnificent habits for beings of a^upe-* 
rior nature to. their own. 
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C H A P. V. 

SOME refl0£)lioi» upon dw late public 
proceedings among us, Mid that variety 
•f fa&ions into vAnch we are ftiil fo intri- 
caftely engaged. ,gave occafion to this difco^rfe. 
I am not 4EDn«:i<ras, that I faaire foited ont 
exaaiplcj^ or put it into any other light than 
k appeared to tdt kmg before I had thought 
•f producii^ iti 

I cannot conclude witboot adding fame 
jpartkuiar remarks upon the prefent nofture 
of aflairs i^nd difpofitioBS in this kingdom. 

The fate of empire is grown a coaiikion« 
nlace' : thatali forms of government^ having 
been inftttutad hy men^ muft be mortal like 
their authora, and have their periods of dura* 
tion limited as well as thoft of private per- 
- tsmi* This it ^ truth of vulgar knowledge 
and obfervatioo x but there arefew| who turn 
their thoughts to examine» how thole difeafes 
in a itate are bred, ihathaften its end} which 
would however be a verv ufeful inquiry. Fot 
dibugh we cannot profong the period of 9. 
commonwealth beyond the decree of heaven» 
Ql* the date of its nature, any more than hu- 
man life beyond the Ibrength of the feminal 
virtue} yet we may manage a dckly coafti« 
tution, and preferve a ^rong one ; ^ we may 
watch and prevent accidents i we may turn 
off a great blow from without, and jpurgc; 
away an ill humour that is lurking within : 
and by thefe and oth^r fuch methods.render , 
2 aftate 
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a ftate long-lived, though not immartal. Yet 
/ome phyficians have thou^t, that, if it were 
pra6lioabIe to keep the ieveral humours of 
the body in an exaft* equal balaoice of 'each 
with its t^ppofite^ it might be.immoitali and 
fo perhaps would a political body, if the ba- 
lance of poWer could be abvays held ^a£tl^ 
even. But, I doubt, this is as impofiible in 
practice as the other. 

It. hath an Appearance «£ fotality, and that 
the period of a ftate approacheth, when a con* 
currence-of many circumftancesy- both within 
and without,, unite towards its rntn : while 
the whole body of the people alt either 'ft^. 
pidly negligent, or elfe giving in With ' all 
their might t6 thofe yerypi-a^tices, that are 
working their deftrudcion. To fee whole bo-«^ 
dies bf men bitaking a conftitution by the 
very fame errors, th^t so many have been hyoke^ 
before : to obferYe bppofite parties, who. can 
agree in nothing elfe, yet firmly > united in 
fuch meafuresi aS muft certainly ruin their 
country ; in Aiort, tobe encomptifled With the 
greateft dangers from without, to be torn by 
many virulent fa^Vions. within ; then to be 
fecure and fenCelers under all this^ and to 
make it the very leaft of our concern : thefe, 
and iome others that might be named, appear 
to me to be the moft likely fymptoms in a 
ftate of A ^chiefs unto deaths 

S^oJ procul a nobis fleSat fprtuna gphernans : * 
Bt ratio poliuSf qnatfi ns perfuadeat ipfa. 

LUCR^T. 

There 
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There are fom^ eonjunfttiref , wherein the 
death or diflblution of government is more 
lamentable in its confeqaences, than it would 
be in others. And, 1 think, a ftate can ne- 
ter arrive to its periiod in a more deplorable 
aifSy than at a time when fome /ft»r# in the 
iutgbb9Krh9od^ of vaft power and ambition, 
Ixet hovering like a' vulture to devour, or, 
at IttStf diTmember its dying cavcafs; by 
whidi meant it becomes only a province or 
acqoifition to fome mi^ty monarchy, with* 
out hopes*^ of a reiurreftion. 

I know very well, there is a fett of (an« 
guine tempers, who deride and ridicule, in 
the number of fopperies, all fuch apj[)rehen- 
fions at thefe. They have it ready in their 
mouths, that the people of £y^/aii^ are of a 
genius and temper never to admit flavery a« 
mong them \ and thc^ are fumifhed with a 
great many common-places upon that iub|eft. 
But it feemt to me, that fuch diicoorfet do 
leaibn upon Ihort views, #nd a very mode- 
rate compaft of thought. For I think it a 
great error to count upon the genius of a na- 
tion, as a ftanding argument in all ages, iince 
there is hardly a fpot of ground in Europft 
where the inhabitant^ have not frequently 
and inth-ely changH their temper and genius. 
Heither can I fee any reafim, why the geniut 
of a nation (hould ht more fixed in^ the point 
of government, than in their morals, their 
learning, their relieion, their common hu- 
mour and converfatton, their diet and their 
fomplexioni which do all notorioufly vary 
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■Jmoft in ev^ry W, tod may every one of 
them have i^rcat effefta up«a metta fiotiont of 
govexnmeiit. ^ ' 

Since the /^f«Mii<c<«iqliaft the baUmce of 
f>6#«r is BngUmd h*lJ» . <>ftaii vai>ie4ft and 
ibmetime^ bean whoUy ovartumedi the^r-t 
^hich the comtHAna bad m it,» (tbrntm^ dif* 
tnudfoim) in iU trfghah f^jp^U ^^ «f- 
$ent^ waayi by iheir o^n «efi^miui8« iHtt a 
very inoon&dsra^ fluHre, ^OeneralAy fpaak-r 
kib,/jthey bwe been^^ining ^vei' ia^^» th<>* 
with frequent internif^lkMia a»d flow pro-, 
graft. The aboliihing. of wHam^ , together 
with the cplkDim itttroduced (or fnwrrtlkled) a- 
moog the iibbka of feUifig t^ilr lands in fefae 
seigm of Hemy the Seventh, waa a nugkty 
sdlttiott to the powec of lihe fioauDona : yd 
I thrnka much gpaaterhanpaiwl in the tiins 
^f bia focoeffor, at the diflblulioa of the ab-* 
beysi far thia twrned the clergy wholly ooa 
of ^e ioklcv who had To long i^led its ^md 
plaead the fommom in their ftead » who in « 
6w yaa#s bacanare ppiie^led of vaii ^uaatittea 
of thofe arid <^th.#r lands, by giant or :pi»r- 
cfaaft.. About <he«a»ddle of queeoJS/^^^'a 
ivtgm I lake the power- between the nobles 
nd the cartau^m «o'hav« been in io4tt €(|»ail 
ba^aoce, than it wa* ovter be^e or finoc* 
Biit then or foon after arofe a fa^ion in Eiig^ 
imd^ wbioh ooder tike naide offurii^ began 
lo gr^w popular by molding up their ntiw 
fchenies of religion with 'republican princi- 
tiles in government 5 , and> gaining upon tho 
fffrogiUivi «s veil aa ;be tf^/#/> .undter k^ 
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rend db]ioniinationt» for the fpact of vhoM 
fixty ycan^ 4id at- hift «vc»tiii«w tlfe« eonlK^ 
tutioBy anily accerdiag to th« wfual conrfe of 
foch rerobitioiis, iMd isttodw^ a tjrmnyp 
fork of l9ie people^ and then of a fiBgl« peiw 
ibflu ^ 

Im a iMsrt tiioe aA^r, tkt oM Mv«rnment 
ynm rtw'vued. But the nvogrefs or affairs for 
alaioft dikty y<aara» oooer the reigns of two 
weak j^iri&cetfy is a AibJtA of a very dfile« 
lent aat«re t when tha balaace was in danger 
te he OTartmniad by the hands that held k, 
wihieh was at laft tory ft afenaUy prtvented by 
the late nvobttOB. However, as it is the 
talent of hnman aatnre to mn from 6nc exr . 
tnmr to another, ib fit a very few years we 
have made jaiightjr leaps from prerogative 
heights ii^tothedBpthtof pqwlanty, and, I 
daabt» to die very iaft degree that our confti-^ 
tutioB will bosh It were to be wiftiedi that 
the nioft auguft afliembly of the commons 
would plaa£b to form %famk3 of their own 
ppwer and privileges, to be confirmed by the 
mtire legiflative authority, and that in as {q^ 
leom a manner, (if Aeypleafe) as the magfta 
tharta* B«t to ^x one foot of thcii* compafs 
where-ever they think fit, and extend the 
other to fuch terrible lengths, without de- 
fcribinganycireumfbtnce at all, is to leave 
us ana tbeoifelves in 'a Tery uncertaip ftate^ 
and in a Ibrt of rgiationj that | the author gf 

£ a tht 

Mr. Jatiu4 Bkrringtow, fiunetims in the Arr 

/ 
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the Oceana never dreamed on. I belieyd the 
moft hardy tribune will not venture to afHrift 
at preient» . that any juft fears of introachment 
are given us from the regal power» or ^t fruit 
and is it then impoifible to err on the ether 
fide? How far muft we proceed^ or where 
Aiall we flop ? Tbi ragmgoftbe fea and the 
madnefs qfibe fie^U are put together in holy 
writ : and it is God alone who can lay to ei- 
ther, Hitbirto JhaH tbou'pafs^ andmfurtber* 

The balance of power ma limited ftate is 
of fuch abfolttte neceflityy thatOMK«(tf//him- 
felfy before he had fterfe£Hy confirmed his 
tyranny, having fooHB occaiions for the ap- 
pearance of a parliiunenty was forced to create 
and ere£^ an intire new houie of lords (fuch 
as it was) for a counterpoife to the commons. 
And indeed, confidering the vilenefs df the 
clay, X have fbmetimes wondered, that no 
tiibune of that age durft ever venture to alk 
the poUeTf Ifbat dofi tbou make ^ But it was 
then about the laft a6k of a pop^^lar uiurpa* 

tion, 

vice of king CbarUt I. after whole death he diew up 
and printed a form, of popular gpvemment, intitled, 
7be Commonweaitb of Oceana: .he eodeavonied like* 
. wife to promote this fcheme by puUic difcourfet at a 
nightly meeting of ieveral curiooi gjcntlemen in Ntw 
Palace-Tard, fFeflminfter, This dab wat called the 
JRota ; and Mr. ifenry Nevilt one of its members, 
propofed to the then houfe of common*, that a third 
part of the fenate ihould nte out by ballot every year, 
and be Incapable of bebg elected agiin ior threa 
yean to come* 


ti^i, and fyf* or Crmmidl had already ptfo* 
pared tb«iii f^r that of a fingle pcrfon, 

I have'been often amaaed at the rude, paf^. 
fum^te, and imftaken rdults, wliich have at 
certain times fallen from great aflemblieB, 
both ancient Md medem^ and of other coun- 
tries as well a$ our own. This gave me the 
o(Mnion» I mentioned awhile ago; that pub- 
lie eonveatiops are liable to all the infirmities^ 
follies* and vicea of i>rivate men. To which 
if there be anjr exception* it rouft be of fuch 
^mblies* wlip a£t by uMivirfid conart, up9m 
pMcprtMciplap and for fitbht nds \ fuch as 
proceed upon debates without unb€C§mifig 
twarmtbSt or htfuiMfi from particular leaders 
imd v^Uumrs \ nich whole members^ inftead^- 
aofvtffifig t0 procuti majorities for ibeir prt' 
^foti 9finiattS9 an rtadf to compfy nmtb general 
pbet refidiJt though tautrary to their own fen» 
timffitt, ' Whatever ailemblies a^ by thefe , 
9nd other methods of the like natwe, mufl: bo 
allowed, to be«cxeinpt from feveral imperfec- 
tionst tcNirhich. particular men are lubje^ed. 
But I think the fource of moft miftakes and 
mifcarriages, in matters debated ]>y public af- 
Cbinblies* arHeth ftom. the influence of private 
perions upon great numbers, ftyled, in com- 
non nhraie» leaSng mm and parties. And 
^cwece when we ibnietimes meet a fet» 
<Wordx put together* which is called the *vote 
or refmtion of an afiembly, and which we 
cannot pofltbly reconcile to prudence or public 
gptfdf it is noft charitable to conje^ra* that 

E J iuch 
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fuch a vote liat been ^OBCeivedy andbol'ni* 
and bredy in a private brain, afterwards raifed 
ahd fupported by an obfequious party, and 
then witn ufual methods confirmed by an ar^^ 
t\ficial majority. For, }et us fuppofe five 
hundred men, mixed in point of tenfe and 
honefty, as ufually affemblies are $ and let ut 
fuppo& thefe men propoilng, debating, re- 
fpivmg, voting according to the mere natural 
motions of their own little or much reafon and 
underftandin? ; I do allow that abundance of 
iodigefted and abortive, many pernicious and 
fooUfli oveitures would arife, and float a few 
minutes ; but then they would die and difap-. 
pear. Becaufe this muil be faid in behalf ef 
human kind, that common fenfe and plain 
reafon, while men are difengagod from ac« 
<)uired opinioils,< will ev^rhave fome general 
influence upon their minds ; whereas the foe- 
cks of folly and vice are infinite, and Co dif- 
ferent in every individual, that they could 
never procure a majority, if other corruptions 
did not enter topervotmens underftandingsi 
and mifguide their wills. 

To defcribe how parties are bred in an af* 
fembly would be a work too difficult at pre-' 
fent, and perhaps not altogether fafe t /^m-i 
cubfie plenum otusalete. "N^ether thofe, who 
are leaders, ulually arrive at that ftation more 
by a fort of /mftin^l or fecret compofition of 
their nature, or influence of the ftars, than 
by the pofleflion. of any great abilities^ may 
be a point of much diipute % but, yrhen the 

leader 
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feader is once fbeed, there will never fail to 
be followers. And man is fo apt to imitate, 
£6 touch of the nature of Jheep, (imitatores, 
femfttrnpecus) that whoever is jfo bold to give 
the firft great leap over tbe beads of tbofe about 
him, though he be the worft of die flock». 
ihall be quickly followed by the reft. Be-f 
fides, when parties ztt once formcd| the ilrag • 
glers look lo ridicillous^ and become fo in- 
fignificanty that they have no other wav, but 
to run into the herd, which at leaft will hide 
and proteA them i and where to be much con- 
fidet^ requires only to be very Violent. 

But there is t>ne circumftanoe with relation 
to patties, which I take to be of all otherf 
moft pernicbus in a ftate $ and I would be 

flad anv partisan would helj[> me to a tolera- 
te reaion, that» becaufe CbdtM and Curio hap- 
pen to agree with me in a few Angular no- 
tionsy I nuft therefore blindly foliow them 
in all t or, to ftate it at beft, that beciiufe Bibu^ 
kis the party^man is peffuaded, that G^diuf 
and Curio do really propoie the good of their 
country as theif chief end i therefore Bibulus 
(hall be Wholly guided and governed by them 
In the means and meafures towards it. Is it 
tnough for Bibulus^ and the reft of the herd» 
to fay without further ex^lminiiig, 1 am qftbi 
fidi witb Clodiu8> 0A / vote nuitb Curio ? are 
thefe proper methods to form and make upr 
what they think ftt to eall the united wifdom 
6f tbe nation f Ps it not poflible, that upon 
fnnc occafioYt Chdius' miy be bold and in(o- 

]ent» 
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UbU borne ^w^y by bis paffion, malicimirii 
;ind r<ven|efu) ? That Cuno may be c^rnipt* 
axkd expote to fale his tongue or bU pen ? I 
conceive it far below the dignity both of hu- 
man nati^re/ and human reafony to be en-* 
gaged in ^nJ party* the moft plaufible foeveri^ 
upon fueh fenrile conditions. 

This influence of 994 upon xr^vfy wUch 
ieems to be as great in a people nprrfentfJf 
9S it was pf old in the xomnions (^lU&wty -to- 
gether with the cpqfequences it hath had ^poii 
the legiflaturcj hath given me frequent occa-r 
iion to. refleft upon what t>iadorut tells us of 
one dmrondiU^ a law«giver to the Sjbsi^Ues^ 
tn ancient people of ii^9 who was io averfo 
from all innovation, eipecia]Iy when it waa 
to proceed from particular perfon^, (and X 
fimpof*, that he mightputitout of the poweir 
of men fond of their own notions to difturb 
the copftitiition at their pleaAires» by ad<« 
vancing private fchemes) that ]pp provided n 
ftatutet that whoever propofisd any alteratioa 
to be made, Aiould ftep out and do it with a 
i-ope about hit neck i if the lyiatter pronoied 
were generally approved, then it ihould pa(h 
uto a law i if It went in the negative, th< 
propoier to be immediately bang$d. Great 
mipi^ers mav talk of what pioje^ls they pleafei 
but I am ^ceiyed] if a n)ore effectual one 
^uld ever be found for taking ojf (as tha 
jiprefent phrale is) thoiie hot .unquiet fpij^ta* 
vrho dilhirb af&mbliesv and obftru^ publio 
affairs, by gratifyinj^ their pride» their m%r 
lice, their am)>ition> or their avarice. 

Tbofe, 
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• TlM^fe, who in a late reign began the dif* 
tinftion between the ptrfinM and poUHc capa^ 
rity» Teem to have had reaibUy . if thev judged 
of princes by Ihemfelves \ for, I thinlc, tbcr^ 
is nardly. to be found' through all nature a 
greater difference between two things, than 
there is between a representing commoner iit 
the fnn6li6n of his public calling, and the 
lame perlbo when he a^ in the common oM* 
ces of life* Here he allows himfelf to be upx 
on a level with the reft of mortals : here to 
follows his own reafiin, and his own way | 
and rather affe6b a (ingularity in his actions 
and thoughts, than fervilely to copy either 
from the '^nfeft of his neighbours. In fliort^ 
here his folly, and his wifdom^ his reafon 
and hispaiiions are all of his own growth, not 
the eccho or infufion of other men. But» 
when he i-i got near tiie walls of his affembly^ 
he affumes and affefts ah tntire fett of very 
different airs; he conceives himfelf a being 
of a fuperior nature to. thofe witboiUf and ail- 
ing in a fphere, where the vulgar methods for 
the conduct of human life can be of no ufe. He 
is lifted in a party, where he neither knows 
,the temper, nordeiigns,: ilor perhaps the per- 
fon pf ms leader : but whoft opinions he ToI« 
lows and maintains with a zeal and faith at 
violent, as a young fcholar does thofe of a 
philofopher, wnofe ikCi he is taught to pro« 
fiefs . He hath neither opinions, nor thoughts,. 
Aoraf^ions^ Aortalk, that he ean call his own, 
, but all conveyed tohiih by his leader, as wind 

is 
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iji thfmijflk .«! orgf B. The no«ri(kmcnt h« 
reciMraiy lutik bom a«t only ebtwed but ^ 
|44U4 belbrt^itoameilKtoh«sitt0ulik« Thss 
iiiAni6btd» be fpilaws iktpartp ricbt or wroaff 
tbimiigjh all Us ifentinunftty aoo acqwtres s 
fimiraM and ftiffnoft of cpinioB oM at-ali cMi* 
feAianiath him. 

Tbia eocourara me t» bo{ic, tiiai, dttring 
tbe fOPtiint hfcid iatwval» the memhm futic*- 
cd to thair kanies anay fiil|itnd a while their 
mgmrui cami^aeions^ aad, taught by the calm* 
fiefnof the kene and the 6a£Niy ma^ume the 
9^Uki» iedatcnefs a£ their tamper. If thie 
(hovldbefi), it mwM bewifeia tbem» aais. 
^viduai and private meitala, to lode back z 
little vpDB the ftorais they have r«j/}//, as welt 
9S thoie they haw ^fe^^. To nMt, that 
ihey have beea authors of a aew and woader* 
f«i thiAi; in Stqfiuul, trhieh is» for a- hoiifi» 
of eommoM to loft the uaivcribl favoMur of the 
pvAbtrs they reprcienti to <^fiinie» how 
thofe^ whom they tboufht fit to peiiecute for 
fightaoiiihers iako» have been .openly carelled 
by the mojilej anii to remember how them* 
iiHvea iat m feai of their perfoos irompopu* 
9f rage, Now» if they wotdd k|ww the ft. 
tmt «f all this uaprtcedented proceedinff ia 
Ibeir maj^griy they muft not impute it to dietr 
freedom in d^ate, or declaring their opinio 
6iM| but to that unparliameiitary abuft of 
fitting mdifvUMah f^ MWr pmidits^ who 
were hated by God a«d man. 'For, itftema^. 
the mfi of the people^ la Aieh conjundurea 

aa 


i» fiu9» Imto op«he4 tlm eyety «ia wtU HH 
oiidvre to hti^vwn$A by C&i/i m and Oiri9# 
^t the head or their HffniAmt though ^db 
We dwr- f» AUMtovt^ «id'C«ii^Mlfed of thieiv 
•wn ic^eienlattvM. 

This nvcrfion of the peofile agamAthe laM 
]^roce«difi|tt of the co»niom is an aoddcMy 


that. If it laft a while, might he ianored xm 

good oies for fetting the balance or power a 
ttle more upon an equality, than their late 


meafures feem to promife or admit. This 
accident may be imputed to two caufes : the 
firft 18 an uniTerfal fear and apprehenfion of 
the greatnefs and power of Frana^ whereof 
the people in general feem to be Tery much 
and juftly poiufled^ and therefore cannot but 
reient to fee it) in fo critical a junfture, who!* 
ly laid afide by their wiintflerst U^e commonii. 
The other caofe is a great love iknd fenfe of 
gratitude in the people towards their prefent 
A^, grounded upon a long opinion and ex* 
penence of his merit, as well at conceilionS 
to all their reafonable defires : fo that it is for 
forae time they hay^ begun to fay, and to 
ietoh inftnnces, where he hath in many things 
been hai4ly ufed. How long thefe humours 
may laft, (for paifiops ate momentary, and 
efpecially thofe of the multitude) or Mrhat con • 
fequences they may produce, a little time wDi 
diicover. But whenever it comes to pafs, that 
a popular aifembly, free from fuch obftruc- 
ttons, and already pofTelTed of more power, 
thaaan e^ual balance will allow, (hall continue 

to 
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%o tlunl^ f^ ^^^ i^ot enough, but by cramp*- 
uig the hand that holds the balance, and by 
impuubiKemti or ^fintions with the noble^/ 
endeavour ftill for more } I cannot poflxbly 
fee in the common courfe of things, how the 
fione caulee can jirodvce different effefls and 
ccmfequences among us, from wh^t they di4 
f fi 0«rr # and JtMUTt 
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O F A 

Church of England Man 

With idjpea td 

RsLlGiON and Government. 

Written in the Yeat lyoS.* 

WHOEVER hath examined the con- 
du£k and proceedings of both parties 
iot Come years paft. whether in or out of 
power, cannot well^^onceive it poflible to go 
»r towards the extremes of either, without 
offei'ing Tome violence to his integrity or un<- 
derftanding. A wife and good man may in* 
deed be fometimes induced to comply with a 

F num* 

* This appean to be aa apology for the Tories* 
and a juflificattoi] of them sgainft the mifreprefenta- 
tions ii the Whigs, who were then in the mioiftry^ 
sod ded eVery artifice to perpetaate t&eir power. Mr, 
Sarley, afterwardi lord Oxford, had by the influ- 
ence of the duke of hfarlioreugh and lord-treaforer 
Cjtdolpbim, been lately removed from his poft of prin- 
cipal feoretary of ftate j and Mr. St, John, after- 
^^ardslord Bolinghroke, re6giied his place of iecreta. 
fj St war, and fir ^isvsff Haremrt that of atteraev* 
leacral. ' 
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fiamlMr, VbofC'OpinioA he generally apj>rove»p 
tkougli it ^ po haM agninft his •wb. B«t 
this fiberty (hould be made iifc of upon verjr 
few oceaiions, aiidthole^f fmall iRipoitance^ 
ind then only with a view of bringing over his 
owniiAe atooither time 79 fofHetbini; of gmtwc 
and more jmblk: imrftient. Butt^ fsrcrilw^ 
the innocency of a frit nd, the good of our 
country* or ont own cos^bknce, to the hit* 
mour, or paffion* or intereft of a party, plain* 
fylheWs^ tli^«vtiier i^uir 4eads «r «o«ir heaitt 
are jiot as they (hould be } yet this very prae« 
tice is the veiy fufidemeatal law of each fac- 
tion aFHong tiSy as may t)e bbvions to any, 
who will impartially and without engajrement 
be at the pams to examine th«ir a^fons, .wliicli 
however is not fo eafy a taft : fer it fe^nit s 
j>nnciple In humran nature, to inttineont \nry 
inore than artother, even in matters ^here w^ 
}ire wholty unconcenxctl. And it is )i€om«> 
nion obfervation, that in reading a liiftory of 
Fafts done a thoirfaird }'ears i»go, orl^an^in^ 
by at play among thofc, whoarcferftft /hwn* 
gers to us, we are apt to find our hopes and 
•wilhes engaged on a Sudden in favoin* of one 
^de more than another. No bonder the* 
that we are all fo ready to intereft ouHelvvs tn 
^he courle of public affairs, where the tpoft 
incon£derable have Tome real ft are. and, by 
the wonderful importance which every man n 
oftohhnfelf, a very great uff/'^/W^y one. 

And indeed, when tht: two parties, that di- 
inde the whole co«imon wealth, come imce !• 
%i-vptwt| wuiiont aay h«{>cs kit tf iW«k^ 
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htg a third with belter principles to balance 
iLe (ulicis, it Iccins every man's duty to cluife 
9Bt: ei' th« two llJes, though he cannot intire- 
hf i>p{>iove of either i and all pretences to 
KiitiuUty arc jiiiliy ej^ploded by both, being 
ido ilule aod obvious^ only intending die 
^iety and caTe ofa few individuals, while 
the public is embroiled. This was the opi- 
■Iqr suid pra^ice of the latter Cmo^ whom I 
cftcem to have been the wiieit and bell of ali 
tiieRMua/u *• . But, before things proceed t» 
•pen viokccey the trueli fervice a private man 
may hope to do bis couDtry» h by unbiaHing 
k»s aund a^.much as poihble» and then en« 
fovonriug to moderate between the rival 
fowtrSp which muii needs be owned a faii* 
|iR)aBeding with the world, becaule it is of 
aB others the leafl condilent with the common 
M^ of making a fortune by the m^rit of aa 


I have gone a& far as I an^ able In qualify. 
iBgmylelf to be fucha mo^ieratort I believt 
1 am no bigot in religion, and I am fure I am 
looe in government. 1 converfc in full free« 
^om with many confiderable men of both par* 
ties I and, if not in equal number, it is purel^f 
iccidental and periboal, as happening to M 
■tar the <;ourty and to have made acquaint* 
nee there, rame under one mini dry than ano* 
ther. Then, I am not uudei*. the necpifitv of 
^cciariog myielf by the pi*ofpe6l of an employ^ 

F a mcnt 
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tntnt. And taftly, if all this be not iufficient^ 
1 induftcioufly conceal my name* which whol- 
ly exempts me from any hopes and fears ia 
delivering my opinion. 

In coniequence of this free ufe of my rea«^ 
ion, I cannot poflibly think fo well or ib iH 
of either party» as they would endeavour to 
perfuade the world of each other, and of thet&« 
felves. For initaiice ; I do not charge it up-, 
on the body of the nvbigs or the ' terus, thaft 
their feveral principles lead them to introduce 
prefbytery^ and the religion of the church of 
Rome, or a commonwealth, and arbitrarj^ 
power. For why ihould any party be accu- 
sed of a principle, which they foLemnly dii^ 
own and proteft againft? But, to this tbejr 
have a mutual aniwer read^ : they both au 
fnre us, that their adverfanes are not to be 
believed; that they diibwn thehr principles 
out of fear, which are manifeft enough^ 
when we examine their practices. To prove 
this they will produce inftances, on ofie fide, 
either of avowed preibyterians, or perfons of" 
libertine and atheiftical tenets, and 6n the 
other of profefTed papiiU, or fuch as are open- 
ly in the infereft of the abdicated family. 
Now it is very natural for all fubordinate 
fe£ls and denominations in a ftate to fide witli 
fome general party, and to chuie that^ which 
they nnd to agree with theoifelves in (bme ge- 
neral principle. Thus at the riftoration tt^ 
preibyterians, aoabaptifts, indqiendents, and 
other fe£b, did all, with very good reafon, 
unite and folder up their feverai fchemes to 

joia 
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Job a^nft thte dturtb^ who, widiout regard 
lo their diftinAionSy treated them all as equal 
adirerfariet. Thus, ot&r prefient diflenters d» 
tcry naturally dofe in with the whiet^who 
fBoith moierattmif declare they abhor all 
thoughts of pirfeattmf , and think it hard that 
thofe^ who oiiTer onlv in a few ctnmomis and 
J^HtiatkHs^ ihould be denied the privilege 
aad profit of rervinjg their cbimtry in the high-* 
cftemploym^ts offtate. Thus, the atheifts^ 
fibertines, detpifers of religion and revelation 
in general^ that is to fay, all thofe who ufu* 
ally pals imder the name €^ Fru-tbrnkers^ do 
properly join with the fame body; becaufti 
tbtf likewife preach up moderation^ and are 
not fi> over*nice to difttnguifii. between an un- 
limited liberty of conicience, and ate ualimi- 
ted freedom of opinion. Then, on the other 
fide, the profefled firmnefs of the tories for 
cpijcopacy^ as an apoftolical inftitution : their 
ikvcriion to thofe fects, who lie under the re- 
poach of having once deftroyed their confti^ 
lotion, andwhoy they imagine^ by too indif- 
cttet a zeal -for reformation have defaced the 
primitive model of the church : next, their 
^'Cneration for monarchical government in the 
common courfe of fucceiHon, and their hatred 
<e republican (chemes : thefe, I fay* are prin- 
ciple which not only the nomuring zealots 
ptofefsy but even papifts theroielves fall rea* 
dily in with, • And every extreme, here men- 
tioned, flings a general fcandal upon the whol^ 
My it prttesds to adhere to. 

F 3 But 
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But fdrely no qtan whs^tf^cv^r «U^t in )«&• 
ticc or goocl manners t^ b^aharged wit,b ^n^ 
ciple^ he a^uaUy <iUbwfits.^ ^s^nUis Im^a^li^tt 
4o openly^ and vfitboDt t\ki i^ft room €«€ 
doubt^ €.ontradi6l Ji)t9 proi'ciTiQivx not iipo* 
iinail iiii^niie^, or becauAr'^ Ua% ^wisl^oi^ 
tune to bave ill nieA ibmeuim^ 9gf^ widt 
bim in f lew geaeial feiitimefvtf- . However,, 
thougb the extremes ojT ivlng ^|\^ ./^Hy le<m» 
VPitb tittle juftice, to bavo dva^m^ re^igHHi^ «»- 
to their controvedle^, wbermn tbey ^»v« ^i^aft 
concern, yet tbey bot^ liayie • Wt^vifed ^m^ 
kadiog {Nrincipl^ Cvom tbe aibufe of it« vrbid^ 
isy to have bttilt their ferersil fylkros of po^!i- 
lical fAitb> nat \ipp9 inc^irWs aftier. tn%tbp 
^ut upon appofittiodn to esQb ^her« upo* in^ 
^riousi aDpe}Ution«» <b9Jrgi)Vg ih^ adv«rfa-> 
rtos wUb norrid Qpinion&» ^d^ii^jrq^«<»aclh-» 
tpg tbesi to the wuit «l cbarhy a 4tt nevMr 

f3jb. ... ■ ' 

In order to revn^ye tl\efe pit]ijid><^> X himk 
thought aothiog could be morfielie^Wli lb9» 
to defcribe the ientiments of 9 chunch- oj; J^«^- 
ia«</ man with refpe^^ to reiigioiM .aii4 j^o^zaphik 
^lu-zz^ Tbis I 0ial} endeavoiit todp '» ik^hm 
man^ir^ 9A may nov be liable to^ thft leoft c^ 
^6^ion frotv eithei-partyi and which i am o«a-» 
ndent would be ^uented to by gr^at nym^et 
in both, if they were not ngiifled to t^Me c(m-» 
tual mUreprefentations by fuel\ m9ti.)iffSj at 
they would be a&amed to own. 

X ihal) begin with reltgim. 

And here, though it malces iA odd ibotvIL 
jc^ it is ncceiTaiy to hy, that whoever pro- 

feObdt 


fcfieih VmCt^ t roemher of the cborcli of 
Mt^Un^. •qght tp. bcH^ye a. God« .ami hh 
fHroviil«iK9» tog!itI|i^ witk i^evealed celigioii^ 
and ihe 4ivuiit5i o{ Cbn^^ fcu^ befiiJes thof^ 
flHuijr fhtpifij^ls wba (ta ifMeak k the phraOt 
mi difin«ft> 4^ pra^Ucjally deny aUl tbU b): tlK ^ 
iiniMMMlux tl l^ic ]»^^» tbere i^ n« finall' 
nvarhor^ vf^ ¥i thiur cotwerfatvsaaod vclt* 
ings. 4ii^ly» «v Uy <:•oi^BenceK ead^^aujc 
fy> ttvart&eow k : ytt all tbeie. pl^ce tbev/clvet 
in tWa Hi of tint ^aOMUil ckm-ck, though, at 
tht ftne tifne (as it u h^hiy reaibjiahle]^ the^ 
aregnaft ftickUvs for libici.t«- of con^cieocci, ' 

Ta aatf r uM>n pKticufau ; a* oEwrci^ q/i 
Bngimtimm w. a true veuncratioo fioc thu 
IdM^tAAbUihf^ ata^ngus^of ccclefiaiOtic ^ 
vomaMiit 9 s^n4». though n< will opt detenniaf 
wihethjartpticcfMy b.« qF dlvinQ rights h^i^ 
£i» ijFamoft ^8rmhl« to [^rlimtivQ iniUtu- 
tm^ tetft qF aU Qthecs Ibx preferviAg ordo: 
and park? » a94 lender U^ pfefept i:^;«uationa 

t cabdJatad i«r. 9Hr civil ftabGL: & iWf4 

rvefoffa AmV; tha aholiftwaezu of that ordfic 
mg ua winiM pvpv«, a nrnghty fcaadal and 
<aaEupti9li t0maa£iUh» aaa maxufeftly <fan« 
accana t^ qjur ma^af^y^ najt, hje woyld^dc/* 
•and it by vma agatoft all thfi pqwcr^ogt 
aarthy. cotoapt avr avn l^qgiflatuce ; in whix;^ 
mA^ he laawld tihnait aa taa ^aneuUalanuty^ 
a doatlH or apaftiWiwe. 

Aa tp rilaa and cvKtaomf^y and fomm <?£ 
^nqinr ;, heaDowa th«ra Q^ght be (»m^ Dfefvt 
ahentiona^ and lapi'^t whjcA in the proiped; 
af aaitin|^<hiaiftv»i^ might Ue vcr)f fufportv 
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h\Cf as things declared in their own nature 
indifferent ; to which he therefore Would rea- 
dily comply^ if the clergy 9 or (though thk 
be not fo fair a nfiethcKT) if the kgt/lature 
Ihould direft : yet at the fame time he cannot 
altogether blame the former for their unwil* 
lingnefs to confent to any alteration, which, 
befide the trouble, and perhaps diigrace, 
would certainly never produce the good ef- 
fe^s intended by it. The only conditiout 
that could make it prudent and juft for the 
clergy to comply in altering the ceremonial, 
or any other indifferent part, would be a fmn. 
refolution m the legiflature to interpofe, by 
fome ftrift and effeaual' laws,- to prevent tl^e 
rifinff and fpreading of n^ f^^8, howplanfi- 
ble toever^ fortheTuture^ elfe there muftne- 
¥er be an endS and it would be to a£k like s 
man, who fhould pull down and change the 
ornaments of his houfe in compliance to every 
one, who was difpofed to find fault as be paiu 
td by s which, befides the perpetu^ri trouble 
and expence, woulcMrery much damage, and 
perhaps In time deftrov the building. St€t» 
ui a Hate ieem only tolerated with anv reafbn, 
betau/e they are already ^ead { ana becaufe 
it would not be agreeable with fo mild a go* 
Vemment, or fo pure a religion as ours, to 
ufe violent methods againft great numbers of 
mtftaken people, while they io not manifeftly 
endanger the conftitution of either. But the 
greateft advocates for reneral liberty of con* 
icience will allow, that they ought to be 
checked in their be^ianings, if tkqr Will aU 
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]«w tliem to be tn erfl at all, or, which is 
tile £une thing, tf they will only grant, it 
"^rere better for the peace of the ftate» that 
tbert flioold be itorie. But while the clerey 
Oonfider the natural temper of mankind in 
Ipeneral, or of our own cotmtry hi partictilar^ 
'Wrhat afiurances can they have, that any com* 
pliances they fliall make, will remove the evil 
of diilenfion, while the liberty ftill continues 
4>f profefling whatever new opinions we pleafe f 
Or how can it be imagined, that the bodv of 
^liflentiBg, teachen, who muft be all uncione 
hy fuch a revolution, vrill not caft about for 
ibmenew objeAions to witb-hold their flocks, 
and draw in frefli proielytes by fome further 
innovations or refinements. 

Upon thefe reaibns he is for tolerating fuch 
dHFerent forms in religious worihip as are al- 
ready admitted, but by no means for leaving 
it jn the power of thofe, who are tolerated^ to 
advance their own models upon the ruin of 
what is already ellabliihed ; which it is na- 
toral for all fefts to d^firs, and which they 
cannot ht juftified by any confiflent principles 
if they do not endeavotur { and )'et, which 
^ey cannot fucceed in without the utmoft dan* 
gtr to the public peace. 

To prevent thefe inconveni^ces, be thinks 
it highly juft, that all rewards of tnift, pro- 
Ht, or dignity, which the (late leaves in the 
difpo(al of the adminiftration, fhotild be gi. 
,ircii only to thofe, whole principles direft 
them to preferve the conftitution in all its 
parts. ItL ths late affair mftccitfional ctrnfirmity^ 

' f S the 
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the general argiuxvent of Uaofe who were sigau4b 
ity was not, to deny it an evil in ttielf, Uiit 
itiat the remedy propofed was violent, unilme^ 
ly and improper, >fr-hich is the bifhop of S.^ 
it/hurf^ * opinion in the fpeecti he made and 
pi^blifhed againll the bill ; Uut, however ivtit ^ 
their fears or complaints might have beeq. 
vpon that fcore, he thinks it aiittletoo gi'of^^ 
and precipitate to eniplay their writers already 
in arguments for repealing the facrament^. 
teft» upon no wifer a maxim,, than that n» 
man (hould, on the account of CQnrcieQf;e, hw, 
deprived the liberty of fei*ving his country ^ a 
topic which may be equally apphed (o admflt 
Pap{/lsx AtheiJiSf Mahom^tanjif Heathmi^ ^n4 
Jenjcs, If the chii?ch wants members of it^ . 
jowa tQ' employ in the fervice of the piubkii:, 
or to be fo unhappily contrived, as to exqlodt 
from its communion fuch per(bns» who vi) 
|ikelie(l tp have great abili^es, it is time it 
ihonld be altered and reduced into ibme v^os^ 
perfe^^ or at leail move popular form * h^ 
m the mean while it is nat altogether impM^ 
• bable, that^ wheii thofe, who diJQike the can« 
ilitution^ are JCo ve^y zealous in their offera' 
for the fervig? of their eountry, they are net 
wholly unmindful of their party^ or of thei&v 
/elve«- • 

The X>utchf who(e pra^lLce is To often sq^»» ' 
ted to prove and celetbrate tli£ gr^at,advanta^|et 
of a general liberty of confciienpe, have yet* 
national rdyiglon profe^ed by ^U who hear 
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«flice ain9«g iktm} but vby 0ioul4 they be 
4. precedqAt io;c ua cilher in JCfligion or govsm* 
ment ? our couoti:> di^era froin theirs^ as weH 
10, fituatioo^ foil, aad (wrodu^ions of nature^' 
1^ iu the genims W'coxnj^lexion of t^e inba- 
l)itanM« They are a comn^on wealth founded' 
QU a iUdden, by a defoera^e attempt in a def-' 
l^rate cpa4icioa, not formed oc digeded into- 
9 ir^ulai; C%^tm by ipature thoug^bt and rea- 
fiuiy but huddled up under theprefTure of 
£tdAle« ^igencies j calfiulaced for no long du* 
r^iioA» and hitherto. fubTiftiog by accident in^' 
the nudft of cootendiing; powerss who cannot 
y«t agrse aibout flurin^ it amongft them., 
Tbele ^i^vltiea dp indeed preferve them 
from any great corruptions which their era- 
Zy coniju^ution would extremely fubjefl tbent^ 
^ in 9 l^ng peace, "t-hfX confluence of peo- 
ple in a perlecuting age to a place of refuge 
fteareft ax himd, put mm wn tbe-neceflltjr 
of tirad^y to whicb they wiiely gave all eaiS| 
jind ea/couragement : 9iA» if wc could' x)'mk 
£t to imitate tji^m in this Uft particular, there 
ironld need bq iaoi:e t0. invite foreigners a^ 
woog us.|. who cbii^ nq farther than bow to 
ibcure tlieir property and CQufciienQey without 
proje£Ung any ihare in tW ge.vernment which. 
gtv<8 them proteftion> ox calling it perfecu" 
tiotfi if it be deniQ4 ii^. Bujt, I fpeak it 
for the 'bonovy: qf ouc Mm^nijbratiQn, that aU 
chQturH our fk^ are not ia nfjm^ous as tlio0( 
in ^folUmdf which I prefume is not our fault; 
and I hope is not our misfartuney we much ex- 
cel d^en v^i aUO&ri/?c»^,b^fidQI ya ow m- 
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4ttlgeacc tm tender cocfciences *. One fingle^ 
compliance with tlie national form o# icceiv- 
ingdie (acrament, is all we requixe to q o iiif y 
any feftary among u« for the greaicft employ- 
flicnu in the ftate, after which he is atlibaty^ 
to raoin his own aflfemblies for the rtk of hir 
life. BefideSy I will fuppofe woj €>f the nu- 
merous lefts in JioUand to have to far pcerail* 
ed, as to have raifcd a civil war, Mamt& 
their govenimtnt anif religion,' and pat tftdr 
€idmmBfators to death j after whichr I ymSt 
iuppo^ the peopk to have recovered all a^ain, 
and to have fettled on thdr old foundation. 
Then I would put a query, whether diatfifl^». 
which was the unhappy mftfument of all diit 
confuiion, could reafonably expea to be in- 
tnsfted for the future with the greateft em- 
ployments, or indeed to be hardly tolerated 
among them ? 

To go on with the fenttments of a dmrdj of 
England man : he does not fee how that migh- 
ty [Afflion for the church, whieh ibme meir 
pretend, can welF confift with thofe indigni- 
ties and tjiat contempt they -beftow on the 
perfons of the clergy. Tt is a ftrange mark 
whereby to diftinguiifh higb-church men, that 
they are fuch, who ima^ne the clergy can ne- 
ver be too hwn He thinks the maxim thela 
gerttlemen are fb fond of, that they are for 
an nimble clergy, is a very good one : and 
rfib is he, and tor an humble laity too, iince 

hu- 

• When thii wai written, thtttf 1MB no bw ». 
faTnft occafioaal conftfoaity. 
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tlumility is a virtue, and perhsips eqtially be-' 
£ts and adorns every ftatH)n of life. 

Bat then y if thefcribblers on tbe other (ide 
freely {peak the fentiments of their partv, a' 
divine of the chtirch of Engkm(t cannot look 
for much better quarter from thence. ' You 
Ihall obferve nothmg more frequent m their 
weekly papers, than a way of ane^ling to con- 
found the terms oi clergy and htgh-cburch^ of 
applying both indifferently, and then loading 
tne latter widi all the calumny thev can in- 
vent. , ^hey. will tell you', they nonour a 
clergyman $ but talk at the fame time, as if 
there were not three in the kingdom » who could 
fall in with their definition. After the like 
manner they inlbltthe umverfiths aspoifoned 
fountains, and corrupters of youth. | 

No^ it feems clear to me, that the ivbigt > 
mTght eaiily have procured and maintained a 
majority among the clefgy, and perhaps ii% 
the univerfities, if they had not too mruen en- 
couraged or connived at this intemperance of 
fpeech and virulence of pen, in the worft and 
moft proilitute of their party $ among whom 
there hath been, for (bme years pad, fuch a 
perpetual clamour againft the ambition i^ the 
implacable temper, and the covetoulhef^ of the 
fneftboodi fuch a cant of btth-churcby and per- 
fecution, and being friefl-ridden^ fo many 
reproaches about narroiv principles, or terms 
cfcommumon : then fuch fcandalous refle£lions 
on tht ftni'verfitiesy for infe£ling the youth of 
the nation with arbiti'ary zn^jacobite princi- 
ples^ that it was natural for thoft, who had.. 
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tlie care of religion and educatioa, to apfirs* 
hend Tome s^encrai defign of altering the con- 
ftitotion of both* And all thi» wa& tke iiu»re 
extraordinaiy, becauTe it could not cafily ba 
forgot, that whatever oppofition was made totht 
nfurpatioDs of kii^ jofluiip proceeded alto^ 
sether from the church of Eaguuidx and chief i 
fy from the clergy^ and one of the um'VfrJkUs^ 
For^ if it ^arere of any ule iq ixcal matters <^ 
fa^V, what is more notorious than that priiice^t 
applying himielf firft to the church of En^ 
land \ an4> upon their refui^l to fall in wiUl 
his meafuretf making the likeadvances to th^ 
dijfeniers of all kinds» y^ha readily and almoft 
univerfally complied with hino^ alfe^ing^ in 
their numerous addrefies and pamphlet&y the 
ftyle of our hretbren the Roman catboacs $ whoi« 
mtereAs they put on the iame foot with their 
own : and (oiw of CrQmwfU''% officers took 
pofts in the army railed 9i|;ainft the (urtnce of 
Orange, Thefe proceedings of theirs they 
can only extenuate by urgmg the provocar 
tions they bad met from the chMrch ii> lung 
Ck€arles*s iieign f whicb» though perhaps, ex* 
cufable upon the fcore of hdunan infinnity. 
ai« not by any means a plea of morit equal 
to the cqnlbincy and fuffeiings of the hUhopa 
and clergy, or of the head and fellow* of 
M^daUn-coUege, that fumiihed the prince of 
Cr^ugys declaration with fuch powerful v* 
guinents to jufiifv and promcike the r^kimm 
Therefore a church of Bngland nwk abhoxf 
(he humour of the age> ia delighting to.fliMf 
kanda)^ upoa the clergy ip g^UierM i; whie$ 

bcfid^ 
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Kelides the difgraee to the refonnatioat asii 
to religion itfelf, cad an ignominy upon tito 
kingdom, thac it doth not defprve. We hav^ 
no better materials to compound theprieft^ 
hood ofy than the mafs ot mankind* whicK 
corrupted, as it is, thofe who receive order« 
mud have fome vices to leave behind them, 
vhen they enter into the church, and, if a fe#* 
do ftill-aohere, it is no wonder* but rather % 

freat one that they are no worfe. Therefof«( 
e cannot think ambition^ or ia<z^ cf piywer^ 
more iuftly laid to their charge than to othec 
men,, becaufe that would be to make religioii 
itfelf, or at Icaft the belt conftltution oicburck'* 
government^ aniVeraible for the errors and den 
pravity of human nature. 

Wit^iin thefe laft two hundred ywrs, aU 
jbrts of temporal power have been wrefte4 
from the clergy, ivnd much of their eccleHaf* 
tic, the reafon or juftice of which proceeding, 
I fliall not examine ; but that the remediet 
^urere a little too violent, with refpe^ to then? 
ffjfejfions^ the legiflature hath lately coofefled 
py the remiiHon <^ tkcicfa-flfruitj. Neither 
do the common lihellers deny this, whO]| in 
their ipve^ives, only tax the chureh with an 
infatiable defire of .th6 power and wealth* 
(equalljT connmon to all bodies- o( men, af 
veil as indivlduaU) but thank God, that, the 
laws have deprived them of both. Howiever* 
it is worth observing the Juftice of psurties s 
the CeSis among us are apt tq complain, an4 
think it hard ufage to be reproached Vow af« 

t^ fifty yearst fc»: ovcrtummg the ftatc« ^^ 

thft 
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the murder of a king, and the indignity of 
Skn ufurpation ; yet thefe vet y men, Snd meir 
partifans, are continually reproaching the 
clergy^ aind laying td their charge the pride, 
the avarice, the luxury, the ignorance, and 
&perftition4>f ^^^ times for a tfcouland yearif 
paft. *■ 

He thinks it a fcandal t6.gottmnient9 that 
ftich an unlimited liberty ihould he allowed 
of publifhing b6oks againft thofe doctrines in 
religion, wherein all chri^ians have agreed, 
much more to connive at fuch trafts ss reje^ 
all revelation, and by their confequences of-' 
ten deny the very. being of a. Ged. Surely it 
h not a Ailficient atonement for the writerSf 
that they profefs much loyalty to the prefent 
government, and sprinkle up and down fome . 
arguments in favour of the dijenters^ that! 
they difpute, as ftrenuonlly a^ they can, for 
liberty- of cpiifcienee, and inVeigh largely a- 
gainft all ecclefiaftics under the name of bt^-' 
(buret \ and, in fhorf, under the &eltfer of 
fome popular principles in politics and relt« 
gion^ undermine the foundations of all pietf 
and virtue. 

As he doth tiot reckon tytryfthifm of that 
damnable nature which forrie wotiM repreienty 
fo he is very far from <foiing with the ne# 
opinion of thofe who would make it no crime 
at all ; and argue at a wild rate, that God al- 
mighty is delighted with the variety of faith 
and worfhf p, as he is with the varieties of na- 
turow To fuch abfurdities are men carried hff^ 
the affeOati<?n o^ Jref-thmking, and rfmorhti 
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the prejudices pf idufoiiofft under which head 
thev have far ibme time begun to lift morality 
and ntifiim* It 38 certain that before the re-. 
bell ion m i&j^tp tibough the number of fmri» 
ions (as they werc^ then called) were as great 
as it is with us, and though* they alFe^d t» 
follow paftors of that denomination, yet thofe 
paftorsnad epifcopal ordination* poffeiTedpre*. 
ferments in the. churchy and Wire ibmetimci. 

gromoted to biihoprics themfelves* But a 
reachin the general form of worihip was, 
in tho(^ <^ys» reckoned fo dangerous and fin-, 
fqi in itfelf, and fo ofienBve to Roman catbo- 
tics at home and abroad» that it was too un«. 
popular to be attempted : neither, I believe^- 
wae the expedient then round out of main- 
taining feparate paftors out of private puries. 
When a fibifm is once fpread in a nation , 
there grows at lenfirtfa a difput«» winch are tho 
ichifmatics. Witmrat entering on the argu^ 
ments ufed by both fides among us. to &x the 
.^uilt on each other, It is certain, that, in the 
ienie of the law, the fcb^ lies .on that fide, 
ivfaich oppofeth itfelf to the religion of the 
fete. I leave it ampn^ the dkfina to dilate 
upon the danger oijcbifm as a fpiritnal evil ) 
but I would confido: tt only as a temporal 
one. And I think it clear, that any great 
ieparation^froro the eftabliihed worfhip, tbo* 
to a new one that is more pure and perfe6l, 
may, be an occaiion of endangering the pub« 
lie peace, becaufe it will oompole a body. al« 
ways in referve, prepared to follow any dif- 
contentffl heads^ upon the plaufible pretexts 

of 
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ff ifdvttAciBg Anir ru faw ^. and opnafiiilf trk 

. voTy ibferftiiMm or iima/ay. For thk ravfoft 

i'/or* lijn it dow» as^ a maxiai# * that moi M^i^ 

emmMry^ and he iatrodacca ^armrtM^ ia hm 
laft di£coiirre| utteify difo^akigthe orime lakl 
to kts ch9rgc» «f iiwrftfar nmv dhmitkp ott 
■itthodft dl w4iHh]|p. Tina th^ poMf JBteM 
naU' of Frsmt vreit tngagcd in a ccvil war^^ 
the rpt^ioua prstences. oi doAio, who^ imdsi* 
the ffufii o# Kli^oa, iaori&ced ^ maay ^MXh* 
ittM livcato thMT ovn amhkioB and rma^ 
Thus .waft the whole hfOdy «£ ftantA»» In l^a)|p-t 
^Btt/'dviwa to be idtftmiBcMs* or akettose oC 
4U meaner of viUaiaiyy hy the artifices of i| 
fmumiit^ whoie * fkiftgns^ frcoi die firfr^ weM 
kveilfld tadeilrdy the eoaftitation feioth of xm^ 
ligien aad goverament. Aad thue evea. im 
UnUawdlxSiiS^ wltera it is jirateaded theft ^w 
iratriety ol £i&« livo fa a^ncably' to|^ethes» aaA 
ID fttol^peifeft obeditaoeiilo tha BM^iixala» 
it it Botociout how a tufbuknt pacty» foiaiaff 
vith the Ammmns^ dtd, in . the aiemorf at 
•at fathers, attempt to'dedroy the hherty of 
that repaiblic. So that npoti the wkol% wtt^ra 
ft£ls avc teierated ta i^ ^tMy it is $t i^ey IbeuM 
aa|oy a fuU liberty of oeafcieocey aald vmf 
other privilege of freehorn fiihjd^le, ft luAkh 
«e ff»vir U mnMMStU And^ to. peeftnra theat 
Qbedienco i^|>oii iill emergeneies, a gaTer»« 
meat caaaoe giva thaait tao mach cMby mk 
mtft thent with tea iiitla jtoaaaT)* 

> 
• Lord CUreuieiCi 
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TbiB ttergi are vftially ctogeid yrilb a>^* 
pfXHf^ Jpirih wbUh lh<|)r.4re ii»jd>tQ difcgvcff 
1^1^. im Hn{>l4Q>ble baued tD^skll diffevUni ^ «uMl 
fbi« appeiirt to be mprt jyirearoQa^ie, becQvft 
tb^y loflicr left ia tibeir iot^fell^ by> (Ulefa^Wp 
^AQ aay qF the conformm^hitjn for, whil* 
iJ^ riburWM^msuns in its prefect fofn^ n« cyf-i 
£Hit^ can i^olTibly hiiv^ ^ny 0)ai^ in iu €(i§[^ 
^(ies» rftvepDCs, pr povnf r 1 whfi ea9> by oncd 
i«Qsivia^ th« Aicraminty fie i^iewiered ca« 
•paye of the bigbeft enllp[lo:yol^^Kft >n the ^U» 
Anci H'is v<?ry po0ibW».U3^t.a«vrowadu<$a-«'. 
tioiiy tog^tber with a aiijitivrt of kuman in<» 
iirmitjr, may help to beget amoog fomft of the 
€Urfiy'i/t ^ejfm fucb ^a airn69i^ and ttm^ 
tempt for ali hm^vc^orst a« ffh^fiam are ap4 
to'bave foe iMpiria \ or t^txyers. fv ptti'fign 
gtn>^<n m^ckaiu for fedl^m but fmec tH« 
number of fe6tanes dotn pot concern the der«» 
^ either in point of interQil or coofcteiieey 
(it being an cYtl not in tbffir power to rema«^ 
jdy) it is more fair and reafonablo to fttppoft 
their didike proceeds from the dangers they 
apprehend to the peace of the commonwealth, 
in the ruin whereof they muft expe^ to bt 
tho firft and |;reateft ftifferers. 

To condttde thi$y«^'0;r, it muft' be obfenr. 
^d, that there is a vei^ good word, which 
bath of late ^ifored much by both partioa, I 
mean madfratum^ which tViie one £de very 
jttftly di£>wna, and the other as unjuftly pie«^ 
tends to. Befide what pafies every cny i» 
converfation, ainr man who reads iho papcra 
fsbliihcd by mxn LeJUj^ ao4 ^ihtrs of hia' 

ftampt 
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ftamp^ muft needs condudey that^ if this «a« 
thor could make the nation fee his adverfttt^Mili. 
«nder the colours hm paints them in^ we 
nothing elfe to do, but rile as one man, 
dcftroy fuch wretches from the face of the 
€arth. On the other fide how (hall we excoftf 
fhe advocates for moderation ; among whom 
^ I could appeal to a hundre^ papers of univcr« 
^ approbation by the ca\ile tkey were writ 
for, which }ay fuch principles to the whole 
1»ody of the tories^ as, if they were true, and • 
believed, our next bu^efs flionld in prudence 
be to etfft gibbets in erery parifli, and Kan^r 
them out of the way. But I (uppofe it it pre* 
Aimed, the common people underftand rit^ 
kty^ or at leaft rbetpric, and will not take fy^* 
ferboUs in too literal a fenfe ; Which however 
m fome junftures might prove ^ defperatc. 
experiment. And this is moderatum in tbn 
modem fenfe of the word, to which, fpeak* 
ing impartially, the bigots of both paiUM 
are equalfy intitled. ^ 

S E C T* II. 

^ne finitments of, a church of England maliy 
*unib reJpeS to govirmneHt* 

WE look upon it as a very juk reproach^ 
though we cannot agree where to fix 
it, 1^at there Ihould be fo much violence and 
hatred in religious matters among men who 
agree in .all fundamentals, and only differ m 
ibme ceremonies,, or, at moftj mere.^ec»hl-^- 

tive* 


CHXTRCR 6t EKGLAND man. ^ 

fSrwt pohitt. Yet, is not this freqaentlv the 
cafe between contending parties in a nate f 
§6t inftance ; do not the generality of iJubigM 
sad iories among ns firorefs to agree in the 
GamefuMdamimtMt their loyalty to the queen^ 
tlKtr abjuration of the fntender^ the fettle- 
-ment of the crown in the protcftant line, and 
a vnrolutioa principle ^ their affe^ion to the 
church eftabliihedy with toleration of diifen«> 
tcrs ? nayi ibmetimes they go farther, an4 
pais over into each other's principles j the 
nMgf become great ailertors of the preroga<& 
tm, and the toritt of the people's liberty \ 
tfaeie crying down alrooft tne whole fett of 
bifbops, and thoTe defending them, fo that 
the dif^rmces, lairly ftated, would be mnch 
cf a fort with thoie in religion anoong us^ 
and amount to< little more £an, lubo jhould 
take piact, or go in and em firfi^ or kifs tb§ 
qjttiin^s hitHd\ and what are tlvsfe but a few 
amrt aremQntisf or,' nioho JbtmldM in the m* 
mjhy^ and what is that to the body of the 
nation, but a mere Jj>eculati*ve fnnt ? yet I 
fhink it muft be allowed, that no religious 
le^ts ever carried their mutual averfions to 
greater heights than our ft&te-partie^ have 
done, vrho, the more to inflame their paffionsi 
have mixed religious and civil animoutks to- 
gether s borrowing one of their appellations 
from the church, with the addition of high 
and lonjo^f how little Soever their difpotes re- 

lale to ^ term, as it is generally linderftood* 

• » 

^ I now 
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I now proceed to deliver th? femimemt tt 
% tbtreb ^Ehgkmd ma»f with refpe^l to go«> 
vcKoment. ' . ' 

fie dodi not think the church of Ei^kmd S^ 
narrowly ctdcvUted, that. It cannot fall ia 
with any rc^gulir fpecies of goverQincnt } nor 
liotK he think any one regnuur r{>eciel of go- 
vernment more acoipttibk to God thiui oiio«> 
ther. The three generally i«cetved in the 
fcbooU hATo all of them their &Yeral p«rfec*> 
tionf, and ar^ fuhje^t to tht ir feveral deprai> 
nations. However^ few ftatea are minea by 
anydefe6l:in their inHh^tion, bat geaerallY 
Vy the corruption of manncrty againft whicii 
the beft inftitutiofo is no longer a fecurityi 
and without which a ^ry ill one may fubuft 
and flourtdi i whereof there are two pregnant 
Snftances now in Europ^n The ftrft t$ the nrr* 
fkcrue^ of Vtmct^ which founded upon the 
wifeft manimsy and digcfted by a great length 
of time^ hath in our age admitted ib many 
•bufts through the degeneracy of the nobles^ 
that the period of its duration i«eins to ap<» 
proach. The other is the united republics of 
the,^aMf*^i»<m/t where a vein of tempersmce^ 
indoftry, pariimonyn and a public fpirit, run<- 
niag through the whole body of the people^ 
hath prdtrved an infant, conn^onwealth, of 
an untimely birth and ilckly conftitutioUi for 
above an hundred years, through fo many daR«» 
gers and difficulties, 8*i a much inore healthy 
MM cnuld never fauve Uruggled agajg|ft with* 
arut thoTe advantages. 

Wh^e 
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• Wkfivftcnriiy dp sciftfli «i4 ]>roDtrty mm 
fitCerytA by iawt^ wliicli UMie but tbe ^ifr#Jlr 
vm nptal) rinsrc tbe ptat ends ^ i^ciiw' 
jneat aK pruviM for, wkvthcr the admini* 
JndMi 1>e Sr (ib^ bawl* of lAf, or of Munrf . 
/VI^KTb any one ferfm or Am^ of men, wko 
^o not ^pfdcHt the m/hk^ ieict into thehr 
iHndf the fo<ivtr in the Mt rtibrt, there li 
fcoperiy no kngnr o govemnenty but what 
Jtrijhtk and hit foUowert call the ahtfit and 
corrw^iiit of one. This diAin^on ektlodeo 
arbitrary power » in wbstovcr ftvmbera | whieh^ 
«otwitfettandai|^ a)l that NMetf FUmerf and 
•thersy hare find to its advaBtage, I look tip^ 
on OS « greater «vii fihan miaixht itfelf, ai 
«iQcfa at a fmf9»9 it in a happier sate of life^ 
«hBn ^Jknf9 at Mie oar. 

It tt reckoned itt mannen, .at <well tt «ii« 
icaibnafale, foriaon to quarrel upon diff^ren^ 
in opinion { becaofe tmt it ufoaUy ibppoM 
to be a thing, wbidh no man can htif in nim* 
iblf } but thii I do not conceive to be an^iini- 
'Tcifal infailibie maitimi except in diofe caihe 
^t»here the <queftioB it pretty equally difpnttd 
nwong the teamed and wiile % where it it other- 
^fei a man of tolerable i«aron> fome rxpe- 
ricnce, and willkj^ to be inlbiifted, may Of* 
prehend he it got lato a wrong ootniony tho^ 
the whole cou% of hit mind ana indinatiofe 
would periuade him to believe it true} he 
may be convinced ^at he is in «n ertor, tho* 
lie doet not iee where it liet , by the bad ef^ 
fo6Vt of it in the common condn6t of hit lii^ 
trod by obftndog thole periont, for whoft 

wiltiioca 
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>wirdom and goodneft h6 hath the greafeeft (le« 
ference, to be of a contrary fentiment. Ac*' 
.cording to HMet*s comparifon o^ reajomng 
v^ith cafling up account s^ whoever finds a mil «- 
take in theykM totai'^ muft allow* himftlf out, 
though after repeated trials he may not fee in 
which article he has mifreckonM. I will in- 
ftance Jh.one opinion, which I look upon cve^ 
ry man obligea in confcieace taquit, or pm- 
dence to conceal ; I mean, that whoever ar.- 
guesjn defence of abfolute power in a (ingle 
perCon, though he offers the old plaadble plea, 
that it is bis opinion^ ^wbich be catiMt belp, imt- 
lefi be be convincedf ought in all free ftates t* 
Jbt treated as the common enemy of man* 
kind. Yet this is laid as a heavy charge up- 
on the clergy, of the tviro reigns before the r^- 
n^luiieHt ^ho, .under the terms oipajlvoe obe^ 
dience and um-rej^ance^ are faid to have 
preached up the unlimi^d power of the prince, 
oecauie they found it a dodrine that pleafed 
the court, and made way for their prefe)*ment« 
And I believe, there may be truth enough in 
this accufation to convince us, that human 
frailty wiU too often interpofe itfelf aman|; 
persons of the holieft fun^lion. However it 
may be offered in excufe for the clergy, that 
in the beft focieties there are ibme ill mem« 
bers, which a corrupted court and miniftry 
will induftrioufly fina out and introduce. Be> 
fides, it is manifefl, that the greater number 
oi thofe, who held and preach^ this do^rine^ 
were mifguided by equivocal terms, and by 
perfi^^ ignorance m the principles^ of goverh- 
. . - ^ roentj^ 
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nient> which they had not made any part of 
their Ihidy. The oueftion originally put, and 
as I remember to have l^eaid it difpiited in 
public fchools^ was this, Whether under any 
pretence tvhatfoever it may be lawful to rejifi tb§ 
fitpreme-magiftrate T which Was held in the ne- 
gative : and this is certainly the right opinio 
on. But many of the clergy and other learned 
men, deceived by a xJubious expreflion, mif* 
took the objeS to which fafflve obeMenci vm 
due. By the fupreme' magi/irate is proper! v 
underftood the kgijlatpve power, which in^afl 
govemmentsr muft be abfolute and unltoiited. 
Sut the word magiftrate feeming to denote a 
fingle perfin^ and to exprefs the executive pow- 
er, it came to pafs, that the obedience due to 
the legijlaiure Was, for want of knowing or 
confiderini^ this eafy diftin6tion, mifapplira to 
the odmmtJIratiQn* Neither is it any wonder^ 
that the clerj^y or other well -meaning people 
ihould fall mto this error, which deceived 
Htbhej himfelf fo far, as to be the foundation 
of all the political miftakes in his books, 
where he perpetually confoupds the executive 
with the legtjlati*ue power, though all welU 
inftltated ftates have ever placed them in dif- 
ferent hands, as may be obvious to thofe, 
who know any thing of ^M«»/, Sparta^ Thebetf 
and other republics of Greece^ as well as the 
greater ones of Carthage tr^A^ome. 

Befides it is to be confidered, that, when 
theie doArines beean to be preached among 
us, the kingdom had not^quite worn out the 
memory of Uiat hoirrid rebeiUw^ under the con* 

C fequences 
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feqiYences of which it had groanbd ^Imoil 
ly year».^ And ^<weak prmce, in coajuB^ion 
with a ittcceilion of moft proftitute miniftersy 
began again to dlfpofe the people to new at- 
tempts, which it was» od doubt» the clergy*! 
duty to endeavour to preveaty tiiei^h fdae 
of them tor want of knowledge in temporal 
kUfairsy and others perhaps from a worfe prin- 
ciple^ proceeded upon a topici that, ilri^ly 
followed, would enflave all mankind. 

Among other theological arguments made 
life of in thole times in nraife of monarchy^ 
and juilificatioa of abfolure obedience to a 
|}rince» tbere Teemed fy^ be one of a fingulai: 
iMiture : it waa urged, that heaven was go* 
'veraed by a txttmrcb, who had none to cob* 
-troul his power, but was abiblutely obeyed i 
ihen it followed^ that earthly governmenta 
were the more perfe^» the nearer they imi- 
tated the government in heaven. Ail which 
I look upon as the Uramgelb argument agaialk 
idefpotic power that ever was ofiered j iino; 
lio reafon can poflibly be alfignad; why it is 
i>eft for the worlds diat God almighty b^tlC 
inch a power, which doth not direSiy provB 
diat no mortal man Aiould eter have the like. 
But, though 2icbitKch of England man thinka 
aiwrv (pecies of government equally Un/'fitl^ 
•Jie ooes not think them equally expeditnt | 
M for every country indiffei^ntly. There 
'BBay be ibmething in the clii»a!«, naturally 
«lifpofing men towards one fort of obedience | 
are it is mani^ft all over-4^«> where we never 
«Bad of any common wealthy except ibme fmaU 
• a onci8 
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•ties on the iveftsni eoafts cftabliAicd by th« 

Grsih, Thert may be a |rreait deal in the 

fituation ^of a country, and m tht prefent g0» 

mms of the profile. It hath been ohfcived^ 

that the temperate climates afoally run into 

moderate governments^ and the extremes into 

defpotic power. It is a remark of Hokhef^ 

^at the youth of England are corrupted in 

their principles of government by reading tht 

authors of Graa amd Rom^^ who writ undry 

commonwealths. But it might have been 

more fau'lv offered for the honour of libeity, 

thaty while the ref^of the known world waa 

•vcr< run with the arbitrary government of 

fingle perfbns, arU and fdences took their riie| 

and fiouri/hed, only in thofip few fflsall ttrri« 

tories, where the people were frie* And 

though Uarmng may continucialter Hberty ii 

lofty as it did in Rome for a while upon thtf 

fMindations laid under the commonwealth^ 

and the particular patronage of feme empo- 

fors> yer it hardly ever began under a tymnn^ 

in any nation i hteaixxit fiawiry is of all things 

the greateft clog and obftacle to JpfcuiatioHm 

And, indeed, arbitrary- power is but the iirft 

natural ftep from Miarcby or the fawage lifi % 

the adjufting fovoer ^i\d freedom being an ef« 

feft and confeauence of maturer thinking t 

and this is no where lb duly regulated as in a 

limited monarchy c becaufe I believe it may 

pafs for a maxim in ftate, that the admintftra^ 

iion cannot be placed in too few bandSy nor tht 

legf/Uture in t9o many. Now in this material 

point the Qpnftitution of the Engtijb govern* 

G a m^nt 
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mcnt far cxceedt all others at^this time on tbo 
earth, to which the preftnt eftabli(hment of 
the r/&irrci& doth fo happily a^ree, that, I think, 
whoever is an enemy to ettberg muft of ne- 
ceflity.be fo to bgth. 

He thinks, as our monarchy is conftituted, 
Vi IfereJitoiy right is. much to be preferred 
before eleSiou, Becaufe the government here, 
cfpecially by fome late amendments, is lb re- 
gularly aifpoCed in all its parts, that italmoft 
txecutts itfelf. And therefore, upon the death 
of a prince among vs, the adminiftration goes 
on without any rub or in^rruption. For tho 
iame reaibns we have lefs to apprehend from 
the *ufeaknefs or fwy of our monarchs, who 
have fuch wife councils to guide the firft, 
and laws to reftrain the other. And there* 
fore this hereditary right ihould be kept A» 
, fiicred, as never to bre^ the fucceflion, unlefs 
where the prefer ving it may endanger the con- 
fiitution i which is not from any intrindc me* 
rity OF unalienable right in a partiatkur /a- 
mify^ but to avoid the confeouences that ufu- 
all^ attend the ambition ot competitors, to 
which ele6live. kingdoms are eitpofed; and 
which is the only pbftacle to hinder them from 
arriying at the greateft perfe6(ion ^at govern** 
inent can pofllbly reach. Hence appears the 
abfurdity of that diftinfUon' between a king 
de faQo^ ai^d one dtjwrt^ with refpe^l to ut. 
For every limited monarch is t king di jwrep 
becaufe he governs by the conlent of the 
^vhole, which is authority fufiicient to abolifti 
all precedent right. If a king come in 

by 
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' by cwquefiy h« is no lohger a limited monarch $ 
if be afterwards confent to limitationSy he 
becomes immediately king dfjure for the fame 
reaion. 

The great advocates iov fucceffion^ who af* 
tirm it ought not to be violated upon any re^ 
gard or coniideration whatfoever, do infill 
much upon one argument, that feems to car- 
ry little weight. They would have it, that a 
crown is a prince's birth-right^ and ought at 
ieaft to be as well fecured to him and his pof » 
ferity, as the inheritance of any private man ; 
in ibort, that he has the fame title to His 
Jcingdom^ which evei^ individual has to his 
jnnoperty t ^ now the confequence of this doc- 
trine muft be, that as a man may find feveral 
ways to wafle, mifpend, or abuie his patrir 
monv, without being anfwerable to t)i^' laws ; 
A> a king may in like manner do wh^ he vvill 
with bis own ; that is, he may fquander and 
^fapply his revenues, and even alienate the 
erowut without being called to an account by 
his fubjefts. They allow fuch. a prince tp 
be guilty indeed of much folly and wicked- 
aefs, but for thefe he is anfixierabli to Godp 
fts every private mv\ muft be that is guilty 
of miknanagement in his own concerns. 
Now the folly of this reafoning will beft ap«- 
pear, by applying it in a parallel cafe : (bould 
any man ai^e, that a piiyfician is fuppofed 
to underftand his own art beft $ that the law 
^otefts and encourages his profedioh; att4 
therefore, although he (hould manifeftly pre- 
fcribe fe^ to all his patients, whereof they 
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Oiould immediately die, he canftot be juftly 
puniihcdy butfs anfwerable only to God« or 
(hould the fame be offered in behalf uf a di- 
vine, who would preach againft religion and 
moral duties : in either of thefe, two cafes^ 
every body would find out the fophiftry, and 
prefently anfwer, that although common men 
are not exaflly ikilled in the compofition or 
application of medicines, or in prefcribing 
the limits of duty ; yet the difference betweea 
poifons and remedies is eafily known by thei^ 
effects ; and common reafon Toon diftingniftiea 
between inrtue and vice : and it itiuft be ne« 
ceflfary to forbid both theie the further prac- 
tice of their profeflions; becauf^ their crimes 
are not purely perfonal to the phyfician or the 
divine, but deftruf^ive to the public. All 
which is infinitely ffron^er in refpe£k to a 
prince, in whofe good or ill cOnduft the hap* 
. pinefs or mifery of a whole nation is includ- 
ed ; whereas it is of fmall conftquence to the 
public, farther than example, how any pri*^ 
vate perfon manageth his property. 

But granting that the right of a lineal fu0- 
cefTor to a crown were upon the fame foot with 
the property of a Aibjett 5 ftill it may at any 
time be transferred by the legidativc power^ 
as other properties frequently arie. The fu« 
preme power in a ftate can do no *iffr0tigf be* 
caufe whatever that doth, is the a£iion of all a 
jand, \i[hen tht' lawyers apply this maxim to 
the iing, they muft underftand it only in that 
fenie, as he is adminiftrator of the fupreme 
poWer i otherwife it is not uniteriaUy true, 

but 
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%m mav be controuled in ieveral inftance« eafy 
to produce. 

AikI Hieie arc the topics we muft proceed 
upon, to juftify our exclufion of the youne^ 
FnUndir in Frana \ that of his fufpeAed blrtn 
being merely popular, and therefore not made 
life ofy as I remember, fince the revolution^ 
in any fpeech, vote, or proclamation, where 
there was any occafion to mention him. 

As to the abdication of ^ing James, which 
the advocates on that (ide look upon to have 
been forcible and unjuft, and confequently 
Void in itielf, I think a man may obferve eve- 
ry article of the Englijb church, without be- 
ing in much pain about it. It is not unlike* , 
'ly chat all doors wex^e laid open for his depar- 
ture, and perhapg not without the privitv of 
the prince of Orange, as reafonably conclud- 
ing, that the kingdom might better be fet- 
tled in his abfenoe : but to affirm he had any 
caufe to apprehend the fame treatment with 
hit faiber,^ is an improbable fcandal flung up-, 
on the nation by a few bieotted Frencb icrib- 
blcrs, or the invidious .aiUrtion of a ruined 
party at home in the bittcrnefs of their fouls, 
not one material circumftance agreeing with 
thofe.in 1644^$ and the greateft part of the 
nation having preierved the utmoft horror for 
that ignominious murders but whether his 
ffcmoval were caufed by his own fitars, or 
other men*s «r///£rr, it is manifefttome, that 
fuppofmg the throne to be vacant, which was 
the foot the nation went unon, the body of 
4h^ ^]fit was thtreupoxi left at liberty to 
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chufe what foiin of governitient they plealed, 
by themfelves or theu" reprefenuti^. 

The only difficulty ot any weight againft 
the proceedings at the revoluttoni is an ob-' 
vious objeflion, to which the writers upon 
that fubje^l have not yet given a direftor nif- 
ilcient anfwer, as if they were in pain at (bme 
confequencesy which they apprehend thofe of 
the contrary opinion Qiight draw from it. I 
will repeat this obje^ion, as it was offered 
me fome time ago with all its advantages by 
a very pious, learned, and worthy genuenuui 
of the nonjuring-party •. 

The force of his argument turned upon 
this; that the laws made by the fupreme 
power cannot otherwife than by the fupreme 
power be annulled : that this confifting in 
England of a king, lords, and commpnst 
•whereof each have a negative voice, no two 
of them can repeal dr enaft a law without 
confent of the third ; much lefs may any one 
of them be intirely excluded from its pai't of 
the legiflature by a njote of the o^her two.' 
That all thcfe maxims were openly violated 
at the revolution; where an aiiembly of the 
nobles and people^ not fummoned by the k.ing*a 
writ (which was an eflential part of the con- 
ititution) and cohfequently no lawful meet- 
ing, did merely upon their own authority de- 
clare the king to have abdicated, the (hnHM 
vacant, and gave the crown* by a vote to a 

mpbevft 
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mpiwp, when there were three children to 
inherit, thoushi by the fundamental laws of 
the reaii&» the next heir is immediately to 
luccced. Neither doth it appear* h6w a 
prince^ dbdU«ti9ti can make any other Ibrt 
of vacancy in the throne, thiyi would bo 
canfed by his death, ilnce he cannot abdicate 
for his children, (who claim their nsht of 
fuccefiiotv by aft of parliament) otherwile than 
by his own coafeot in form to a biU from tho 
two hottfes. 

And this is the difficulty, that feems chiefly 
to ftidc with the moft reafonabie of thofe» 
yrho, from a mere icruple of conicience, re-* 
hfSt to join with us upon the revo^tion psin*r 
dpljB \ but for the reft are, I believe, as far 
£KHn loving arbitrary government, as i^iy 
others can 1m, who are bom under a free con«i 
ftitution, and are allowed to have the Icaft 
ihare of common good fenfe. 

In this objeftion there are two que^ona 
Ificluded t fiiit, whether upon the foot of our 
conftitution, as it ftood in the reign of the 
late king Jamtt^ a king of England may 
be depofed f The fecond is, whether the peo- 
ple of Et^Umdf Convened by their own au* 
thority, after die king had withdrawn him- 
^If in the manner ^c did, had power to altcs 
the fucceifion } 

As for thd firft, it is a point I (hall not 
inrcfume to determine; aofl ihall therefore 
onl^-fay, that, to any man who holds the ne* 
gative, i would demand the liberty of putting 
the cafe atikrongly as I pleafe* I will fUp- 

pofo 
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pofe a prince limited by laws like ovrt « yet 
running into a thoufand eapricea of crvtlty 
like Ner0 or Caligula $ I will Aippofe Kim to 
murder kis mother and his wife t to commit 
inceftj to ravifli matront, to blow «p the i^<* 
Hate, and bum hie metropolis | openly to re^ 
nbunce God and Cbrift, and wonhip the dew 
vil : tbefe and the like exorbitances are in th« 
^power of a fmgle ^r(bn to colnmity without 
the advice of a miniftry, wr affiftance of an 
army. And if fuch a king, as I have de« 
foibed, cannot be depoled but by hie own 
confent in parliament, X do not well fee how 
lie can be reffied^ or what can be meant by a 
/Mii////moimrchy ) or whatilgnifies the peo^ 

Sle's confent in making and repealing laws, 
' the perfon who adminifters hath no tie but 
confcience, and is anfwerable to none but 
Cod* I defire no ftronger proof that an opi« 
siion muft be falfe, than to nnd very great aW* 
furdities annexed to it \ Snd there cannot be 
greater than in the prefent cafe \ for it is not 
a bare fpeculation that kings may run into 
liich enormities as are above-mentioned ; the 
praftice may be proved by examples not cmly 
cirawn from the firft Cffari^ or later empe* 
fors, but many modem winces of Euroii | 
fuch as Fiter the enul^ FbH^ tbi fecmid ^ 
Spmn^ John Bafihvitf tf Mup[Ovyt and, in our 
own nation, kinef J^h»9 Ricbsurd tbi thkd^ 
nnd Henry the etgbtb. But there cannot h9 
equal abfurdities fuppofcd in maintaining tho 
contrary opinion ; becauie it is certain, that 
princes have it in their power to keep a majo- 
rity 
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c'lty on their fide by any tolerable adminiitra- 
tion, till provoked by continual opprelHons j 
no man indeed can then anTwer, where th» 
madneHi of the people will Hop. 

As to the fecond part of the obje£(ion i 
whether the people oi England convened by* 
their own authority, upon king Jameses pre* 
cipitate departure, had power to alter the fuc- 
cdSion f 

In anfwer to this, I think it is manifeiti« 
from the,pra£licc of the wifeil nations, and"* 
Mrho feeni to have had the trueft notions of 
freedom^ that, when a prince was laid afids 
for naale-adminiilration, the nobles and fiofUf, 
if they tbbught it neceflary for the public 
«real» did refumethe adminiftration of the fu- 
preme ^ower, (the jwwer itfelf having beem 
always in them) and did not only alter tht 
fuccef&on, l^ut often the very form of gbvem- 
xnent too i becaufe they believed there was no 
natural right in one man to govern another, 
but tbat all was by inftitution, force, or con- 
/ent. Thus, the cities of Greece , when they 
drove out their tyrannical kings, either chole 
others from a new family, or aboliihed the 
Jkingly government, and became fre^ -ftates. 
Thus the Romans^ upon the expuluon of Tar- 
^>, found it inconvenient for them to be 
fub^A any longer to the pride, the luft, the 
eruelty and arbitiary will of fmgle perfons, 
and therefore by general confent intirely al- 
tered the whole frame of their goveinment. 
Ntr 4o I 6ad the proceedings of either, ux 
• , this 
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this point, to have been condemned by smjr 
hiftorian of the fucceeding ages. 

But a ^eat deal hath been ah-eady faid by 
other writers upon this invidious and beaten 
fubje^^ i therefore I fhall let it fall ; though 

*thc point is commonly miftaken, efpecially by 
the lawyers } who of all others feem leaft to 
underftand the nature of government in gene- 
ral ; like under- workmen, who are expert' e> 
nough at making a iinele wheel in a clock, 
but are utterly ignorant how to adjuft the fe* 
vcral parts, or regulate the movements. 

To return therefore from this digreflton ; it 
is a eburcb of England maiCt opinion, that the 
freedom of a nation confifts in an abfolute »«. 
Umitfd legifiaMe power, wherein the whole 
body of the people are fairly reprefented, and 
in an executive duly limited ; becaufe on thxa 
iide likewife there may be dangerous degrees, 
and a srery ill extreme. For when two par- 
ties in a ftate are pretty equal in ponver, fre^ 
tenfions, merit and ^virtue, (for thefe two laft 
mre, with relation to parties and a court, quite 
different things) it hath been the opinion of* 
the beft writers upon government, that a prince 
ought not in any fort to be under the guidance 
or influence of either, becaufe he declines by 
this means from his office of preiiding over 

, the tuboUf to be the head of a party, which; 
befides the indignity, renders him anfwerabte 
for all public mifmanagements, and the con- 
fequeoces of them ; and, in whatever ftat;p this 
happens, there mu(( cither be a weaknefs in 
the prince or miniftry, or elie the former ii 

to<i 
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too much reftrauned by the nobles, or tthpfe 
who reprefent the people. 

To conclude : A cburth of England matt 
may with prudence and a ^ood cqnicience ap- 
prove the profefied principles of one party, 
more than the other, according as he thinks 
they bcft promote the good of church and 
ftate ; but he will never be fwayed by paffion ' 
or intereft to advance an opinion, merely be- 
caufe it is that of the patty he moft approves ; 
which one fingle principle he looks upon as 
the root of all our civil animofities. To es- 
ter into a party, as into an order of frierf, 
with Co reugned an obedience to fuperiorsj is 
very unfuitable both with the civil and religious 
liberties we Co zealouflv affert. Thus^ the 
underftandings of a whole fenate are often en- 
ilayed by three or four leaders-on each (ide, 
wJiOy inftead of intending the public weal, have 
their hearts wholly fet upon ways and means 
how to get or to keep employments. But to 
Ipeak more at large, how has this fpirit of 
nBiion minted i&lf with thb mafs of the 
people, changed their nature and manners, 
and the very genius of the nation ? broke all 
the laws of charity, neighbourhood, alliance, 
and horpitalitV) deftroyed all iies of friend- 
Ihip, and divided families againft themfelves f 
and no wonder itihould be fo, when in order 
to find out thechara6ter of a peiTon, inftead 
cf inquiring whether he be a man of vii'tue, 
lionour, piety, wit, good fenfe, or learnings 
tjie modern queftion is only, whether he be a 


tviSf or a /iry;, uj|^ei: i^hich. tenn^ all gpod 
and ill qualities are incUidedy 

Now, bccsuiff i^ U a pomt of difficulty to 
cb;4ie ai} oxa^ xm44^9 Ipetweem two ill ex- 
fymg<, U may be wort^ inquiring In, the pre- 
ibntcaie, which, oftheie a wiie and good maa 
would ratbei* %x|i to ardifl t taking tlieFe£oie 
their own good suid ill chaxa^ecs with due a- 
batements and allowancet for (l^tiality. and 
p^xQUf, I (hould thin^ that, in order to pte* 
lerve the conftiuitif a intite in ckurchaod ^e, 
whoevor hath a true value for both, would b« 
fure to avoid tt^ extremes of luh^ tor the 
f^e of the former, and the extremes of fay 
on account of the latter. 
. I have now faidall that X coi\Id think con- 
v<*nient upon ii^ nice aCubje^^, and iiad I have 
the aunbition comnioa with other reaibnen, 
to wiih at leaft that hath uarties may think nie 
7« tU rigbty which wo^Id be of fome ufe to 
thofe who have any virtue left, but are blind-. 
ly drawn into the oxtraira^cies of either, up-- 
«n falfe reprefentations, to ferve the ambtboo: 
«r malice of deTigQlng mep, without any pro- 
ipcA of their own. iBut, if that is not to be 
hoped for, my next wiih. (hould be that both 
snight think ta^ iu ibt ^wrong : which I would 
underfhind as an ample iuftincation of myfelfy 
and a lure gFQund to believe, tliat I have pro- 
ceeded at leailwith impartiality^ and perhaps 
with truth* 
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as tbingf i$on» fiand^ ht attmdidwth 
j€me inc9ftvenii»C€U and perhaps n9i> pro^ 
S^tr tbqfi masB^ good fjfs&s fnpofed tlnnh^ 

Written in the year ijoii, 

I AM ytxj fenfiblcs what a weaknet^s and 
prefaroption It is to re^on again!!: the 
general humour and difpoihion of the world. 
I remember k was. with great juftice^ and a 
due regard \o the freedom, both of the ^nrtjlic 
and the pre(S| forbidden upon ievere penal- 
ties to writs,' or dircourfe, or lay wagers a- 
gaiiift the union^ even before it was confirmed. 
by parliament ; beeaufe that was looked upon 
as a deiign to oppofe the current of the people, 
which, befUes the folly of it, is a mamfeft 
breach of the fundamental law, that naakes 
ihts majority of opinion the voice of God* In 
like manner, and for the very fame reaibns, 

H % it 
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it may po^aps be neither &[e nw prudent ft» 
argue againft €he aboliihii^ of chrifttani^ 
at a junourcy when all parties appear fo tmrn* 
nimoufly determined upon the point, as we 
cannot but allow from their a6tions, their 
di&ourfesi and their writings. However, ( 
know not how, whether from the afre6tatioa 
of Angularity, or the peryerlenefs of human 
nature, but fo it unhapnily falls out, that I 
cannot be indrely of this ^opinion. ^^9 
though I were fure an order were iffiiedfor 
my immediate proftcution by the attorney- 
geilera), I ihould ftill confefs, that in thepre- 
lent pofture of our af^irs at home or abroad 
J do not yet fee the abfolute necelfity of ex- 
tirpating the chriltian religion from among 
vs. 

This perhaps may appear too great a para- 
dox even for our wife and paradoxical age to 
epdure; therefore I ihall nandle it with ^11 
the tendemefs, and with the utmoft deference] 
to ^hat great and profound majority, whi<;ls 
is of another fentiment* 

And yet the curious may pleafe to obferve^ 
bow much the genius of a nation is liable u^ 
alter in half an age s J have heaid St a£[iiTOe4 
for certain by fomc very o)d people, that th^ 
contrary opinion was even in .their memories 
ns much in vogue as the other is now ; and 
that a projefl ror aboliflitf^ chrifticmity woulj 
then have appeared as migular, and been 
thought as abfurd, as it would tte at this tinus 
t9 write pr difcourfe in its defence. 

Thc«» 
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Therefore I freely own, that all appearan- 
ces are againil me* The fyftem of the gofpdly 
ikfter the fete of other fyftems, is generally 
antiquated and e:ipIoded, and themafs or bo- 
dy of the common people, among whom tt 
Icems to have had its latell credit, are now 
grown asinuchalhamed of it as their betters^i 
opinions like fafhions, always defcending 
from thofe of quality to the middle fort, and 
thence to the vulgar, where at length they are 
dropped and van ifh. 

But here I would not be miftaken, and muft 
therefore be fo bold as to borrow a diftin^ion 
from the writers on the other (ide, when they 
make a difference between nominal and real 
trimtarians, I hope no reader imagines me 
£0 weak to ftand up m the defence of real chrif- 
tianity, fuch as u(ed in primitive times (if we 
may believe the authors of thofe ages) to have 
an influence upon mens belief and a6lions a 
to offer at the reftoring of that would indeed 
be a wild proje^ } it would be to dig up foun- 
dations ; to deftroy at one blow aU the wit, 
and half the learning of the kingdom ; to 
|>reak the intire frame and conflitution of 
thlitigs; to ruin trade, extinguiih arts and 
icieoces, with the profeflbrs of them ; in fliort, 
to turn our courts, exchanges, and (hoj^s into 
deiarts ; and would be full as abfurd as the 
IMTopofal of Hor/zf^, where he advifes the Ro" 
pums, all in a body, to leave their city, and 
leek a new feat in Ibme remote part of the 
world, by way 6f cure for the corruption of 
liieir manners. 

H 3 There- 
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Thei*efore I think this* cantion was ifi itleV 
altogether unneceflary, rwhich I have infertcd 
only to prevent all poitbility of cavillii^ 
lince every candid reader will ejrfily under- 
ftand tnv difcourfe to be intended only in de- 
fence of nominal chriftianiiy, the other hav- 
ing been for fbme time wholly laid afide by 
general confent, a$ utterly ?nconMent wits 
our ^efent fchemes of wealth and power. 

But why we fhould therefore caft off the 
name and title of chriftians, although the ge- 
neral opinion and refolutien be fo violent for 
it, I confefs I cannot (with fubmiffion) ap- 
prehendy nor is the confequence neceflary« 
Howarer, fmce the undertakers propofe fucb 
wonderful advantages to the nation by this 
projeft, and advance many plauflble obje6^- 
ons againft the fyftem of chriftianity, I /h^ 
briefly <:onfidcr the ftrength of both, fairly 
allow thrtn their greateft ^veight, and offer 
iUch anfwers as I think mdft reafonable. 
After which I will beg leave to ihew, what 
inconveniencies may poifibly happen l^y Xudi 
an innovation in theprefent pofture of our af- 
fairs. 

Firft, one great advantage prqkofed hj tlie 
aboliihing of chriftianity is, that it would veiy 
much enlarge and eftablifh liberty of t:oa- 
fcience, that great bulwark of our natioa, 
And of the protectant religion, which is ftSl 
too much limited by prieftcraft, notwithllani- 
ing all the good intentions of the legiflatuiT^ 
as we have lately found by a feverc inliance. 
For it is confidently reported, that two yooa^ 
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f eAtl^meli of i^a! bd^efs, BHght Wi^, an6 ^id^ 
found ^^^rtcftt, i»f4i6, upon <^ thtrt'oiigh 6x- 
amtfiation of caufes ahd. effeCls^'and bj^^fe 
iheit fofcdt of n^turkl abilities, withlnitth^ 
leift tin^t^ d( Iteainmgi having made a dif« 
covery, that Ihei^ was no God, and f(cnei 
f6v{Iy cohlmtii^ieating tlitir thotiglits for t&i 
|:obd tf ^hes^hUc, ^eire fom^ tFme iago^ bf 
ah nxriparaHMfed fererityj and iipon I know 
not what Dbfolete lawy broke for biafphemy; 
And as it haH^been v^ifely dbfei^ved^ h perfe- 
ciatioti once begins, no inan aHy,e know^ how 
fer itinayreachi or where it will end. 

In aniwer to all which, with deference tor 
wifcr jtidgihents^ I think tills rather fliews 
the ncceflity off a nontana^ religion amonr ti^ 
Oi-fr'at Mts JoTe-to ht fir^e^ilh the higheft db- 
jeifts 5. andj if tfcejjr cahhot be allowed a God 
to rct?Tc or renounce, they will ^ak fevS of 
65griitie§, abufe fhe government^ and t^e£t 
ii:pbn Hih inir.iftiy ; Which I am fnrc few Will 
iSeny to be of rhuch more peinfcioti? eOnfe- 
^iwifce, according to the faying of tiberruf, 
ditrritin *tffenfa diis rt^r/e*. • Ai to the paiticnlar 
fiSi related, I think ' 5t Is li6t fair to argue 
JPrbm one inftance, {>^hap6 Another cannot be 
produced : yet (to the comfort of all thoft 
w*o ma^ be apj)i^hBnfivfe of perfecutibn) 
blaijphemy we know is freely fpoken a mil- 
lion of times in every coffce-houie and tavern, 
or ^here-ever ef/e " good fco?Apany mfeet. It 
firoil be aftloWed indeed, that to break an 
cngli/h free-born officer only for biafphemy, 
aras^ to fpeak the gehtleft ot fuch an aflion, 

H 4. a very 
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a rery high ftrain of abfolute power. Little 
can be laid in excufe for the geneial j perhaps 
he was afraid it might give oSience to the al« 
lies, among whom, for aught we know^ it 
may be the cuftom of the country to believe ft 
God. But if be argued^ as fome hare done, 
upon a roiftaken principle, that an officer who 
is guilty of fpeaking blafphemy, may fimie 
time or other proceed fo far at to raiie a mu- 
tiny, the confequence is by no means to be ad* 
mitted : for furely the commander of an/ffg'- 
HJb army is like to be but ill obeyed, whole 
foldiers fear and reverence him as bttle as they 
do a Deity. 

It is further objected againft the gofpel f/- 
ilem, that it obliges men to the belief ot things 
too difficult for free-thinkers, and fuch who 
have ihakcn off the pre)udiccs that niually 
cling to a confined education. To which I 
anfwer, that men fhould be cautious how 
they raife obieftions, which refleft upon the 
wildom of tne nation. Is not every body 
freely allowed to believe whatever he pleafethA 
and to publifli his belief to the world when- 
ever he thinks fit, efpeciall^r if it ferves to 
ftrengthen the party, which is in the right ? 
\Vouid any indifferent foreigner, who ihould 
l^ead the trumpery lately written by * 4&^9 

Tin-' 

* yffgil wrote an arguaieot to prove, that jnea 
nay be traoflated from hence intoetoaal life, with- 
out pafliog through death. 

TslMrdfubmiti Isnc dciftical Iraokt. 
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ntdai, ToUmd^ Cewardf and fprty more, 
imagine the gofpel to be our role of faith 
and confurniM by parliaments } Does any 
nan either believe, or iay he believes, or de- 
fire to have it thought that he fays he believes 
one lyllable of the matter f And is any man 
worie received upon that fcore, or does he 
find his want, of nominal iiiith a difadvantage 
to faim in the purfuit of any civil or militaiy 
employment f What if there be an old dor- 
nant ftatute or two asainft him, are they not 
now obfolete to a &grte, that Empfin and 
DmUej themfelvest if they were now alive, 
would find it impoflible to put them in exe^ 
cudon. 

' It is likewife urged» that there are by com- 
mutation in this kingdom; above ten thoufand 
paribnt, who(e revenues, added to thofe of 
my lords the biihops, would fuffice to main- 
tarn at leaft two hundred young gentlemen of 
wit and pleafure, and free- thinking, enemies 
to prieftcraft, narrow principles, p^danUry^ 
and prejudices, who might be an omapaent 
to the court and town t and, then again, (b 
great a number of able [bodied] divines 
mi^ht be a recruit to our fleet and armies. 
This indeed appears. t9 be a confideration of 
fome wei|;htt but then, on the other fide, 
ieveral thmgs deferve to be confidered like- 

H 5 wift: 

TMdbTs wtittfigs were Uiiphcmous and stheifti- 
ol. 

Cmpord ailertcd the mortality of the M^ tMjtir 
M^cd the leat of it to be in the blog4« 
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■wife : as, iirft, whether it rtiay not be thougist 
necefTary, that in certain trails of countrf, 
like "What ^*ft call pai'iihes, th(^ ihould be 
one man at leaft of abilities to read and vrrite. 
Then it ieetn* a wrong computation^ that the 
revenues of the church thremghout this.ifland 
"would be large enough to maintain two hun- 
dred young gentleman, or even half that 
number, after the prcfent refined way of lir- 
ing, that iS) to allow each of them Inch a 
rent, as, in the modem form of fpeech^ would 
make them eafy. But ftill there is in tins 
projeft a greater mtfchi^ behind $ and we 
ought to beware -of the woman^^folly, w!io 
killed the hen that every morning laid her a 
golden egg. For, pray what would become 
of the riice of men i« tM next age,- if we had 
nothing to tru>ft to befide-thererophulouscoa- 
" JTumptive ppoduftioiis fumidied by our men of 
wit anJ pleafure/when having fquandered 3i- 
w«y their vigour, health and eftates, they ai^ 
fo!'eed,^b5^ fome diiagreeable maniage, to 
■j>it?ee up their broken fortunes, and entail 
'To^tenaefs and poiitenefs on their poftcrity ? 
Nowy here are ttit thoufknd pei'fb'iis redticed, 
by the Wife reguktibnS of Hef/rj^ the ci^ghth. 

• to ' the ntcelRfy of a Ww diet, ' and a mfotferatc 
exerdife, who Are die only ^reat reftorers of 
our breed,' without which fte nation wwttld 

• in ^n age or twA b^ome one gi'eat hofpi^ 
tal. 

AaOlher advantage, propofed by '^ afbo- 
lifhing of chriftianity is the clear gain of oAe 
day iik£ivtf», Whi<^ ts now intirdy l6ft, and 

conib' 
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confeqtientiy tli^ ithigdoni one feventh lefs 
^onfiderable it vkdcy ^sfinefr, and plfeirAfr^ | 
beiides tht ioh to tba frufblie of To many ftatclt^ 
ftni^ares now in tilt' hdnds of the elergy» 
winch mi^t ;be coav^ed into piay-^oufts^ 
liuurkct-hdBrek, esccHanges^ coniliion doritilt^ 
rics, and other fmbdic vdiiices. 

I hope I &all be fin|;iv^ a liard word If f 
rail this a caril. I ie)rdiiy is^vm there hatll 
been an old cuftefti, time otit of fnind>'for 
people to afTemble in Utit churches everv Suftr 
^j and ' chat. Ihops are ftill frequently ihut 
«p, in ordei^x as it is! coAceivetl, to preftr^e 
the ibenk6ry of that aihtlent priflice $ but ho^ 
this can {[nroye a hindritice tb h^neis or plea* 
finT4 is hai-dao imagUfe. What if the men 
of ffleatfartaKefOrdedy one^»y bi the ^^ei:^ 
to gMne>ai home mRead of the cbdcoiate-bbufe f 
are' wtt the tuwirm and edffit-houfes open ? 
can theite be a naibfe conTetiientieafon foi^ takf 
liig a <lofe of phy^ r tee ^SfKt cta^s got lip^ 
OB Sunditys than odher aioys f i« tA}t vhrirt h^ 
diic^day for tr^der»to iuft) iap the accoi^ntt 
fijf the -week, and for iawyemcr pi^pdre theit 
briefe ? but. I T)vocd>d.fdh¥ khofw, how k' ^^fl 
4)e pretended,, that the tfhatvhek are tn^fap-i 
fiied y wHero are niore jupfK^tments anvt rcni 
ifesTqufiis iof gaMantry i»^«rhere Wiore ; (^t td 
appear >in chtf fdneihoftiiox, Noi^ ]|;|re^er tid- 
irantBfe of drcfs ^-whcrt.iinoi* w6etmg$ fot 
buihi^ } where nvere'birgaTm <driven of aft 
iToreaF'and tthere fii^ m^ny.eoviyfhien^lM or 
inoiflshv&ts to ilaepr? ^ ' : 
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. There is one adraiitafl^e^ grater thaoi any 
of the fore^ing, ptopoled by the abolilhing 
of chtiftianity ; that it wiil uttorly cxtinsuiin 
parties am^ng ut, by reftoTing thoie faSiovs 
diftinflions of high and low-churchy cftvi;^ 
and ioryt prejtyterian and cbtird) rf En^a n d ^ 
which are now {o many grievous clogs upon 
public proceedings, and are apt to difpofe 
iben to prefer the gratify ^ig themfelves or de* 
pr^ifibg their adverfaries, l^fore the moftim* 
portant intereft of the ftate. 

I confefsy if it were certain, that fb great 
an advantage would redound to the nation by 
this expedient, I would fubmit, and be filent : 
but will any man fay, that if the words njohor* 
ifg* drinking f cbeatingy hingi JfeaHngy were 
by a& of parliament ejeoed out of tJbe Eng* 
hfi^ t6ngue and diSiionafies, we ihould all 
awake next momins chafte and temperate, ho-* 
neft and juft» and lovers of truth. Is diis a 
fair coniequence .?, or if the phyficians would 
forbid us to pronounce the woikis fdx, gout^ 
' rifumati/mi and Jfene^ would that expedient 
ikve like fo many telifmans to deftroy Uie dif- 
f^aies themfelves f are party and faction root- 
ed in men^s hearts no deeper than phrafts bor- 
rowed from religion, or founded upon no 
firmer principles ? and* is our own language 
fo ppor, t)iat we cannot find other terma to 
exprcfs them? .are i^nvy, pride, avarice, 
and ambition fuch ill nomenclators, that they 
•«a^npt.furni^ appellations for their owners! 
will not heydukes and manudukesy. mandtarims^ 
-fivdfat/h^w, or: any vther vrvnb fcfrmed at 

X ;plta« 
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toteftfiire^ ferve to dJiftinguUh thofe who art 
m thettiniftry from othersy who would be in 
it if diey could ? what^ for inftance, is eafiec; 
than to varv the form of fpeeclb smd, inftead 
of the word church, make it a queftion in po« 
liticsy whether the monument be in danger f 
becauie religion was neareft at hand to fumiih 
a few convenient phrafcsy is our invention Am 
barren, we can find no other ? fuppofe for ar« 
gtimeht fake, that the torus favoured Mar-* 
gariia ^^ the wk^s Mrs. Trfti^ and the 7rf«» 
mers F^kntm^ would not Margaritiansy Tof* 
ttanif and FaUntimans be very tolerable marka 
of diftinfkion ? the Pr^fim and Vimtiy two 
moft virulent fa&ions in Ittdyy began (if t 
remember right) by a diftinftion of colours in 
ribbands x and we might contend with a$ 
good a grace about the dignity of the bhu and 
the mtn^ which would ferve as pro|>erly to 
divide the court, the parliament, and thf. 
kingdom between them, as any terms of art 
whadbever borrowed from religion, Ab4 
therefore I think there is little force in this 
obieftion againft chriftianity, or profpe^l of 
fo great an advantage as is propofcd in the 
aboliihing of it. 

It is again objefted, as a very abfurd ridi- 
culous cuftom» that a fett of men fliould be 
iilflered, much le{s.empIo]rcd and hired, to 
.bawl one day in feven againft the lawfulneis 
•f thefe methods moft in ufe towards the puiw 

fuit 

V 

* Jtatian fijiyers then in fogoe i Mufanta was 

ift^rwards loajiicd te Dti Pepiifchc, 
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pular ufe for the common people, as &iniifll-» 
ing excellent materials to keep children quiet 
when they grow peevifli, and providing to- 
pics of amufement in a tedious winter-night* 

Laftly, It is propofed^ as a ftn^ar advaa<« 
tage» that the aboiilhing of chnftianity will 
▼ery much contribute to the uniting or /r#« 
ieftants, by enlarging the terms of communi'^ 
on^ To as to take in . all forts of i^ffkaUrs^ 
who are now ihut out of the pale upon ac« 
count of at few ceremonies, which all' fide* 
confefs to be thinss indiiSerent : that lhi« 
alone will efTe^kually anfwer the great endir 
of a (cheme^ for compreheniion by opening a 
large noble gate, at which all boaies may 
enter i whereas the cfaaffeiing with <liftmtirs^ 
and dodginff about this or the other ceremo- 
ny, is but Tike opening a few wickets, and 
leaving them at jar, by which no more thaa 
one can pt in at a time, and that not with- 
out ftoopmg, and iideling, and fqueefinghia 
bodv. 

To all this I anfwer, that there is one dar- 
ling inclination of mankind, which ufually 
aiFi^s to be a retainer to religion, thouga 
ihe be neither its parent, its god-mother^ or 
its fdend j I mean the fpirit of oppofition^ 
that lived long before chriftianity, and can 
eafily (iibfift without it. Let us, n>r inAance^ 
cacamine wherein the.oppofition of jfef^aries 
among us coniifts ; we . fhall find chriftianiljr 
to have no (hare in it at all. Does the go^ 
pel any where prefcrlbe a ftarclied fqueefed 
c^uatenimce^ a ftiff formal gait, a fingularity 

of 
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•f mumers and habit, or any afiefted modct 
of fpecck different from the reafonable part of 
mankind ? Yet» if chriftianity did not lend ita 
name to ftand in the gap, and to employ or 
divert tfaefe humours, they muft of necefiity 
be A>ent in contraventions to the laws of tbf 
land, and difturbance of the public peace, 
^here is a portion of enthufiafm afligned to 
every nation, which, if it ha& not proper ob» 
je£ls to wori^ on, will burft out, and fet all 
m a flame. If the quiet of a ftate can be 
bought by onl^ flinging men a few ceremoniet 
to devour, it is a purchafe no wife man would 
refufe. Let the maftifTs amufe themfelves witk 
a flieep's ikin ftuffed with hav, provided it 
will keep them from worrving the flodc. The 
inftitution of convents abroad feems in on* 
point a ftrain of great wifdom, thera being 
lew irregularities in human paffions, that may 
not have recourie to vend themielves in fomf 
ef thcrfe orders, which are (b many vetreata 
for the fpeculadve, the melanchofy, tne pr oud, 
the filent, the politic, and the moxx>fe, to 
fpend themfelves, and evaporate the obnoxi'. 
«ms particles ) for each ot whoni we in this 
iiland are forced to provide a feveral StA of 
religion, to keep than qaatt ^ and, whenever 
chrftianity (hall be aboliflied, the legifla- 
tare muft find fome bdier expedient to emplojf 
and entertain them. For what imports u 
bow laree a gput you open, if there will be 
always left a numbsr, wnb place a pride and 
a flstrit ta ttfiifiog to f 0^ ? 

Hiiviftg 


Having thxis conflderid the teoft lihportan' 
tobj^ions ugainft chriftiaflity, and the chief 
idvantagf 8 ^ropofed by the a^oKfhing there* 
of i \ fhall tTo^ ^ith cqua! dfefertiict; #i1id fub*. 
midioA • t6 wiftr judgmenh, as before, pro- 
ceed to mentioA a ftrw tAtony^iericn^s that 
vfiny happen, if thegofpel fhbtild be ttpeaiedj 
Sjvhrch pei'haps the ^rbjefilot^ inay not ha^ 
Sufficiently confidered. ' ' 
' And, fiift, I atti very fenfibte ho>v muck 
the gentlemen of vrit artd-pleaftire are apt to 
Jnurmui*, knd be choaked at the fight of fd 
twany daggled -tail parfbns^ \^0 happen to 
fall it! their \vay, and offend their cy4s 5- but 
at the fame time thefe tvift rcformt^rs do not 
confidcr, ^hat an advan^agb and felicity ft 
is foi* great ^ht to' be "always provided -^ith 
«bje^s"of fcorn and tdnferhft, in oWcr td 
tJcereiTe and improve ¥Hdr'tdlcnts, and' divert 
iherr fpleeri from falling^ cM cAch other, Hr ott 
them7«v*es, elpccialfy ^l^eri all thife may h^ 
tlone /without .the hiB: IttxagitiaWe danger ti 
their pMfons. ' "■ • /•* < ' ; • •; 

'And' to tirge j^ttbrtfet* ^rgnrtent tif i flai 
raUerhature; if chrirfianlty ^ere oticc aoor 
Iffhed, howcdufdthfc'fi-et-ftirtker'S, the ftrong 
rclifbnw's, and the mSri of t)i'ofcmnd fearnihg; 
be able td find another fubjeft ^o c^lctihted 
In all points whereo^i to diW^ th^ir kbiRi 
tic* ? -what *rdnderful ttrodualons of wii 
ihould ifrs be deprived W from thoft, whof* 
genius by continual pfa^cfe hath been whoH)^ 
turned upon raillery Jmd Infettrires againft tfei 
'4igioni- and would therefore never be able to 

ihine 
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Ibme or diilingtiifh thcmfelves upon any other 
f«b|t£^ 5 we are &3\\j ctrniplaimng of the gresrt 
^iecltkie of witamon* us, and would wfe take 
away the grcatcft/ perhaps the only topic wfc 
liave Jcft ? who ^onld ever have fuf[>efted 
J&iiiwn wit, arTotandioT/a, philofopher, 
it the iite3(hauftH>le ftock of chnftianity had 
Hot beea at hand to |>rovide them with miite- 
fials ? what other fubjeft throtigh all art or 
sature could have produced Tindal for "a pro- 
fonnd author, ornnntflied him with readers ? 
it is tlie wife choice of the fubje^t that alon» 
adorns and diftingxiifhes the writer. For, haA 
«n hundred fnch pens as thefe been employed 
«n the fide of religion, they would have iHt- 
mcdiately (bnk into filence atid oblivion. 

Nor do I think it wholly groutidlefs, or 
my fears alto^ther imaginary, that the abo< 
iilhing <si chnftianity may pex^aps bring the 
dxizrch in das)ger, or at leaft put the fenate to 
the troii^e of anothter fecuringvotc. I dc- 
^fire-I may not be mribikon; I am far from 
prefnming to affirm or think, that the chuvcti 
IS in danger at prcfent, or as things no^ 
ftafBd 5 but wc know cot h%w foon it may be 
SOp when the chriftian religion, is repealed. 
A^ phiufible as this proje6l leems; th^re may 
be a dangerous dedgn lurking under it. No- 
thing can be more notorious, than that ttie 
mthetfis^ detflsj fodmianjf anti-trinitarianSf and 
other fub-ilivifions of free-thinkers, are pcf- 
Ibns of little aeal for the prefent ecclefiailical 
eftabfifhment : their declared opinion is r6- 
pddisg the ikcramcntal tcft 5 they aie very iil- 
» diifercBt 
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different with regard to ceremonies ; nor dm 
they hold the jus diuinum of epifcopacys 
therefore this may be intended as one politic 
ilep towards sltering the coniititution of tlie 
church eftablifhedy and feitting up frejhytety 
in the ftead, which I leave to be further wm- 
Udered by thofe at the helm. 

In the laft place, I think nothing can fac 
more plain, than that, by this expedient, we 
£ball run into the evil we chiefly pretend to 
avoid : and that the abolifliment of llie chri^ 
fiian religion will be the readied courfe 'we 
can take to introduce popery. And I am the 
more inclined to this opinion, becaufe we 
know it hath been the conitant pra^ice of the 
jefttits to fend over emiflaries with inibru£Upns 
to perfonate themfelves members of the fe* 
Veral prevailing fe6ls antong us. So it is re-^ 
corded, that tne^ have at fundry times z^ 
peared in the guile of prejbyterians^ 4mabap» 
tijh^ indepefuUntSf and ipiakers^ accoixling as 
linv of thefe were rooft in credit $ fo, fince the 
famion hath been taken up of exploding re- 
ligion, the popijb miiHbnanes have not been 
wanting to mix with the free-thinkers 3 among 
whom Tolandf the great oracle of the oMti- 
fhiftiant, is an Jrijb prieft, the ion of an Iri/b 
prieft; and the mo ft learned and ingenious 
author of a book called the rights tf the chri" 
fiian church was in a iproper )un£lttre recon- 
ciled to the Romi/b faith, whofe true (on, as 
appears by a hundred paiTages in his treatile, 
he ftill continues. Perhaps I could.add ibme 
•then to the number j but the fa6l Is beyond 

difpote. 


ABOLisHiNfi CHRISTIANITy. t%^ 

iJiiratCy and the reafoping^ they {proceed by is 
lignt : for, fuppofing chiiftianity to be extin-* 
guiihecly the people will never be at cafe till 
uiey find out fome other method of worfiiip § 
which will as infallibly produce fuperftittoOy 
4i ibperftition will end in popery. 

And therefore^ if,j notwithftanding aII I 
hsYt htd, it ftiU be thought npctSJuy to have 
^ bill brought in for repealing chriftianityy J 
would humbly offer an amendment, that in- 
ftead of the word chriftianity may be put re- 
ligion uigeneraly which t conceive will much 
better anfwer all the* good ends propofed by 
ihe projectors of it. For as .long as we leavt 
ID b^ing a God and his providence^ with all 
the 9ecefiary confequences, which curious and . 
iaqui^tlve nsen will be apt to draw from fuch 
premi06$> we do not ftriVe at the root of th^ 
evil, though we (hould ever fo effe£kually an- 
nihilate the preieat fcheroe of the gofpel t 
far, of what ufe is freedom of thought^ if it 
will not produce freedom of a£lion» which it 
the fole end, how remote foever in appearance. 
€Jf all obie£ltons againfi: chviftianity; ana 
therefore the free-thinkers confider it as a 
Ibrt of ediHce, wherein all the parts have 
fuch a nuituat dependence on each other, that, . 
if you happen to pull, out one fingle naU^ the 
whole fabric muft fall to the ground. This 
' was happily exprell^d by him, who had heard 
Af a text brought for, pioof of the trinity, 
which in an antient manufeript was different- 
ly read i he thereupon immcuiately took th€ 

bint, 
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fainty EUid by a Aidden dedu^Uon of a long ^ 
Jbrites raoft logically concluded ; why, if it 
l)e as you fay, I may fafely where and drink, 
on, and defy the parfon. From which, and 
many the like inftances eaiy to be produced^ 
I think nothing can be more manifeft, than 
that the q.uarrel is not againft any particular 
points of hard digeftion in the shnftlan fyf- 
tem, but againft religi'on in general, which,' 
laying reftraints on human nature, is fuppo* 
fed the great enemy to the freedom of thoiight 
and a6lion. i 

Upon the whole, if it^all ftill be thought 
£01* the benefit of the church and ftate, that 
^hriftjanity be abolr(hed, I conceive however 
it may be more convenient to defer the exe- 
cution to a time of peace, and not venture in 
this conjuncture to diibblige our allies, who^ 
as it falls out, are all chriftians, and many of 
them, by the prejudices of their education, (b 
bigotted, as to place a fort oF pride in the 
appellation. If, upon being reje6led by them, 
we are to trull to an alliance with the Turk^ 
vre /hall find ourielves much deceived : for^ 
as he is too remote, and generally engaged in 
¥^r with the Perfian emperor, fo his people 
would be more (candaliied at our infidelity^ 
than our chrifl:ian neighbours. For the Turks 
are not only ftrift oblcrvcrs of reUgious woe- 
i|iip, but, what isi worfe, believe a God ; 

whicti 

' • A/or/fM difftrs from a fyllopfm, III that it takei 
only the tnioor propofitku). An enmpla ef thir 
fiftifc may be feen io *j9hn BmU^ VoU VI. p. jyi^ 
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which is more than is required of us, evca 
while we piefer^ the it§mt ^f ^hriftitns. ^ 

To coAckide :• ulhatei^r fortie may^lMnk o£ 
the great advantages to thide by this favou- 
rite fcheme, I d<^vfir>,snu(:h ^j^rehenti, that, 
in fix months time after the a6i is paft for the 
extirpati^i\ 0/ thf gofpel, the Bank and Ea/f'^ 
hK&i ftock may fall at leart one fer ceni^. And, 
fince that is fifty times more than ever the 
wifdom of our ag0 thou^t fit. to venture for 
the prefervation of chnftianity, there is no 
re^lbjii W9 (]^op|41>e;a^ ^ ^m » kfs> ni^f 
for the fake of deftrbjriug it. 
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PROJECT 

FOl. THE 

AOYAVCXMZNT OF RltlGIOU 

AMD TKK 

Reformation of Manners. 

By a Person of Qpalxtt. 

Writtm in die Yiar 1709* 

To tbcCounteft of BEERtsr*. 

Madam» 

MY mtentioil ia prefixing your }adyflup*< 
name it not, after the common form^ 
to ddRse )rour prote^ion of the following pa- 
pers I which I take to be a very unreafonable 
requeft } fince by being inibibed tp your lady- 
Ihipy though vritbout your knowledge, and 
from a concealed hand, you cannot recom* 
mend them without fufpicimi of partiality. 
My real deiign 10, I confefs, the very fame 
, I have 

* This ezedkat h^y was EUJahetb^ the daegh' 
ter of Baptifi Noel, vifeoont Carndtiu and Mer to 
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I have often dietelled in mofi: dedications ; 
that of publiihin^ your praifes to the world ; 
no't upon the ftibjeft of your noble birth* for 
I know others as noble ; or of the greatnefs 
of your fortune^ for I know others far great- 
er $ or of that beautiful race (the images of 
their parents) which calls you mother; for 
even this may perhaps have been eaualled in 
fome other aj^e or country. Befides^ nono 
of thefe advantages do derive any accomplifli- 
nients to the owners, but ferve at be{^ only ta 
adorn what they really pofiefs. What I in- 
tend, is your piety, u-uth, ^ood fenfe, and 
good-nature, attability, and charity ; wherein 
I wifh your iadyfhip had many equals, or any 
fuperiors ^ and I wifh I could fay, I knew 
them too, for then your ladyihip might hav^ 
had a chance to efcape this addrefs. In the 
mean time, I think it highly neceiTary^ for 
the intereft of viitue and religion, that the 
whole kingdom ihould be informed in fome 
parts of your chara£^er : for inftance, that the 
eaiieft and politeft converlation, joined with 
the tnieft piety, may be dbferved m your la- 
dyfliip, in as great perfe^ion as they were ever 
ieen apart in any other perfens. That, by your 
prudence and management under feveral dif- 
advantages, you have preferved the hiffare of 
that mi5ft noble family, into which you are 
grafted, and which the unmeafurable profu-* 
Son of anceftors for many generations had 
• too much eclipfed. Then, how happily you 
ftrfoim every office of life, to which provi- 
Ocace ff^xh f»lkd yon : in the education of 
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thofe tw incomparable daughters, whofe 
condu6l is To univerfally admired ; in every 
duty of a prudent, complying, aifeflionale 
wife ; in that care which defcends to the mean- 
eft of your domellics ; and laftly, in that end«- 
lefs bounty to the poory and difcretion where 
to diftribute it, I infift on my opinion, that 
it is of importance for the public to know 
this and a great deal more of your lady (hip ; 
yet whoeve;* goes about to inform them, (hally 
inftead of findingcrediti perhaps be cenfured 
for a flatterer. To avoid fo ufual a reproach^ 
I declaie this to be no dedication, but merely 
an introduction to a propofal for the advance- 
nent of religion and morals, by tracing, how- 
ever imperfe^ly, fome few lineaments in the 
chara£ler of a lady, who hath fpent all her 
life in the practice and promotion of both* 

AMONG all the fchemes offered to the 
public in this projedling age, I have 
obferved, with fome diipleafure, that there 
have never been any for the improvement of 
religion and morals : which, befides the pie«* 
ty of the defign from the confequence of Aich 
SI reformation in a future life^ would be the 
beft natural means for advancing the public 
felicity of the ftate, as well as the prtfent hap'> 
pinefs of every individual. For, as much as 
faith and morality are declined among us, t 
am altogether confident, they might. in a (hort 
time, and with no very great trouble, be raif- 
ed to as high a perfeaion as numbers are ca- 
pat>le of t^ceiving. Indeedi the method it 
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lb eafy and obvious, asd fbme prefent oppor- 
ttinitiet b good, that, in order to hdve this 
projoft reduced to praftke, there feems to 
«raiit aothing more than to put thoie in mind, 
who by their honour, duty, and intereft, are 
chiefly concerned. 

But becaufe k is idlt to propoft remedied, 
WfoK we are afTured of the difeafe, or to be 
10 fear t!li we are conrinced of the danger ; 
I fliall firft (hew in genera], that the tiiition 
h. extremely corrupted in reH|;ion and mo- 
rale $ and then I will oi!er a (hort fchcme for 
tile refon&ation of both. 

At to thetirft,^ I know it is reckoned but 
Si form of fpeech, when dir!ne$ cftnplain of 
the wickediveft or the a^e x however, I be- 
lieve> upon a fair comparilbn with other timei 
snd couatries, it would be found anundoubt*^ 
ed truth. 

For firft, to deliver nothing but plain iout- 
*ter of faft without exaggeration or iktire, 1 
iiappoft it will be granted, that Itardiy one 
in an hundred among our people of quality 
or gentry appears to aft^ by any principle oi 
fetifi;ion $ that great numbers ox them do in- 
tfrely difeard it, and «re ready to own their 
diibelief of all revelation in ordinary difcourfe. 
Nor is the caje much better among the vui- 
|ar, eibecially hi great towns, where the pro- 
taneneis and ignorance of handicraftfmen, 
fmall traders^ fervants, and the lik^, are to 
a degree r^ry hard to be imagined greater. 
Then it is obi«rved abroad, that na race of 
atortala hath fo tittle fenfe of religion as'the 

I 9 Enslijb 
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Englijb foldiers j to confirm which^ I hat^ 
been often told by great offipcrs of the strmy^ 
that^ in the whole compafs of their acauaiB- 
tance^ they could not recoUedl three oi theiif 
profefliony who Teemed to regard or believa 
one fyllable of the gofpel : and the (kme at 
leaft may be affirmed of th^ fleet. The con- 
fequences of all which upon the a£iion8 of 
men are equally manife(l:» ^ They never go 
about, as in former times,, to hide or palliate 
their vices, but expofe them freely to view, 
like any other common occyrrenfces of life^ 
without the leaft reproach from the world or 
themfelves. For inftance, any man will tell 
you he intends to be drunk this evening, or 
was fo laft night, with as little ceremony or 
icruple, as he would tell you the time of tha 
day. He will let you know he is going to 
a wench, or that he has got a clap, with as 
much indifferency, as he would a piece of 
public news. He will fwear, curfe, or blaf-* 
pheme,without the leaft paflion or provocation* 
And, though all regard for reputation is not 
quite laid aude in the ot^ier fex, it is however 
at fo low an ebb, that very^ few among them 
feem to think virtue and condu£): of any ne-> 
ccflity for pr^fervinj it. If this be not fo, 
how comes it to pais, that women of tinted 
reputations find the fame countenance and 
reception in public places with thofe of the 
niced virtue, who pay and receive viiits from 
them without any manner of fciixple y which 
proceeding as it is not verv old among us, 
10 I take It to be of the mon pernicious con- 

feque^cei 
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littwcea ▼irttie and vioe^ as if a ^iy>oni^ were 
aUoii^ 10 be vidoiiSy froTidcd ilie be not a 
yrMpdt i as if there vfece a certain, point, 
<«i4iere g^lantryends, xod infatny begifis s or 
that an haadrra crhmnai ammin were not as 
pardonable ii' haVf a fcore. 

Bttddee thofe comnthnis airead/- mention- 
cd« it would.faeaidilds to enumerate fsch as 
arife fix>in the excefs of play or gaming t the 
cfecatSy the qiiarr^» the baths^and blafphe- 
iBieSy' among the men $ among the women ^ 
the aegle^'M hanAiold affairs, dve trnVrmited 
Ireedoms^tbeoBjdeteittpailion, and, Mly, the 
Jniown inlet ^ nil iewdnefs^ vihen'kft^r an ill 
»n the per/on mdft a^w«r eke d«A$$i<s «yf the 
furfe: tdie rule on fuch occafionslibldingtriie 
in play, as it doas^^iailwj ^mdttffn ba6et iJt 
trumenay luat incorporf-, '. •• 

BvtaiUthnieare crMes m ootnmx^^ny^vft 
Aep into other £)ems| and eofffid^ tt^^-fratid 
and cociehage ef trading nten'ttndihepvleeep^ 
crs ; that insatiable gul^ of 'Mjddke 4ind op- 
inpofltoffi, the l^nf^ the open traffic for atl^ci* 
ndi vBd mi^tar^JBvif>ioyrffenfi» (f with' it t^ft*- 
eft there*) wi«bmtt/the IbA ttfgstfd to f^tit 
tif qnilifieaiiidBs.f the etirrupt m^Sgertient of 
men in •office 4 .the iicawy^detefta^ dbnfes in 
chuiing thoicv whotvepre^nt the people $ Vrith 
the-mnmigeinflDt<of'Hitef«ft« atid faftions a«- 
moDg the Rj^cftntjKtivies ; to whidi I muft 

' I'S be 

• Perhapt Ae. iiti^or tnteoded to mtiiliate thst h 
fended; to ecclcfiailicai, ^. 
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be bold to add the ignorance of Ibme of th^ 
lower clergy { the mean (enrile temper of o- 
thers $ the pert pragmatical demeanor of few 
veral young[ (bgers in divinity, upon their 
£rll producmg themielves into the world $ 
with many omer circomftances needlefs, or 
rather invidious to mention $ which, falling 
in with the corruptions alreadv related, have, 
however unjuftlv, almoft rcncnnred the whole 
order contemptiole. 

This is a mort view of the general depni- 
vi^ among us, without entering, into parti* 
cufars, which would be an endlefs labour* 
Now, as univerfal and deep-rooted as thefe 
appear to be, I am utterly deceived, if an cf- 
ff&ual remedy might ^dt be applied to moft 
of them { neither am I at prefent upon a wild 
i^culative project, hfk fuch a one as may be 
eafily put in execution. 

For, w:hile the prero^tive of giving all 
employpients continues in the crown, either 
immeaiateiy, or by fubordination, it is in the 
power of tne prince to make piety and virtue 
become the faihion of the age, if at the fame 
time he would make them neeeffiury qualifica- 
tions for favour and preferment. 

It is clear from prdent exjfftrience, that the 
bare example of the beftprmce will not have 
any mighty influence, wkere the age is very 
corrupt. For, when^v^s there ever a better 

frince, on the throne than the- prefent queen f 
do not talk of her talent for government, her 
love of the people, or any other qualities that 
are purely regal j but her piety, charity, tem- 

perance^ 
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peitui'ce, conjugal love, and whatever other 
▼irtues do beft adorn a private life ; wherein, 
ivithout queftion or flattery, (he hath no fu- 
perior : yet neither will it be fatire or peevifli 
inventive to afiirm, that infidelity and vice are 
not nciuch diminiihed flncle her coming to the 
crown, nor will, in probability, till more ef- 
fedhial remedies be provided. 

Thus human nature feems to lie under the 
difad vantage, that the example alone of a vi- 
cious prince will in time corrupt an age ; but 
the example of a good one will not be fuffi- 
cient to reform it without finrther endeavours. 
Princes muft therefore iupply this defeSt by a 
▼igorous exercife of that authority, which 
the law has left them, by making it every 
man*8 interefl and honour to cultivate religion 
and virtue, b^ rendering vice a difgrace, and 
the certain rum to preferment or pretentions s 
all which they fhould firft attempt m their own 
courts and families. For inih^ce, might not 
the qaeen^s domeflics of the middle and lower 
fort be obliged, upon penalty of fufpenfion or 
lofs of their employments, to a conftant weelc- 
]y attendance on the iervice of the church ; to 
a decent behaviour in it } to receive the facra- 
ment four times a year; to avoid fwearing 
and irreligious prophanc difcourfesj and to 
the appearance at leaft of temperance and cha- 
itity I might not t&e care otall this be com- 
mitted to the fbiftanfpe^oii of proper offi- 
cers ? might not thofe of higher rank and 
nearer aocefs to her majefty receive her own 
«emniands to thtfame purpofe^ and be coun- 

tsnanesd 
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tcnanecd or 4i$favo\>red according m ^^ 
obey ? might not the queen lay ber tn)iiiic«» 
tion$ on the biihops^ and other great men of 
tuidoubted piety, to make diligent inquiry, . 
mnd give her notice, if any perfoa aboi^t her 
ihould happen to he ^f libertine prtnciplea or 
-morals ? might not all thofe, who enter npen 
any office in her majefty'a^ family^ be obliged 
to take an oath parallel -with that agaisift fi- 
mony, which i$ adminiibied to the clergy? 
it is not to be doubted, but that, if thefe or 
the like proceedings were daly obferved, mo- 
rality and religion would foon become fafirion- 
able court virtues, and be taken up as the on- 
ly methods to get or keep employments there} 
which alone would have mi^ty influence up« 
im many of the nobility and principal gen- 
try. 

But, if the like methods were puHued as 
far as poffible with r^ard to thofo, who are 
in the great employments of ftate, it is hard 
to conceive how general a reformation they 
might in time produce among us. For, if pie- 
ty and viitue were once reckoned quaiiiica- 
ticns necoffary to preferment, every man thus 
endowed, when put into great ilationSiy wouM 
readily imitate tiie queen's example in the dif> 
tribution of ail ofHces in* his diJBpofai ; dfpe- 
eially if any apparent tranfgiimon drtrongh 
favour or partiality wsuld be anputnd tD4iiiti 
for a mifdemeanor> by which he mvfl: dcrtain* 
ly forfeit his faVour and ftation t and . chem 
4)cing fuch great mimbeiis in em^doyment, 
ibattered thfough erery tawaraud toosty m 

thi$ 


Advancement of ftEtiCioM. t+t 

this kingdom^ if all thefe Vere exemplary iii 
the Condufl of their lives> things would foon 
take a new face, and religion receive a migh- 
ty encouragement : nor would the public weal 
be lefs advanced ; iince, of nine omces in ten 
th^t are ill executed, the defe£l is not in ca-> 
pacity ot underftandingj but in common ho* 
nefty. I know no employment, for which 
pietv difqualifies any man ; and, if it did, I 
douDt the objection would not be very fea- 
fonably offered at prefent : becailfe it is per* 
haps too juft a refle£iion, that, in the difpofal 
of places, the queftidn, whether a perfon be 
Jit for what he is recommended to, i^ generaU 
iy the laft that is thought on or regarded. 

I have often imagined, that fomething pa- 
rallel to the office of ceniors anciently ill 
Rome would be of mighty ufe among us, and 
could be eafily limited from running into any 
exorbitances. The Romans underflood liber- 
ty at leaft as well as we, were as jealous of 
it, and upon every occafion as bold afTertors* 
Yet I do not remember to have read any great 
complaints of the abufes in that office among 
them ; but many admirable effe6ls of it ard 
left upon record. There are feveral pernici- 
ous Tices frequent and notorious among us, 
that efcape or elude the punifliment of any 
law we have yet invented, or have had no lav# 
at all againft them ; fuch as atheifm, drunk* 
ennefs, fraud, avarice, and ieveral others; 
which by this inftitution, wifely regulated* 
. might be much refonned. Suppofe, for in- 
ifamce, that itinerary c«mmiffioners were ap- 
pointed 
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pointed to inijpe£l every- where througheut 
the -kingdom lAto the conduft (at leaS) of 
men in oiBce with refpefl to their morals and 
feligiotiy as well as their abilirics ; to iTceive 
the complaints and informations, that (hould 
be offered agstinft them, and make their re- 
port here upon oath to the court or the minif- 
ny, who fliould reward or puni(h according- 
ly. I avoid entering into the pardculart of 
this or Any other fcheme, which coming from 
«' private hand might be liable to many de- 
fects, but would foon be digefted by the wiA 
dom of the nation t and furely fix thoufand 
poumdt a year would not foe ill laid out a- 
mong as many commiifioners duly qualtiieciy 
who in three divifions fhould be perfonally 
obliged to take their yearly circuits ibr tha( 
jpurpofe. 

But this is befide my prefent defign, which 
was only to ihew what degree of refoiination 
is in the power of the Queen, without the in- 
ter{H>rition of the .legiflature, and which her 
inajefty is, without queftion, obliged in con<* 
fcience to endeavour by her iuidiority, as much 
as (he doth by her practice. 

It will be cafily granted, that the example 
of this great town hath a mighty influence, 
over the whole kingdom $ and it is as mani- 
feft, that the town is equally influenced by 
the courts and the miniftry, and thofewho 
by their employments, or then: hopep, depend 
upon them. How^ if under fo excellent a 
princefs, as the pre^nt queen, we would fop* 
pofe a family ibldUy regulatedy as I have a* 

bove 
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bove propofed ; a miniftiy, where every fingU 
peribn was of diftinguifhed piety j if we ihould 
.'^luppoie all great offices of (Ut« and law filled 
after the (acne manHcry and with fuch as were 
equally diligent in chufing perfons^ who in 
their feveral^fubordinations iflrowld be obliged 
to follow the examples of their fuperiors, un« 
der the penalty of lofs of favour and place ; 
will not every body grants that the empire of 
vice and iiTeligion would be foondeftroyed in 
this great metropolis, and receive a terrible 
blovt through the whole ifland, which hath (b 
creat an intercourfe with it, and To much af-> 
teds to follow its falbions ? 

For, if religion were once underftood to be 
the necefiTaty ftep to favoxir^and preferment, 
can it be iipagined that any man would open* 
ly offend tfgainft it, who had the leaft regard 
tor his reputation or his fortune i there is no 
quality So contrary to any natuire, which men 
cannot elEed> and put on upon occafion, in 
order to ferve an intereft, or gratify a prevail 
Ing pailton. The proudeft man will oerfo- 
i)ate humility, the moroieft leam to natter, 
the lazieft will be (edulous and a6liv«, where 
he is in purfuit of what he hath much at heart i 
hnw ready therefore would mod men be to 
Aep into the paths of virtue and piety, if they 
infallibly led to favoyr and foitune t 

If fwearing and prophanenefs, fcandalout 
and avowed lewdne&, exceffive gaming and 
intemperance, wdre a little difcountenanced m 
the army^ I cannot readily ^e what ill confe- 
quences could be apprehexuied* - If gentlemea 
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of that profefllon were at lead obliged to fbmo 
external decorum in their condu6iy or even if' 
a profligate life and chara6ler were not a means 
of advancement, and the appearance of piety 
a mofi infallible hindrance, it is impoffible 
the corruptions there ihonld be fo univerfal 
and exorbitant. I have been aflured by feve- 
ral great officers, that no troops abroad ar^ 
fo ill difciplined as the Englijb i which cannot 
well be otberwife, while the common foldiers 
have perpetually before their eyes the vicious 
example of their leaders 5 x and it is hardly- 
poflible for thofe to commit any crime, where- 
of thefe are not infinitely more guilty, and- 
with lefs temptation. 

. It is commonly charged upon the gentlci 
men of the army, that the beaftly vice oP 
drinking to excefs hath been lately from their 
example reftored among us ; which for fome- 
years before was almoft dropt in England^ 
But, whoever the introducers were, they hav& 
fucceeded to a miracle ; many of the young* 
nobility and gentry are already become great 
proficients, and are under no manner of con- 
oern to hide their talent, but are got beyond 
ail fenfe of ihame, or fear of reproach.. 

This might foon be remedied, if the queen 
would think fit to declare, that no youBg per- 
son of quality whatfoever, who was notori- • 
Qufly addidled to that or^any other vice, fhould 
be capable of her favour, or even admitted 
iato her prefence > with pofitive command to, 
^icr minifters, and others in great office, ta 
tJ^^at them ixt the fame manper j, after which». 

al'^ 


ADYANCEMENT of RELIGION. 14.5 

a^I men who had any regard for their reputa- 
tion, or any profpe5l of preferment, would' 
avoid their commerce. This would quickly 
make that vice fo fcandalousj that thofe who 
could not fubdue^ would at leaft endeavour 
to difguife it. 

By the like methods a flop might be put to 
that ruinous praftice of deep gaming; and 
the^'^aibn why it prevails fo much is, becaufc 
a treatment dtreSily oppofite in every point is 
made ufe of to promote it ; by which means 
the laws enabled againfl this abuf^ are wholly 
eluded. 

It cannot be denied, that the want of ftriSb 
difcipline in the univerfities hath been of perni- 
cious confequence to the youth of this nationj 
who are there almoft left intirely to their own 
management^ efpecially thofe among them of 
better quality and fortune; who^ becai^a 
they are not under a necefllty of making 
learning their maintenance, are eafily allow- 
ed to pafs their time and take their degrees 
vith little or no improvement:: than which 
there cannot well be a greatei' abftirdity. For, 
if no advancement of knowledge can be had 
from thofe places, the time there fpent is at 
beft utterly loft, becaufe every ornamental 
part of education is better taught elfewhere ; 
and, as for keeping youths out of harm's 
way, I doubt^ where fo many of them are got 
tpgether, at full liberty of doing what they 
pleale, it will, not anfwer the end. But, 
whatever abufes, corruptions, or deviatioos 
fr*m ftatutes have crept into the uni'^rfities 
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through negle£l, or length of time, they 
might in a grea^ degree be reformed by ftrift 
ijQJun^ions trom court (upon each particular) 
to the vidtors and heads pf houfes ; beddes 
the peculiar authority the queen may have in 
ieveral col leges, whereof her pre deceuoi's were 
the founders. And, among other regulations, 
it would be very convenient to prevent the ex- 
cefs of drinking, with that fcuiTV cullom a- 
mong the lads, and parent of the rormer vice, 
the taking of tobacco, where it is not abfo- 
lutely neceffaiy in point of health. 

From the univerlities the young nobility, 
and others of great fortune?, are ient for ear-» 
ly up to town, for' fear of contrafting any 
airs of pedantry by a college education. Ma- 
i\y of the younger gentry retire to the inns of 
court, where tliey are wholly left to their owu 
difcretion. And the coniequence of this re- 
nilfnefs in education appears by obfcrvincr^ 
that nine in ten of thole, who rife in the 
church or the court, the law or the army, 
ai*e younger brothers, or new men, wliofe' 
narrow fortunes have forced them tipon in- 
duilry and application. 

As for the mns of court, tmlefs we fuppofe 
them to be much degenerated, they muft nccda 
lie the word infiituted feminaries in any chrif- 
tian country } but, whether they may be cpr- 
rc£led without interpofition of the legiflature,. 
Ihave ^otfkill enough to determine. How- 
ever, it is certain, that all wife nations have 
agreed in the necefTjty of a ftri6l education, 
which confided, atuong other things, in the 
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o^fervance of moral duties^ ^fpecially juftice^ 
teinpenince,"and chaftity^ as well as the know- 
ledge of arts^ and bodily cxerciies v but all 
^le among us ai*e laughed out of doors. 

Witliout the leaflr intention to offend the 
c/ergy^ I cannot but think, that» through a 
^ifkakeh notion and pra£licey they prevent 
tbemielves from doing much fervice, which 
•therwilfi might lie in their power> to religion 
and virtue ; I mean^ by afFe£Ving To much to 
cooirerfe with each other, and caring fo little 
to mingle with the laity. They have theii: 
pacticuuirclubs^ and particular coffee- houfes, 
where they generally appear in clufiers : a fin- 
gTe divine dares hardly ihew his perlbn among 
Bumbers of fine gentlemen ^ or» if he happens 
tafall into fuch company^ he is ^Jent and 
lu(piciQus> in continual apprehenfion that fdme 
pert man of pleafure fhould break an unman- 
serly jefl^ and render hint ridiculous. Now 
I take this behaviour of the. clergy to Ipe }uft 
as reafonable* as if the phyficians ihoulcia- 
gree to ipend their time m vifiting one- ano- 
tber, or their feveral apothecaries^ and leave 
their natients to fbift for themielves. In my 
humble opinion, the clergv^s builnefs lies in< 
tirely among the laity ; neither is there, per- 
haps, a more effe£lual way to forward the 
£i!vation of men^ fouls, than for fpirltuat 
peribns to make themfelves as agreeable as 
they can in the converfations of the world i 
ior which a learned education gives them 
great advantage, if they would pleafe to im- 
pcove and ^pply it* It fo h^ppchs^ that the 
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men of fleafurei who never go tocliurcb, tjot 
ufc tbemfelves to read books of devotion* 
form their ideas of the clergy from a few poor 
ftrolers they often obferve in the (Ireets, or 
fneaking out of ibme perfon of quality^s hoirlVf 
wiitre they are hired by the lady at ten Shil- 
lings a month : while ihofe of better iigiu'es 
and parts do feldom appear to correal the& 
notions. And,, let fome reafoners think what 
they pleafe, it is' ceitain that men muft b^ 
broiignt to cfteehi and love the clergy, befos« 
they can be perfuaded to be in lov« with reli- 
gion. No man values the niedicinej af ad« 
miniftered by a phyfician, whofe perfon be 
hates or defpifes. If the clergy were as . for* 
ward to appear in all companits, as other gen« 
demen, and would a little fbudy the arts of 
converfation to make tbemfelves agreeable* 
they might be welcome to every pajtv, where 
there was the lea ft regard to politeness or good 
fenfe; and confequeiitly prevent uthouland 
?icious or prophane difcourfes, as well as ac- 
. tions| neither would men of underftanding 
.complain, that a clergyman was a cohftraijit 
«pon the company, becaufe they could not 
fpeak blafphemy or obfbene jefts before hifD. 
While the p^opfeare fo jealous of the clergy"* 
ambition, as to abhor all thoughts of the re- 
turn of ccclefiaftic difcipUne among them, I 
do not fee any other method left for men of 
that fun£lion to take, in order to reform the 
. world, than by ufing all honeft arts to make 
tbemfelves acceptable to the laity. This, no 
>doubt, U part of that wifdoip mi the ferpenr, 
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wbich the aiuhbr of chriftlanity d»rc6l$, and 
i$ tbe very method nfed by St. Paul, who be^ 
€ame all thingi to all tm/t, to tke Je^ws a Jf^iv, 
4uiii aGreek to the Greeks. 

How to remedy tbcfe inconveniencies may 
be a matter of fomc difficulty ; fince the cler- 
^ feem to be of an o|)iniony that this humour 
ei fequellriDg themfclves is a pait of their 
duty; jiay, as I remember they have been 
told fo by fomeof their bifhops in their pado- 
i-al letters, particularly by * one among them 
of great merit and di{Vin£lion, who yet, in 
|ixs own pra^ice, hath all his life-time taken 
s courfe dire^ly contrary. But I am deceiv- 
«dy if an aukward fliame, and fear of ill ufage 
from the laity, have not a greater (hare in this 
sniilaken conduct, than their own inclina- 
tionii i however, if the outward prof&nion of 
religion and virtue were once. in pra£lice and , 
countenance at court, as well as among all 
tnen in ofHce, or who have any hopes or de« 
Ipendance for preferment, a good treatment 
<jf the clergy would be the necedary confe- 
i|Ocnce of fuch a reformation ; and they would 
foon be wife enough to fee their own duty and 
intereft in qualifying themfelves for lay con- 
Teriktion, when once they were out of fear of 
being choaked by ribaldry or prophancnefs. 

There is one further circumflance upon this 
^ccafion, which I know not whetlier it will be 
cnrthodox to mention : the clergy are the only 
6tt of men among us, who conftantly wear a 
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<li(lin6l habit from others : fhe confeqiK 
of which (not in reafon "but in fa£l) ntbis, 
that, as long as any fcandalous perfons appear 
in th:it drefs, it will continue in fome degree 
a general mark of contempt. Whoever licp> 
pen« to fee a fcoundrel in a gcmjn, reclo^ 
nome at midnight (a fight ntithtr frequsaa 
nor miraculous) is apt to entertain an ill idem 
of the whole order, and at the fame time to be 
cxtrejnely comforted in hi% own vices. Some 
remedy might be put to this, if thofe ftraggllti^ 
gentlemen, who come vp to town tofeekfhar 
Jortunesy were fairly difmiifed to the Weft-lfh- 
diesy where there is work enough, and where 
fome better provifion Should be made for 
them, than I, doubt there is at prefent. Or^ 
what if no perlbn were allowed to wear the 
habit, who had not fome preferment in the 
chtirch, o^at leaft ibme temporal foi'tune fuf-* 
iicientto keep him out of contempt ? though, 
in my opinion, it were infinitely better, if all 
the clergy (except the biffaops) were permit- 
ted to appear like other men of the graver foit^* 
unlefs at thofe feafonswhen they are doing d^ 
buiinefft of their function.' 

There is one abufe in tbis town, which 
wonderfully contributes to the promotion «f 
vice \ that fuch inen are often put into the 
commiflion: of tlie peace, whofe intereft it is, 
that virtue ftiould be utterly banifhed from 
among us $ who maintain, or at leaft tnrick 
themfelves by encouraging thegroflcft iinmo^ 
ralities ^ to whom all the bawds of the ^UHirJL 
pay contribution for ihelter and protedio« 
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lirom the Uws, Thus 'thefe worthy magi- 
ftrates, inftead of Icf&nfng eidormities, are 
the oceafidn of juft twice as itiucW debauchery 
SLs there would Be without them. For thol^ 
infamous women are forced upon doubling 
|heir work and induftry, to anfwer double 
chareesy of papng the julUce, and fupport- 
ing themfelves. Like thieves who efcape the 
gallows^ and are let out to fteal in brdei' to 
clifcharge the gaoIer^s fee^. 

It is not to be queftioned, but the queen 
and miniftry might eafily rcdrefs this abomi- 
nable grievance, by enlarging the number of" 
juftices of the peace, by endeavouring to chufd 
men of virtuous principles, by admitting nons 
who have not confiderable fortunes j perhaps, - 
by receiving into the number fome of the moft 
eminent clergy : then, by forcing all of them, 
upon fevere penalties, to a6l when there is 
occafion, and not permitting any, who are of- 
fered, to refufe the commimbn ; but in thefe 
two I^d cafes, which are very material, t 
doubt there ^ill be need of the ]<^gi{lature. 

The reformation of the ftage is intirely in 
the power ,of the queen ; ana, in the confc- 
quences it hath upon the minds of younger 
people^ doth very well deferve the ftrifleft 
care. Befides the undecentand prophane paf- 
fagcs f befides the perpetual turning into ri-» 
dicule the very fun&ion of the pi*ieithood, with 
other irregularities. In the mod modern co- 
medies, which have been often objefted to 
them } it is worth obferving the diftributive 
juitice of the author^, which is con^an^Iy ap- 
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plied to the punifhment of virtue, and tfie re- 
ward of vice 5 direflly oppofite to the rules of 
their beft critics, as well as to the praftice of 
dramatic poets in all other ages and countries. 
For example, a country Tauire, ^ho is re- 
prefented with no other vice but that of being 
a clown, ahd having. the provincial accent up- 
on his tongue, which is neither a fault, nor 
in his power to remedy, muft be Condemned to 
marry a caft wench, or a cracked chamber- 
maid. On the other fide, a rake-hell of the 
town, whofe chamber is fet off with no other 
accomplishment but excefliv* prodigality, pro- 
phanenefs, intemperance, and luft, is re- 
'Iv'arded with a lady of great fortune to repair 
his own, which his vices had almofl ruined. 
And, as in a tragedy the hero is reprefenttd 
to have obtained many vidlories, in order to 
raife his charadler in the minds of the fpe6la- 
tors s fo the hero of a comedy is reprefcnted 
to have been viflorious in all his intrigues for 
the fame reafon. I do not i-emember, that 
our Englifi poets ever fbffered a criminal ar- 
mour to fucceed upon the (btgc, till the reign 
ti king Charles the fecond. Ever fince that 
time, the alderman is made a cuckold, the 
deluded virgin is debauched, and adultery 
and fornication are fuppofed to be coparaitted 
behind the fcenes, as part of the a5lion. Thefe 
Und many more corruptions of the theatre, 
peculiar to our age and nation, need continue 
tto longer, than while the court is content to 
connive at or ne^le£l them. Surely a penfioix 
wtuld Bttt bt all employed on fosie men of 
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wir» learning, and virtue, who might haVe 
power to iiinke out every olFennve or unbe- 
comine paiiage from phys already written , 
«9 weU as diofe that may be offered to the 
Ibge for the future. By which and other 
wile regulations^ the theatre might become k 
'very innocent and ufefuf diverfion, inftead of 
being a fcaodal and reproach to our religion 
and country. 

The propoialt I h^ve hitherto made for the 
advancement of religion and morality, are 
liich at come within the reach of the admini- 
Acation f iuch as a pious a£live prince, with a 
fteddy rcfolution, might foon bring to tWeR. 
Neither am I aware of any objeaions to be 
vaifed againft what I have advanced $ unlefs 
it fiould be thought, that the making rtli. 
gion a neceflary ftep to intereft andfayour 
■night increafe X^pocrify among ust and I 
veadily believe it would. But if one in twen- 
ty fliou}d be brought over to true piety by this 
«r the like methods, and the other nineteen 
he only hypocrites, the advantage would t^l 
. be great. Beiides, bypocrify is much more 
eligible than open infidelity and vice $ it wears 
Ae livery of religion $ it acknowledges her 
autfaDritVy and b cautious of giving icanda]. 
Nay, a long continued difguife is too great a 
conftraint upon human nature, efpecially an 
Et^ifi difpoiition s men would leave off their 
▼ices out of mere wearinefs, rather than un- 
dergo the toil and hazard, and perhaps the 
cxpence, of praAifing them perpetuaHy in 
frwate. And I believe it is often with reli- 
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gton as it is with love ; vhich, by miieh d3^ 
Umbling, at lalt grows real. 

All other proje&s to this great end have 

E roved iaeife^ual. Laws againft imniorality 
ave not been executed, and proclamatiom 
occahonally iiTued out to inforce them ars 
wholly unregarded, as things of fomu &e*> 
ligious ibcietiesy though begun with cxceUcnt 
intention, and by perfons of true fncty, aie 
faid, I know not whether truly or no, to have 
dwindled into fa6Uous clubs, and |;row]ia 
trade to in rich little knaTini informers of the 
meaneft rank, fuch as common conAaUei^ 
and broken (hopkeepers. 

And that fume eife^al attempt Ihoold lie 
made towards fuch a reformation, is perliaps 
rnore necefTary than people commonly appre- 
hend ; becauie the ruin of a date is genenilKf 
preceded by an univerfal degeneracy of mas* 
ners, and contempt of religion $ which is in- 

tirely our cafe at prefent. 

> 
J)ih te minor em guodgerh, imperas. Hot. 

Neither is this a matter to be deferred till 
ia more convenient time of peace afid leifui-e : 
a reformation in mens faith and morals is the 
beft natural, as well as religious means to 
bring the war to a good conclufion. Becanrcy 
if men intruft performed their duty for con- 
fcience fake, affairs would not fuffer througlk 
fraud, falihood, and negle5^, as they now 
perpetually do. And if they believed a God, 
and his providence^ and afted accordingly, 

they 
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^ey ttiight rtfafonably hopd for his divine af- 
ilftance in fb jaft a caufe as oars. 

Nor could the majefty of the Englijb crovm 
apipear, upon any ocdfioii, hi a greater luftre 
Either to foreigners Or fuhje£ls, than by ail 
a^mimftration, which, producing fuch greaf 
€ffe6ls, would difcover fo much power. And, 
fomtt being the natural appetite of princes, 
a limited monarch cannot fo well gratify it in 
a^Jr thiitg, ais a ftri^ execution of the laws. 

Befides; all parties would be obliged to 
^loft yriih fy good a work as this, for their 
dwn rtfptitatibn : neither is any expedient moidf 
likely to unite them. For the moft: violent 
Jttrty-rtieri, I have ever cbfcrved, are fuch, 
a^ iii fhe eoftdti^l of their lives have difcover- 
#4 leaH leuife of relrgion or morality; and 
Krhefi jrfi fuch are laid aiide, at leaf! thofe a- 
Ih^ng them as ihall be found incorrigible, it 
will be tf ntattef perhaps of no great difficulty 
W reconcile the rett. 

The many corrtiptioAs at prcfenl in every 
Wfftlich of bufincis are almolt inconceivable. 
I have heard it computed' by ikilful perfbns, 
that, of fik mrlltons raifed every yeai- for the 
fiA-yice of the pnWic, ore third, at leaft, i^ 
ftnfk and intercepted through the feveralciaf- 
i!es sfod fubof dinatton^ of artful men in ofHce, 
Ikfore the remainder is applied to the proper 
Yt9t. This is an accidental ill effeS of ouf 
ft>eedom. And s/^hWt fueh men are in truft, 
who hare not check from withm, nor any 
views but towards their intereft, there is no 
«(lier fence againft them, but the certainty of 
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being hanged upon the firft difcoveryi by the 
arbitrary will of an unlimited monarchy or 
bis 'vizier. Among us the only danger to 
be apprehended is the lofs of an employment } 
and that danger is to be eluded a thouiand 
ways. Befidesy vtrhen fraud is great, it fur- 
aifhes weapons to defend itfelf : and at worft^ 
if tlie crimes be fo flagrant, that a man is laid 
afide out of perfeft (hame, (which rarely hap- 
pens) he retires loaded with the fpoils of tne 
nation : et fruitur ML iratis. I could name 
a coromi/non» where feveral perfons, out of 
a falary of five hundred pounds, without other 
viGble revenues, have always lived at the rate 
of two thoufand, and laid out forty or fifty 
thoufand upon purchafes of lands or annui- 
ties. An hundred othe|;» inftances of the fame 
kind might eaiily be produced. What remedy 
therefore can be found againft fuch grievances 
in a Qonftitution like ours, but to bring re- 
ligion into countenance, and encourage thofe, 
who from the hope of future reward, and 
dread of future puniihment, will be moved 
to a6l with juftice and integrity ? 

This is not to be accomphfhed any otLer 
way, than by introducing religion as much at 
poiTible to be the turn and faihion of the age} 
which lies in the po^er of die adminiftrationt 
the prince with utnioft ftri£hiefs regulating the 
couit, the miniftiT, and other penons in great 
employment ; and thefe by their example and 

^ eutbority reforming all wno have depeodsDce 
^Ksthsm, 
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It If certaun» that a reformadon fucceflf- 
fiilly carried on in this great town would in 
time ipread itlelf over the whole kingdom ; 
iince moft of the cenfiderable youth pais 
here that ieafon of their lives, wherein the 
ftrongeft impreffions are made, in order to 
improve their education, or advance their for- 
tune 9 and thofe among them, who return in* 
to their feveral countries, are fure to be fol- 
lowed and imitated as the greateft patterns of 
vrit and good breeding. 

And if things were once in this train, that 
itt if virtue and religion' were eftabliihed a^ 
the neceffary titles to reputation and prefer- 
ment i and if vice and infidelity were not only 
loaden with infamy, but made the infallible 
ruin of all mens pretenfions ; oiy duty, by 
becoming our intereft, would takeToot in oiir 
natures, and mix with the very genius of our 
people } ib that it would not be eafy for the 
axample of one wicked prince to bring us bade 
to our former corruptions* 

I have confined myfelf (as it is before 9b* 
ferved) to thofe methods for the advance^* 
ment of piety, which are in the power of a 
]>rince, limited like ours, by a ftri^ execu- 
tion of the laws ahreadv in force. And this 
is enot^h for a projea, that comes without 
any name or recommendation $ I doubt, a 
great deal more, than will be fuddenhr redu- 
ced into praftice. Though, if any dilpofition 
fliotild appear towards fo good a work, it is 
certain, that the affiftance of the leeiilative 
ptwer wottld be aeccflTuy to make it more 
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complete* I wnH inftance only a hw patti- 
culars. 

In order to refbnn dit vices of this towi^ 
whicby as we have Caadf hath ib mighty aii 
influence on the whole kingdom, it if«nild h6 
▼ery inftitimental to ha?e a latwmade, disrt 
ail tayei'As and akboufies fiiould be obliged to 
drfmifs their company by twelve at night, and 
ihut their doors j and thsst no woman ihonld 
be ibfiered to enter any tavtern Or aldioofe «p* 
on any pretence whatfoever. It h eafy t9 
conceive, what a nnmber of ill coniec|ncflces 
fuch a law would prevent ; the msfcfaiefs of 
€]uarrels, andkwdnei's, and thefts, and mid* 
night brawls, the di&afes of intempcnmcs 
and venery, and a thoofaAd odier erv^s need- 
led to mention. Nor would it bt artnfs, if 
tlie mafters ci thofc public-hoafcs were Mi* 
ged, npon the fcrereir penalties, to gif e only 
a proportioned quantity of drink to every 
com})any, and, when he found his gucils dt€» 
ordered with excefs, to refni'e them anymore. 

I believe there is hardly a nation hi Chri/hn^ 
dcffif where all kind of fraud h pra^'ed foi ib 
un measurable a degree as with us:. The law-* 
yer, the tradeinian, the mechanic, faave fosnd 
1h many arts to deceive in their feveral call* 
mgs, tnat they har outgrow the conMsew pni-> 
dence of mankind, which is in no fort ab)^ 
to fence againft t^em. Neither could the le-< 
^(latore in any thing moi'e confuk the pub<^ 
lie good, than by providing fome eifeftuat re-* 
medy againft this evil, wluch in feveral cafes 

deiervca 
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dciierves greater puni/hment, than many erf ities 
that are capital among us. The vintrier, who 
by iiiiiring poifon with h'n wines deftroys 
more lives than any malignant difl:afe; the 
lawyer, who perfuades yoti to a pttrchafe, 
which he knows is mortgaged for more than 
the worth, to the niin of you and your fa** 
mily ; the* banker 'or Icrirencr, who takes alF 
your fortune to di^pofe of, when he has be>* 
fore- hand reiblved to break the following day» 
do furely dcierve the gallows much better than 
the wretdi, who is carried there for ilea}- 
sng a horfe. 

It cannot eafily be anfwered toGod or man^ 
why a taw is not made for limiting the prefs ; 
at leaft ib far as to pi*event the publifhing of 
fiaxh pernicious books, -as under pretence of 
frer-tbinking endeavour to overthrow thofe 
tenets in religion, which have been heM in- ^ 
Tiolable alftioft in al t ages by every fcB, that 
pretend to- be chriftian, and cannot therefore 
with any co)^uf of reafori be called foiftts in 
eonfroierfi, or matuts cf JfecTddtthn^ as fome 
would pretend. The doftrine of the trinity^ 
and divtmiy ^ Chrifi^ the imfjwrtatity of the 
jbut, and even the truth of aH revelation, are 
daily exploded and denied in books openly 
printed ; though it is to be fuppofisd, neither 
pttrty * avow fuch princif^es, or cnwn the fup* 
■porting of them to be any way neccfiary to 
titeir ferv'ice. 

It 
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. It would be endlefs to fct down every cor- 
ruption or defe^y which requires a remedy 
from the legiAative power. Senates are lil&t 
to have little regard for any propofals, that 
come from without doors $ though, under a 
due fenfe of my own inabilities, I am fully con- 
vinced that the unbiailed thoughts of an ho* 
neft and wife man, employed on the good of 
his country, may be better digefted, than the 
refults of a multitude, where faction and in- 
tereft too often prevail ) as a dngle guide 
may dire6l the way better than five hundred 
who bavi contrary vUws^ or looka/fuint, or 
/but their iyet. 

I (hall therefore mention but one more par- 
ticular, which I think the parliament ought 
to take under confideration { whether it be 
not a fiiame to our country, and a fcandal to 
chriftianity, that in many towns, where there 
is a prodigious increafe in the number of 
hpufes and inhabitants, fo little care fliould 
be taken for the building of churches, that 
art parts in Hk of the people are abfolutely 
hindered from hearing airine fervice i parti- 
cularly here in LondiH *, ,where a fingle mi- 
nifter, with one or two fonry curates, hath the 
care fometimes of «bove twenty thoufand 
ibuls incumbent on him. A neglect of reli- 
l^n fo ignomioiauSy in myopinioBj that it 

can 
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J lot to certain biihopt, particularly to bil^op ^tter^ 
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tmad ftr boildiag p new chwchot in Z(«n<^jv, 
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can hardly be equalled ia any civilifed age or 
country. 

But) to leave tbefe airy imaginations of in* ^ 
troducing new laws for the amendment of 
mankind s what I principally infift on, is a 
due execution of tne ola, which lies wholly 
in the crown^ and in the authority derived 
l^m thence i I return therefore to my former 
afieition^ that, if ftations of power> truft^ 

.profit, and honour, were conftantly made tbb 
rewardsof virtue and piety, fuch an admini- 
ftration muft needs have a mightv influence 
on the faith aitd morals of the wnole king- 

. dom « and men of jgreat abilities would iben 
endeavour to excel m the duties of a religious 
life, in order to qualifv themfelves for public 
ftrvice. I mav poffioly be wrong in ibmt 
of the means I prefcribe .towards this end t 
but that is no material objeAion agaiaft the 
defigi} itfelf. Let thole who arc it the helm 
contrrve it better^ which jperhaps they may 
tafily do^ Bvery b<kly wfll agree, that th« 
difeaie it manifeft, as well as dangerout ) that 
firnie remedy is necefllary, and that none yet 
ajiplied hath been effeftual $ which is a foffi- 
cient excufe for ainr man, who wiflies well to 
his country, to oiler his thoughts, when He 
can have no other end in view but the pub- 
lic good. The prefent queen is a princeTs of 
as many virtues as ever filled the thmnes 
how ^oiuld it brighten her charafter to the pre- 
icnt and after ages, if.ihewou)d exert her 
utmoft authority to inftil ibme (hare of thofe 
virtues into her people, in^ich they are too de- 
generate 
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generate to kani only from her example? 
and, be it ipoke with all the veneration pof* 
fible for fo eat cell en t a fovereign, her beft en- 
deavours in this weighty affair are a mod im* 
portant part of her duty, as well a$ of her in- 
tereft, and her honour. 

But it muft be confeifed, that, as things are 
now, every man thinks he has ^laid in a fuf- 
ficient ftock of merit, and may pretend to any 
employment, provided heliath oeen loud and' 
frequent in declaring himfelf hearty for the 
government. It is frue^ he is a fxan of ptea- 
Jnre ^nd ^ Jree-tbinkeff that is, in other words, 
ne is profligafe in his morals, and a defpifer 
of rehgion 5 but, in point of party, he is one 
to be confided in 5 he is an afiertor of liberty 
and property ; he rat£les it out drgainft jiOpery 
and arbitrary pih-wer, and prie/lcraft, and 
hi^h-church.^ It ii enough : he is a perfon 
fully qualified for any employment m the 
court or the navy, the la\fr or the revenue j . 
whcr'e he will 6e furo to leave no arts untried 
of bribery, fraud, injudic^, oppreflion, that 
he can pra^ife with any hope of impunity. 
No wonder fuch men are tme to a govei^- 
menf, whe're liberty runs high, where pro- 
perty, bo'we^vir attained, is 10 well fecured, 
and vhere the adminidration is at leaft To 
gentle : it is impoffible they could chufe any 
other conflitotion, without changing ta their 
lofs." 

Fidelity to a prefent effabliniment is indeed 
the principal means to defend It from a fo- 
reign enemy, but without ottier qualifications 

will 
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will nat prtvent corruptions from within » and 
fiateft are more oftdn ruined by thefe than the 
ether. 

To conclude : whether the propofals I havo^ 
ofEered towards a refoimationy be fiich as are 
moft prudent and convenient, may probably 
be a queftion j but it is none at all, whether 
loBAc reformation be abfolutely ncceflary ; be- 
caufe the nature of things is Aich, that, if a- 
bufes be not remedied, they will certainly jn- 
creafe, nor ever ftop till they end in the fub- 
veriion of a commonwealth. As there muft 
alwnvs of neceifity be feme corruptions, fo in 
a wefl-inilituted ftatethc ejtccutive power will 
be always contending againft them, by reduc^ 
ing things (as Matbiavel fpeaks) fo tieir firft 
frinciplejy never letting abufes grow invetc- 
i:ate, or multiply fb ^r that it will be hard 
to find remedies, and perhaps impofiible to 
apply them. ^ As he, that would keep his 
houfe in reparr, mud attend every little breach 
or fiaw, and fupply it immediately, elfe time 
will bring all to ruin ; how much more the 
common accidents of ftorms aiid rain ? he 
muft live in perpetual danger- of his houfe 
falling abottt his ears ^ and will find it cheap- 
er to throw it quite down, and build it again 
iirom the ground, perhaps upon a new fbun* 
dation, or at ieaft in a new form, which may 
neither be fo fafe nor lb convenient as the 
old. 
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SIR, 

I Received your letter^ wherein you tell m« 
of the ftrange reprelentations made of us 
on your fide of the water. The inftance you are 
pleafed to^^ention is that of the prffljieriam 
mtffummy-t who^ according to your phrafcy 
hath been lately pcr/ecuUd dXDro^beda for his 
. • religion s 

• Thif tra£l was teprinted in Ireland in 173 5» 

when the attempt to repeal the facramcntal teft was 

levived. Theie was an explanatory adferciremcoe 

^ piefixed» 
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religion : but it » cafy to obferve^, how mi^- 
ty indufti ious fome people have been, for three 
orfonryear^ paft> to hand about ftorics of 
the hardfhip$» the merits, the number* and 
the power of the frefyUrians in Irekutd, to 
yaife formidable ideas of the dangers of popery 
there, and to tranfmit all for England^ \m-» 
proved by great additions, and with ipecial car« 
to have them infeited with comments in tboie 
Infamous weekly papers, that infeft your cof- 
iee-hou(es. So^ when the daufe ena^^ingn 
fUtcramental t^ was put in execution , it was 
given out m England^ that half the |uftlces 
of the peace through this kingdom had lai4 
down their commimons : whereas, upon exa- 
mination, the whole number vtras found to 
amount only to a dozen or thirteen, and thofe 
generally ot th^ loweft rate in foitune and 
underdanding, and fome of them fuperannu- 
ated. So, when the earl of Pemhroke was ia 
Ireland^ and the parliament fitting, a fom^al 
ftory was very gravely carried t6 hit excel- 
lency by fowBfi zealmn members, of a prieft 
newly arrived from^ abroad to the north- weft 

' parts 

(f^efixed, which is fatd by lord Orrtry to have been 
didhite^y Off <b-i£Uy rcvifed, by the Dean kimlelf s 
but there are ioaccwacies in it, which may well be 
tbooghc fiiffident to deftroy its authenticity : that 
which in the firft paragraph is called the filhwinr 
' tteatije is afterwards faid to be an txtrad af a dij* 
<mrft^ and it is immediately added, that this extriB 
is ihe vfimUt except iboe paflTages of no coa(^Qex)ce ; 
their are iachided in a parenthefis* < 
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parts of Ireland^ who had publicly |>reached 
to his people to fall a murtnering the protef- 
tants'j which, though Invented to ierve an 
end they were then upon, and are ftill driving 
at, was preiently handed over, and printed 
with fhrewed remarks by your worthy fcrib- 
biers. In like manner the account of that per- 
fon, who was lately expelled our univcrfity for 
reflecting on the memory of king ff^iUiam^ 
what a duft it railed, and how foully it was re- 
lated, .18 frelh enough in memory. Neither 
would people be convinced till the vniverHtif- 
was at the pains of publifliing a Latin paper 
to juftify thewfelves. And, to mention up 
more, this ftory of the perfecution at D/^qghc" 
da, how it hath been fpr^ad and aggiavated, 
what confequences have been drawn from it, 
and what reproaches fixed on thofe who have 
leaft deferved them, we are already informed* 
Nowj if the end of all this proceeding were a 
fecret and myftery, I fhould not pretend to 
give it an interpretation ; but fumcient care 
hath been taken to explain it, firfiy by ad- 
drefl<» artificially (if not illegally) procured. 
to (hew the miferable ftate of the diffenters in 
Ireland by reafon of the facramentaitefi^ and 
to defire the queen's interceiSon, that it might 
be repealed. T^hen^ it is manifeft, that * our 
ip^aker, when- he was laft year in BmUmd^ 
iollicited in perfon fevetal members of both 
lu>uie$ to have it r€pealed by an a& there \ 

though 

• Mr. Mtn Broderick, aftarwii^i chjuoBceUor of 

irtlandf and lord Middlaan^ ' 
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thoij^b it be a matter purely national, that 
cannot poflibly interfere with the trade and 
intered of England \ and though he himfcN" 
appeared formerly the mo(t zealous of all men 
againft the injuftice of biilding a nation by 
laws, to which they, do not confent. And 
hftlyy thofe weekly libellers^ whenever they 
get a tale by the end relating to Irejfindt with- 
out once troublii3g their thoyght^ about the 
truth, always encT it with' an application a- 
gainft the facramentai tffiy and too abfplute 
nece0ity there is of repealing it in both kins-» 
doms. I know it may be reckoned a weak- 
nefs to fay any thmg of fxich trifles, as are 
below a ferious man^s notice ; much lei's wpuld 
I dirpsrage the underftanding of any party, 
to thick they would chufe the vileft and molt 
ignorant aik)ong mankind, to employ them 
for the aifertors of a caufe. J ftiall only fay, 
that the fcancjalous liberty thofe wretches^ take, 
would hardly be allowed, if it were not min- 
gled with opinions that Jome men would be 
glad to advance. Beftdes, how inflpid foevevj 
3iofe papers ar^, they feem to be levelled to 
the underftandings of a great number ; they 
are grown a neceuary past in the cofFce-houie 
furniture, and fomc time or other may hap- 
pen to be read by cuftomcra of all ranks for 
curiofity and amuiement, becaufe they lie al- 
ways in fhc way, One of thefe authors (thf 
fellow that was /iT/pr/W, \ hav^ * forgot his* 

name)^ 

• The fellow that vas pilloried, was VamelDefofr 
whofc oaoie Sv/ifi weU knew and remembered, bnt 

tfc* 
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name) is indeed fo grave, Sententious, dog- 
matical a roeue, that there is no enduring 
him i the * 3ffefuator is much the brifl^er of 
the two» and I think Luther gone of late in 
lyes and impudence than his ^e/fyterian bro- 
ther. £The reaibn why I mention him, is t« 
have an occafion of letting you know, that 
you have not dealt fo gallantly with us, as 
we did with you in a parallel cale : laft year 
a paper was Drought here from England^ cal- 
led A dialogue bgtwati tbi arcbbijbop of Can- 
terbury md Mr» Higgins, which we ordered 
to be burnt by the common hangman, as it 
weli deferved, though we have no more to do 
^th his grace f of Canterbury, than ydu 
have with the archbiihop of Dublin | nor caa 
you love and reverence your prelate more than 
we do ours, whom you tamely fuffer to be 
abuied openly, and by name, by that paltry 
rafcal of an obfer<tmtori and lately upon an 
affair wherein he had no concern } I mean the 
lAifmefs of the mifionafy of Drogbeda, where- 
in 9ur excellent primate yras engaged, and 
did nothing but according to law and difcre- 
tion. But becaufe the lord archbiihop t of 

Dublm 

(he circomftance of the pillory wu to be introduced, 
and the manner of iotrodocing it (hews great art in 
the ntceft touches of fatire, and carries all the marks 
of ridicule; indignation, and contempt. Oi a s a y . 

He waa pilloried for a trad called tbeporttfi toaj 
nitb the tUffint^g, 

• Mr. fohn rutchin. f Dr. Tbmai TmjQtt^ 

I Dr. mUiem King, 
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DMin hath been upon feveral occafiohs, of 
late^ars, mifreprefented in England, I would 
wilh.ngiy ^et you right in his character. For 
his great futterings and eminent fervices he 
was by the fate king promoted to the fee of 
Derry. About the fame time he wrote a book 
to juftify the revolution, wherein was an ac • 
count of king7tfxfw/s proceedings in Ireland % 
and the late archbiihop ^TtUotfon recommended 
it to the king as the moft ferviceable treatile, 
that could have been publifhed at fuch a junc* 
ture. Andy as his grace fet out upon thole 
principles, he hai proceeded fo ever iince aa 
a loyal fubje^k to the queen, intirely for the 
fuccefllon in the proteftant line, and for ever 
excluding the pretender ; and, thpugh a firm 
friend to the church, yet with indulgence to- 
wards iiifTentei's, as appears from his condu£k 
at Dertyy where he was fettled for many years 
rrfnong the moft vimlent of the feft, yet upon 
his removal to Dublin they parted from him 
with tears 'in their eyes, and univerfal ac— 
knowfedgments of his wifdom-and goodnefs* 
For the reft, it muft be owned, he does not 
bufy himfelf by entering deep into any party, 
but rather fpcnds his time in a6is of nofpita* 
lity and charity, in building of churches, re- 
pairing his palace, in intro<v]cing and prefer- 
ring the worthieft perfons he cannnd, without 
other regards : in fliort, in the pra6kice of all 
virtues, that can become a public or privatai 
life. This and more, if poifible, is due to 
fo excellent a perfon, who may be juftly reck- 
oned among the greateft and moft learned 

{« prelates 
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prelates qF this age, however his chara£lfr 
may be defiled by Tuch meai^ and dirty hands 
as thofe q£ tlie 9hfir*vstorf or fuch as employ 
him.] 

I now come to anfwer the other part of 
your letter, and ihall give you my opinioA 
freely about repealing the /acraminfal Ufi \ 
only whereas you deiire my thoughts as a 
friend, and not as I am a member of parlia- 
ment, I mud alTure you they sure exa£Uy the 
iame in both capacities. 

I muft begin by telling you> we are gene* 
rally furprirdi at your wonderful kindnefs to 
U8 on this occaiion, in being ibvery^ induftri- 
ous to teach us to fee our interefts m a point| 
v^here we are ir^ unable to fee it ourielves. 
This hath giv^n us fome fufpicion ) and the* 
in my own particular I am hugely bent to be- 
lieve that, whenever you concern yourfelves in 
our affairs, it is certainly for our gaod^ yet I 
have the mbfortune to be foniething iinguiar 
in this belief, and therefore I never a^empt 
to juftify it, but content myfelf to pofleis my 
own opinion in private, for fear of encoun- 
tering men of more wit or words, than I have 
to fpare. 

We at this diftance^ who iee nothing of 
the fpring of actions, are forced by mere con- 
jeflure to aflign two reafons for your defirin^ 
us to repeal mt fiicramentai tefi \ onejs» be- 
csnfe you are faid to imagine it will be a ftep 
towards the \\k.t good nvcrk in England* • The 
okher more immediate, that it will open a 

way 
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*WfT for rewarding fetferal perfons^ who have 
well deferred upon & great Bccgfiw, but who 
are now unqualified through that impediment. 
I-donotirequentiy quote poets, cfpecially 
ingU/b : but I remember there is in ibme of 
Mr. CmttiUft ioye veries a ftrain, that I 
tfaoughtoexdraoxdtnarjr at fifteen, and haye 
ofttn (incc imagined it to- be fpoken by lre» 
hmd, 

FerM it^ heanum^ mp Hfe/bmtU hg 
ydtmtb her lei^ cotnnnwn^. 


In ihort» whatever advantage you propol^ 
to yourfelvef by repealing uie Jacramextal 
tefif fpeak it out plainly, it is the beft argu* 
ment you can uie, forwa value your intereil 
much more than our own $ if yoiu* little fin- 
ger be £bre, and you think a poultice made 
of our viteds will give it cafe, fpeak the word, 
and k ikall be done : the intereft of our whole 
kingdom it at any time ready to ftrike to that 
of your i^tt9ijifhbtg-tmiKMs\ it is hard you 
will net accept our fenrices, unlefa we believe 
at the fame time, that you arc only confult- 
ing our profit, and eiving us marks of your 
k)v«. It there be a fire at fome diftance, and 
I immediately blow up my houfe before there 
be occafion, becaufe you are a man of quali- 
ty, and apprehend fome danger to a corner of 
yourftahUi yet why 0iould_you require me 
to attend next rooming at your levee, with 
my bundle thanks for die taVour you have 
done i 

1% ^ If 
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If we might be allowed to judge for our- 
felvesy we had abundance of benefit by the 
facramental teft^ and forefee a number of mif- 
chiefs would be the confequence of repealing 
it$ and we conceive the objefltons naade a- 
gainfl it by the dtffmters are of no manner of 
force. They tell us of their merits ii9tbe late 
war in Ir elands, and how cheaiiuUy they en- 
gaged for the fafety of the nation ; that> if 
they had thought they had been fighting only 
other people^s quarrels', pei-haps it might have 
cooled their zeal; and that for the future 
they fhall fit down quietly, and let us do. our 
work ourfelves \ nay» that it is neceflary they 
ihould do fo, fince they cannot take up arms 
under the penalty df high treafon. 

Now fiipponng them to have done their du* 
ty, as I believe they did» and not to trouble 
them about the * /^ on the twbeel, I thought 
liberiyt property^ and religion^ had been the 
three fubje£ls of the quarrel ; and have not all ^ 
thofe been amply fecured to them } )iad they 
at that time a nttntal rifervation for pfiuuer 
»nd empl&yments? and muft thefe two articles 
be added henceforward in our national quar- 
rels } It is grown a mighty conceit, among 
fome men, to melt down the phrafe of m 
€burcb efiabUJbed by law, into that of the reU^ 

gioa 

' * Alluding to a ^ble of a fly, who, having fettled 
•n the fpoke of a wheel belon^hg to a chariot, that 
wts driven rapidly along the road, exulted io hh 
own importance^ and cried out, ** fn>ai a dufl w» 
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aii« ^ib€ ma0rAU \ of which appeUation it 
M eaiier to find the reafon than the fenie » if 
by the wtapftrati they mean the princt [the 
exfireifion includes a falihood ; for when king 
James was f9in£e\ the eftabliihed church waa 
^e fame it is now. If by the fame word they 
mean the legriflature, we defire no more. Be 
that as it will, we of this kingdom believe 
the church of IreUmd to be the national church« 
and the only one eftabU/hed by law, and are 
wJiUng by the iame law to give a teltrat'mn to* 
diflenters : ^but if once we repeal oury2irr«- 
rniiUal tefi^ and grant a t^Urattau, or f«fpen4 
the execution of the penal laws, I do not fee 
how we can be iaid to have any eftabliihed 
church remaining} or rather, why there will 
not be as many e&ablilbed churches, as there 
are fe^s of diifenters. No^ fay they,, yours 
will ftill be the national church, becau^: your 
bifhops and clergy are maintained by the pubv 
Ik » but tbat I fuppofe will be or so. long 
duration, and it would be very unjuil it iheuld, 
hecanfe, to fpeak. in Ttf/Jat's phrafe, it is not 
reafoa»bU that, revenues ibould be anne^ied to- 
one opinion more than another, when all are 
equally lawful 9 and it is the fame anthor's 
maxim, that no free*born fabie6l ou^bt to 
pCM fov maintaining ipeculations he doee not 
believe. But *u;bf JbouU «iijr mmfp upon mc^ 
coMitt of opimns i^ catmot belp^ In depwt*v£d thg 
opportumtj (fjirwig, bis ffsetn and cosmtryf 
their ze/il is commendable> and, when employ* 
ments go a begging fbr want of hands, they 
ihaJl be fm-c to have the refufal» «aly upon - 
^ . 1-3 con- 
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condition they will nbt ]xvtend to them upon 
maxim9y which equally include atbe^Sf Utrkf^ 
je-ws, infidels^ and heretics \ qt^ which is lUli 
more dangerous, even fafifts themfelves : the 
former you allow, the other you deny : be- 
caufe thefe laH own a foreign power, and 
therefore , muft be fhut out. But there is no 

g'eat weight in this \ for their religion can 
it with free ftates, with limited or abfolute 
monarchies as well as a better ; and the fbpe^% 
jpower in f ranee is but a (hado>^ \ fo that up- 
on this foot there need be no great danger to 
the conftitution by admitting paptfts to em- 
ployments. I will help you to enough of 
them (hall be ready to allow the pope as little 
power here as you pleafe ; and the bare opi- 
nion of his being vicar of Chrift is but a ^- 
culatvve point, for which no man it ieemt 
ought to be deprived the capacity of ferving 
his country. 

But, if you pleafe, I will tell you the gr^t 
objection we have againft repealing this fame 
facramental tefl. It is, that We are verily per- 
fuaded, the confequence will be an intu« nU 
tcratton of religion among us.in no great com- 
pafs of years. And pray, obferve how we 
reafon in Ireiaml upon this matter. 

We obferve the Scots in our northern partt 
to be a brave induftrious people, extremely 
devoted to their religion, and full of an mr- 
dijiurbed aife^lion towards each other. Num- 
bers of that noble nation, invited by the fer< 
tilities of the foil, are glad to exchange their 
"teTca hills of Loquabar by a voyage of three 

t - hours* 
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hovrt, for our fruitful vales of Doun and An^ 
trwh fo productive of that grain, which at 
little trouble and iefs expence finds diet and 
lodging for themfelves and their cattle. Thefe 
people, bjf their extreme parfiroony, wonder- 
ful dexterity in dealing, and firm adherence to 
one-another, foon grow into wealth from the 
fmaUeJI beginnings, never are rooted out where 
tfaey once fix, a^d increafe daily by new iiip- 
plies s befides, when they are the fuperior 
number in any tra6t of ground, they are not 
9ver patient of mixture \ out fuch, whom they 
cannot aJimUate, foon find it their interefl to 
remove. I have done all in my power on fome 
land of my own to preferve two or three eng" 
li/b fellows in their neighbourhood, but found 
it impofiible, though one of them thought he 
had fufiiciently made his court by turning 
prefbyterian. Add to all this, that they bring 
along with them from Scotland a moft formi* 
dable notion of our church, which they look 
upon at leafl three degrees worfe than popery : 
and it is natural it ftiould be fo, fmce tkey 
come over fuirfrau^^ht with that (pirit, which 
taught them to aboliih epifcopacy at home. 

Then we proceed farther, and obferve, that 
the gentlemen of employments here make a 
very coniiderable nignbcr in the hoiife of com- 
mons, and have no other merits but that of 
doing their duty in their feveral iUtions t 
therefore, when, the tell is repealed, it will 
be highly reafonable they fhould give place to 
thoie, who have much greater fervices to 
plead. The commifllons of the revenue are 

£90A 
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fiMndifpofedofy and the co]le6K>rs aad 
officers throughout the kingdom ar« ^cMiersliy 
appointed by the commifTionefVy wh^h given 
liitm a onighty influence in erery eoAinty* A» 
much may be faid of the great offices in the 
law ; and when this door is open, to let diflen- 
tei's into the commiiTiQiis oF the peace, to 
make them high-iherifis, mayora of Qor^rae*"^ 
lions, and officers of the army and militia^ X 
do not fee how it can be otherwiie, confider- 
sng their induftry and our fupinenefs, but 
that they may, in a very few years, grow to & 
majority in the houfe of eommenty and ccn«- 
iequentiy make themfelves the national reli- 
|;ion, and have a fair pretence to demand the 
seveaues of the church for their teachers* I 
know it will be objefkd, that, if all this ihofuld 
happen as I defcribe, yet the pireibytman re-i^ 
Jigion coukl never be made the national by a£l: 
ox parHament» becaufe ourbiihops areib great 
a number in the houic of lords ; and, witkoat 
a majority there» the church eonld npt be a* 
boliilied* Bat I have t^wo^ *uiry g9od. expeS-^ 
ml J for thaty which I ihall leave you. to gue^ 
9nd I dare fwear our fpeaker heie has oftea 
thoueht on, efpecially having endeavoused at 
meofthtm fo lately. To convince ydn» that 
this de£gn is not fo foreign homfotki piopW^ 
thoughts, I mu^ let you know, thatanhoneib 
bell^nueather * of om* houfe (you have him^ 
pow HI England^ I wiih you could keep hiok " 
there) l^ad the iinptidenpe Come years ago, in 

par- 

* 5i»Ppoied to be Mr. Brewer if J^, 
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parliament- time, to (hake my lord bi(hop of 
KitaloQ * by his lawn fleeve, and tell him, in 
a thi'eatening manner, that be hoped to Mve to 
fee the dajy tvben there /bould not he one of his 
order in the kingdom, 

Theie laft lines perhaps you think a digref- 
fion i therefore to return, I told you the con* 
iequences me fully reckon upon from repeal- 
ing tht facramental ttfl, which although the 
greateft number of fuch as are for doing it, 
are a£hially in no manner of pain about it, 
and many of them care not three- pence whe- 
ther there l^e any church, or no ; yet, becauie 
they pretend toju'gue from confcience as well 
as policy and mtereft, I thought it proper to 
, underftand and'anfwer them accordingly. 

Now, fir, in anfwer to your queftion, whe- 
ther, if any attempt ihould be made here for 
repealing the facramental teft^ it 'would be 
likely to fucceed? the number of profefTed 
diiTenters in this parliament was, as I remem- 
ber, fomething under a dozen, and I cannot 
call to mind above tliirty others, who. were 
expeftcd to fall in with them. This is cer- 
tain, that the prelbyterian party having with 
great induftry muftered up their forces, did 
endeavour one day, upon occafion of a hint 
in my lord -I* Pembroke's fpeech, to introduce 
a debate about repealing the teft claufe, when 
there appeared at lead four tc me odds againft 
them i and the ableft of thofe, who were rec- 
koned 

* Dtt LtMdfay, afterwards lord primite* 
't' Then lord Ucuteoaat of Jnlaa d. 
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lionrd the moft ftanch and thoitmgli paced 
nvHgi upon all other eccaiionty fell off with 
an abboirence at the firfi mention of this. 

I muft defirc you to take notice, that the 
terms of fubig and tory do not properly ex* 
prcfs the different intereft in our parliament. 
1 1 remember^ when I was laft in EtigUttidf I 
told the king, that the higheft tories we had 
^th us would make tolerable whigs there s 
this was certainly right, and flill in the gene- 
ral continues fo, uniefs you have finceadtoit* 
ted new chara^leriftics, which did not come 
within our definition.] Whoever bears a 
true veneration for the glorious memory of 
king ff^iiiiam, as our great deltvcrer from po- 
pery and flavery ; whoever is firmly l^yal t« 
4»ur prefent queen with an mter abhorrence 
and deteftation of the pretender $ whoever ap- 
proves the fucceflioB to the crown in the home 
of Hanover f and is for preferving the doftrine 
and difcipiine of the church of England^ with 
an indulgence for fcnipulout eonfciences ; fucb 
a man we think a^s upon right principlet, 
and may be juftly allowcxl znMgf and I be« 
lieve there are not fix members in our houfe 
of commons, who may not fairly come under 
this defcription. So that the parties among 
us are made upon one fide of modtratf ivbigs^ 
and on the other of preflyterioM and their 
abettors f by which laft I mean fuch ^dio can 
eoually go to a cbureb or coHvenikie, ox fech 
woo are indifferent to all religion in general ; 
or, laftly, fuch who>afFc6^ to bear a perfonal 
rancour towards the pUfgY < the^e lift are ji 
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iett of mttk not of* our own growth, their 
principles at leaft have been imported of lats 
years $ yet this whole party put together will 
loarce, I am confident, amount to abow fifty 
men in parliament, which can hardly be WoHt« 
ed up into a majority of three hundred. 

As to the houfe ot lords, the difficulty there 
is conceived at lead as ^reat as in ours. So 
many of our temporal peers live in England, 
that the bifhops are generally pi'etty near a 
fur of the honle, and we reckon they will btf 
all to a man againft repealing the tefi i and yet 
their lordikips are generally thought as good 
whigs upon our prmciples as any in the king* 
dom. There are indeed a few Iay-k»rds, who 
appear to have no great devotion for epifco- 
pacy % and perhaps one or two more, with 
whom certain powerful moti'ves might be ufed 
for removing any difficplty what^ever : but 
thefe are, in no fort, a number to carry aAy 
point againft a conjunction of the reft and the 
whole bench of bifhops. 

Befides, the whole, body of our clergy is 
utterly asainft repealing the teflf though they 
are intirely devoted to her majefty, and hard- 
ly one in an hundred, who are not very good 
lubigs in our acceptation of the word. And 
I muft let you know, that we of Ireland are 
not yet come up to other folks refinements^ for 
.we generally love and efteem our clergy, and 
think they ae(erve it \ nay, we are apt to lay 
Ibnae weijgrht upon their opinion, and would 
not willingly diCoblige them, at leaft*, tmlefs 
it were upon fome greater point of intereft 
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than this. And their judgment in the pre- 
fent affair is the more to be regarded, becaufe 
they are the lad perfons, who will be affe^ed 
by it : this makes us think them impartial, 
and that their concern is only for religion and 
the intereft of the kingdom. Becaufe the afb^ 
which repeals the teft^ will only qualify a/^- 
man for an employment, but not a frejbyteri* 
an or anabaptijf preacher for a chureh-hving*. 
Now I muft take leave to inform you, that 
feveral members of our houfe, and myftlf a- 
mong the reft, knowing fome timjB ago what 
was upon the anvil, went to all the clergy we 
knew of any diftin^ion, and defired their 
judgment in the matter ; wherein we found a 
moft wonderful agreement, there being but 
ene dimine that we could hear of in the whole 
kingdom, who appeared of a contrary fenti* 
ment, wherein he afterwards ftood alone in 
the convocationy very little to his credit^ tho\ 
^8 he hoped, very much to his intereft, 

I will now confider a little the arguments 
oiFered to ihew the advantages, or rather the 
neccflity of repealing the Uft in Ireland. We 
are told the popiih intereft is here fo formida- 
ble, that all hands ihouldbe joined to keep it 
under j that the only names of diftin^ion a- 
Hiong lis ought to be thofe of prouftant and . 
papift i and that this expedient is the only 
TTseails to unite all proteftants upon one com- 
juon bottom. All which is nothing but mif- 
reprefentatiot) and miftake. 

If we were under any real fear of the papifts 
in this kingdom, it would Br h^rd to thinlc us 
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fa ftupidy as not to be equally apprehenfive 
with otbeHf fince we are iixely to be the grea!« 
eft» and more immeiliate fufFerers : but^ on 
the contrary, we look upon them to be alto- 
gether as inconfiderable as the women and 
children. Their lands are almoft intirely ta- 
•ken from them,, ^^4 they are rendered unca« 

Eable of purchafing any more j and, for the 
ttlp that remains^ proviiion is made by the 
late aft againft popery, that it will daily crum- 
ble away : to prevent which, fome of the moflE 
conHderable among them are already turned . 
proteftants, and fu in all probability will ma- 
ny more. ^ Then, the popiih priefts are all 
regiftered, and without permi/fion ^vtrhich I 
hope will not be granted) they can have no 
fucceiTors j that the proteftant clerey will £nd 
it perhaps no difficult matter to oring great 
numbers over to the church { and in the mean 
time the common people, without leaders, 
without diictpline, or natural courage, being 
little better^han betjoers rfnuood^ cnddrtpw^ 
tr4 Qfmxaer^ are out of all capacity of doing 
any mifchief, if they were ever fo well inclin- 
ed. Neither ai'e they at i^l likely to join in 
any confiderable numbers wiu an imjadefj^ 
having found fo ill fuccefs when they wer^ 
much more numerous and powerful ; when 
they had a prince^of their own religt^on to head 
them, had been tnlined for ibme years under 
a popl/h depuiy^\ and received fuch mighty aids 
from the French king *, 

M As 
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As to that argument iifcd for repeaiing tKe 
lejl^ that it will tinite all proteftants againft^ 
the common eneTjty ; I wonder by what figure 
ihoife gentlemen (peak, who are pleafed x<^ 
Advance it : ftppofe, in order' Xx> intreofe thft 
fi-iend(hrp between you andmc, a law' (hould 
pafs, that I muft nave half your eftate; dof 
you think that would much advance the unioi^ 
Betv^een us? or fuppofc I iharemy fortune 
equally between my own cbitdren and ajfrofx^ 
ger, whom I take into mv protedion 5 will 
that be a method to unite them ? it is an odd 
way of uniting parties to deprive a maj9ritj 
of part of their ancient right, by confciring. 
it on zfaStiony/hxi had never any right at all^ 
and therefore cannot be faid to fuller any lofs 
Pt injury, if it be refufed th^m. Neither i* 
it very clear," how fsif fome people may ftretch 
the term of aimnon tritnty, HoW many are 
theie of fhofe who call theiiifclves protcftarits^. 
who look upon out- wdi'fhip to be idolatrous 
as well as that of the papifts, and with great- 
i^afity put prelatyiiiMifoperj tdgetltcr as terms^ 
convertible ? '. ' ' 
• And therefotfe 'tfieffc is' one fmall doubt I- 
would be >vilHngTy Ihtisfied in, bcfbi^ I agree 
to the repealing of the ieft j that is, whether 
thefe hmtfroteJIantSy when they have by their 
dexterity mad* themfelves the national reli- 
gion, and di^oied the church i^venues among 
their ^^orj,' or iBemfel'ws', will be Co kind to- 
allow us dtffmterSf I 4o. not fay a &are in em— 
pl6yments, but a bare! toleration by law ? The 
reaU)n«fin]| doubt is, becauPt'I haT« bcien fa 
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very idle a$ toreadabove fifty pamphlets writ« 
ten by as many prefbytcrian divines, joudly 
difclaixnine tbis idol tolfration^ fome of them 
calling it (l know not how properly) a rag qf 
^eryy and all agreeing it was to eflabiyb ini^ 
quitj fy alavj* Now I wovld be glad to 
iuiowy When and where their fuccejbrs have 
.fenounced tbij do£b:ine> and before what wit- 
aeiles^ Becauie, methinksy I ihould be. loth 
to fee my poor titular bifbop in partibus feiz- 
cd on by naiftake in the dark for a jefuit, or 
l)e forced mvielf to keep a c^iaplain difguifed 
Hkit my butter^ and fteal to prayers in a back 
loonsy as my grandfather ufed in thofe times, 
when the chttixU of England was malignant, 

Bvit this is ripping up old quarrels long 
forgot^ popery is now the common enemy f 
againfi which we muft all unite : I have been 
tired in hiftoiy with the jper{>etual folly of 
tbbfe ftatcs, who call in torelgners to afTilt 
them again ft ft common enemy i but the mif- 
diief was, theie aUia would never be brought 
to allow, tliat i)ie common enemy was cjuite 
Ibhdued. And they had reafon ; for it prov- 
ed at iaily that one part of the common ene- 
my wa« tlioie who called them in» and fo the 
miiet became at length the majfers^ 

It -is agreed aooong naturalifts.^ that a liott 
is a^ larger, a firouger, and more dangerous 
enemy than a cat \ yet if a man were to have 
\k\% choice-^ either a lion at his foot» bound 
faft with three or four chains, his teeth drawn 
•ut, and his daws pared to the qnicl^i or an 
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angry cat m full liberty at his throat j lie 
would take no long time todetermine. 

I have been fometiines admiring the won- 
derful (ignification of that yrord perfecutiai, 
and what various Interpretatioiit it hath ac* 
quired even within my memory. When I 
was a boy, I often heard the preflxyteriaiia 
complain, that they were not permitted 19 
ferve God in their own way $ tn^ faid they 
did ^ not repine at our employments^ but 
thought that all men who hve peaceably 
ought to have liberty of confcience^ and leave 
to affemble. That impediment being remov- 
'ed at the revolution, they ibon learned to 
fwallow the facramental teflf and began t» 
take very large fteps, wherein all who pffer- 
^d to oppofe them, were called men of^ptrfr- 
cutingjpirit. During ^he time the bill againU 
occaUonal conformity was on foot, ferfecu- 
tim was every day rung in our ears, and now 
at laft ik^ Jacramental teft itfelf has the fame 
name. Where then is this matter likely ttt 
end, when the obtaining of one requeft is on- 
ly ufed as a ftep to df mand another ? A lover 
is ever complaining of cruelty^ while any 
thing is denied him j and, when the lady cea- 
fes to be cruel^ (he is from the next moment 
at his mer<^ : fo perfecutioH, it ieems, is eve> 
ry thing, tnat w^l not leave it in mens power 
\o perfecttte olbirs. 

There is one argument offered again ft a 
facramental teft by a fort of men, who are 
content t9 be ftiled of the church of J?/3g/«»^, 
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wlko perhaps attend its (ervice in the mornings 
and go with their wives to a coipvmticle in the 
afttrnoon, confeifing they heard very good 
dodrine in both* Thefe men are much of«^ 
fended, that fo holy an inftitution, a$ that of 
the Lord^ fupper, ihould be made fubfervitnt 
to fvch mercenary purpofes as the getting of 
an employment*. Now it feems, the law, 
concluding all men to be members of that 
diureh where they receive the facrament s and 
^pofing all men to live like chriftians (efpe- 
cially thofewho are to have employments) did 
imagine they received the facrament in courfe 
about four times a year ; and therefore only 
dkiired it might appear by certificate to the pub- 
lic, that fttch, who too)c an office, were mem- 
bers of the church eftabli(hed, by doing their 
ordinary duty. However, left nve JbouU ff- 
findtbenty we have often deluded they would 
deal candidly with us : for, if the matter ftuck 
only there> we would propofe it in parlia* 
inenty that eveiy man, who takes an employ- 
■Bent, ihould, inllead of receiving the ucra- 
menty'be obliged to fwear, 'that he is a mem- 
ber of the diufch of Ireland by law eftabliih- 
cd, whh epiicopacv, and fo Jhrib ) and, as 
tiiey do now in Scotiandt to he true to the kirk* 
BiK, when we drive them thus far, they al» 
ways retire to the main body of the argument, 
urge the hardAiip that men ihould be deprived 
tile liberty of ferving their queen and country 
^n account of their conscience ; and, in (hoit, 
bave recourfe to tbe common ftile of their 
kdf-brethren. Now, whether this be a iWicexe 
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vay of sroumgy I will ajBpea) to aay odat 
judgmetit hot Sioim. 

Tbere is anodier tMc of daOfnour (oaK* 

what parallel to tlie foregoing : it feems \^ 

tthe tcft-clail& the piiiitary o^ers are oUi- 

^ ged to receive the fkcranienty as weUas^ 

m^r/. And It, is a matter of ibme fMuknce 

to hear the diiTenters declaimini^ vpoa tbh 

occafion t they cry they aj» J^trmedt they 

are uied liice papifts : when an eneaay appen> 

at home) or from abroad, tiiey m w ut ilifir 

and fee their ijbtioata cnt, or hb hamged kt 

high-treafon if they o^r to defend themfeho. 

Miferabie condition! woful dilemma! itii 

happy for us all, that the preteoder was not 

appriied of this fafflfu^ frefbvt&tktn. ptino- 

pie, elie he would tnfallfbly ban« landed is 

^r northern parts, and found tton all fit 

down in their formalities, as theOte«&di4 

}^eR<man fenators, ready^to die with kononr 

fn their callings. Sometime*, to appcale iSotk 

wdignatiow, w« venture to give them^ hopes 

J»a*lr *** ^^^^ * ^^* ■**** government ytiSi pcr- 

SiX!; ^^'^nive, and harttty beib fevere tohaaj 

JW^ ir*" <*«*ending it againft the letter of the 

wiji Vi^i^**^^** *^®y readily «irfwer, thattbey 

l>attJes !, •w** ^' mercy, but let us *^t our 

^^ a^ ®J^*el vcs. Sometimes we ofier to get 

^*^« S^^vcrnl^' o«*/>o/»i>* invafioiii from abrosd, 
^u^'^^n^^*^ *?." ^^ impowered to gram 
r['tnouf:that. ^ *^* proteftants. vfhatfoevcr, 
^S ^em to ^Z*"^,? circumftahceof obHg. 
^ J**y' their fruyert -Orhen ^n^ 
^ - can 
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ceive the (^craments but they abhor aR 
thoughts of sceafional commiS^ni} they wiU 
oet'do our drudgery, and we reap the bene- 
fit : it is Qot worth their while to nght^o arts 
itfocis \ and they had rather lofe their eitates^ 
liberties, religioa^ and lvves> than the plea- 
sure ofgofifirning. 

But to bring this difcourfe towards a con« 
c}ui[k>n : if the diCenters will be fatisfied with 
iuch a toleration by Uw, as hath been granted 
them in England^ I believe the m^iority o£ 
iioth lioufes will fall readily in with itj far- 
ther it will be haird to periuade this houTe of 
commons, and perhaps much harder the next. 
For, to fay the truths we make a mighty dif- 
ference here tietween fu^ering tbtflles to. grow 
among tis, and. wearing them for fqfiei^^ W9 
9re fully convinced in our confciences, that 
^we (hall always tolertUf thm^ but not quite 
■fo fully that thty will always tokrati us, when 
«t comes to their turn \ an^ *M^ ve the m^qo- 
rity, and nxji are in pQiTeiiioii. 

He who argues in defence of a lawinforce, 
f^oi antiquated or obfolete, but lately ena^bd, 
is certainly on the fafer fide, ^sd may be al-* 
lowed to point out the dangers he conceives to 
foreiee in the abrogation ol it* 

For, if the confequences .of repealing this 
<laure (hould at fome time or other ename ths 
prefbyterians to work themielves up into tlw 
ttational church, infljcad of uniting |^oteftant% 
It would fi>w eternal dwifipns amoxig thet^u 
Firfl;, their own feds, which no^ lie dormant^ 
«rof4d be foon at cuffs again with each other 
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about power and preferment 5 and the diffent" 
ing epifcopalst perhaps difcon tented to fuch a 
degree, as, upon Cyme fair unbapfy occafion, 
ivould be able to fiiake the firmeft loyalty, 
which none can deny theirs to be. 

Neither is it very difficult to conje^ure, 
from fome late proceedings, at what a rate 
iiti\tfa3ion is like to drive, where- ever it gets 
the whip and the Jfot. They have already 
let up courts of (biritual judicatui-e in open 
contempt of the laws : they fend mijffumaries 
cvery*where, without being invited, in order 
to convert the church of Et^land folks to cbrif' 
ttanity. They are as vigilant as / know ivbo, 
to attend perfons on their death-beds, and for 
purpofes much alike. And what pradticet 
fuch principles as thefe (with many other that 
might be invidious to mention) may fpawn, 
when they are laid out to tbi fun^ you may 
determine at leifure. 

Laftly, Whether we are fo intirely fure of 
their loyalty upon the pre(ent foot of govern- 
ment as you may imagine, their detra6lors 
make a quefKon, which however does, I think, 
by no means affe6( the body of diflenters : but 
the inftance produced is of^ibme among their 
leading teacners in the north, who, having re« 
fufed the abjuration oatb, yet continue their 
preaching, and have abundance of followers. 
T'he particulars are out of my head ; but the 
fa£l 18 notorious enough, and I believe hath 
been published ; I think it a pity, k hath not 
hunfum^d. 

Tbttt 
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Thus I have fairly given you» (ir> m^ pwa 
•pinion^ as Wefi as that of a. great tnaiority 
in both houfesr here* relating to this weighty 
a£iir i upon which I am confident you may 
lecurely reckon, I will leave you to make 
whatu&ofityoupleafe. v 

I am with grjtqt r^JpeB^ 

\ 

Publiny Dec. 4^ Sir^ 

X7o8» ^ . 
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To 


.Z> £ / XG fo great a hvir of autiquitUs^ k 
'*^ ivas reafonable to fuppofet you *vooM he 
*very much obliged tvito atty tbing^ tbatvM 
fieiv. I have been of late offended <unib nuag 
^writers of ejays and moral difcourfet for nm- 
ning intoftale topics and threadbare qteotatiogx, 
^ndnot handling their fubjefffiilly and cbjeff: 
aU nvhicb errors I ba^e cartfidly atnndedmat 
following effay^ lubicb I have fropofid as a 
pattern for young ^writers to imitate. Tie 
thoughis and obfervations being intirefy nevo, 
the quotations untouched by others^ tbejubjeff if 
mighty importancOt and treated 'with much order 
and peyjpicuity^ it hath coji me a great deal 4 
time 3 and I dejireyou 'Wdl accept and confider 
it as the utmoji effort of my genius. 
■ ■ . 

PHilofophers (ay, that man is a microcofiiit 
or little world, refembling in miniature 
every part of the great : and, in my opinion, 
the body natural may be compared to the Ko. 
4y politic : and, if this be fo^ how can the 
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4ficurfan^s opinion be true, that the univeiTe 
was formed byafortuitous concourfe of atoms j 
which I will no more believe, than that the 
accidental mmbllng of the alphabet could fait 
by chance mto a moft ingenious and learned 
treatife ofphilofophy • Hifum teneatis amm ? 
J[Hor.] This falfe opinion mud needs create 
many more \ it is like an error in the firft con- 
co^lion^ which cannot be correlated in th§ fe» 
cond 'y the fonndation is weak, and whatever 
fupcrilru6iure you raifc upon, it, muft of ne- 
cemty fall to the groun^t Thus men are led 
from one. error to another, until with Jxion 
they embrace a cloud in (lead ot Juno : oif like 
the dog ih the fable, lofe the Aibilance in 
gaping at the (hadow. For fuch opinion^ 
cannot cohere \ but,, like the iron and clay in 
the toes of NebucbaJnezzar'B image, muft fe- 
pirate and break iii pieces. I have read in a 
certain author, that Alexander wept, becaufe 
he had jio more worlds to conquer 3 which he 
needed not have done^ if the fortuitous con- 
courfe of atoms could create one ; but this is 
an opinion fitter for that many-headed bead 
the vulgar to entertain, than for fo wife a 
m^n as Epicurus $ the cormpt part of his kit 
only borrowed his name,*as the monkey did 
the cat*s claw to draw ^e chefnut out of the 
£«. 

However, the firft ftep to the cure is to 
know the difeafe i and though tiiith may bk 
difHcult to find, becaufe, as the philofophtv 
obferves, fhe lives in the bottom of a weU* 
y«t we need notj like blin^ men. grope in 
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open day-light. I hope I may be allowe(f 
among fo many far more learned men to of- 
fer my mite^ iince a ftander-by may fbme- 
times perhaps fee more of the game^ than he 
that plays it. But I do not think a philofb- 
pher obliged to account for every phaenooie- 
non in nature^ or drown himfeli with AriflO" 
tie, for not being able to folve the ebbing and 
flowing of the tide, in that fatal fentence he 
paft upon himfelf, ^ia te non cafia tu copies 
me. Wherein he wa^ at once the judge and 
the criminal, the accufer and executioner. 
Socr^es on the other hand, who faid he knew 
nothine, was pronoun<ied by the oracle to be 
the wiKft. man in the world. 

But, to return from this digrefHon, I think 
it as clear as any demon ftration in Euc6d^ 
that nature does nothing in vain ; if we were 
able to dive into her fecret recefles, we (hould 
find that the fmalleft blade of ^I'afs, or mol! 
contemptib'e weed, has its particular ufe : but 
Ihe is chiefly adniirabre in ner minuteil com* 
portions, the leaft and mod contemptibfe in-- 
ie6l moft difcovers the art of nature, if I may 
io call it, though nature, which delights in 
variety, will always triumph over art : and, as 
the poet obferves, 

Natwnam expiUasfurca Hat, ufyue recurnt. 

HoR. 

But the various opmions of nhilolbpheri 
have fcattered through the world as manjf 
plasties of the min^, as Patidora^, l>ox did 
tlioie of tht body, only with this differencri 

that 
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that ther^ have not left hope at the bottom « 
Andy it truth be not fled with Afirea^ (he i» 
certainly as hidden as the fource of VfiUy and 
can be found only in Utopia. Not Oiat I 
v^ould reflect on thofe wife fages, which would 
be a fort of ingratitude } and he that calU a 
man ungi*ateful| fums up all the evil that a 
man can be guilty of: 

Ingratnmfi dixfris^ omnia diets* 

But what I blame the pbilofophers for 
(though feme may think it a paradox) is 
chiefly their pride \ nothing lefs than an ipfe 
dixit 9 and you muft pin your faith on ^heir 
fleeve. And» though />f<;^0Vf/ lived in a tub 9 
there might be, for aught I know, as much 
pride under his rags, as in the fine fpun gar* 
roent of the divine Plato, It is reported of 
this Diogenes^ that vi\i^fi Alexander c^^t to 
fee him, and promifed to give him whatever, 
he would afi^, the ivmc only anfwered, ^ake 
not from me <wbat thou canfi not gi've me, hut 
fiand from bet^ween me and the light \ which 
was almofl as extravagant as the philofopher,^ 
that flune his money into the feia with this 
remarkable faying • 

How different was this man from the u(Lh 
rer, who, being told his fon would fpend all 
he had got, replied, He cannot take more flea* 
fare in^e^dingt that I did in getting it. Thele 
men could fee the faults of each other, bu| 
not their ^wn i thoie they fltmg into the bag 
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behind * ; non *videmus id mantic^e mod in 
iergo eft, I may perhaps be cenfured For my 
free opinion by thofe carping momus^s, whom 
authors worfliip as the Indians do the devil, 
for fear. They will endeavour to give my 
reputation as many wounds as the man in the 
almanack \ but I value it not : and perhaps, 
like flies, they may buz fo often about the 
candle, till tncy burn tncir wings. They 
muft pardon me, if I venture to give them 
this advice, not to rail at what they cannot 
vinderftand : it does but difcover that felf- 
tornienting paiiion of envy, than which the 
greateft tyrant never invented ^ more cruel 
torment. 

Invidia StcuU nen invenere 'tyrami 
'^ormentuM majus,-'^-^ Juv. 

I muft be fo bold to tell my critics and wit- 
lings, that they cai| no more judge of this, 
than a man that is bom blind can have any 
true idea of colours. I have always obierv- 
ed, that your empty veflels found loudeft : I 
value tlieir lafhes as little as tlie lea did thofe 
of Xerxes^ when he whipped it f . The ut- 

moil 

• Alluding to thelfabic of Phadrut, that Jufiter 
had hung over every man*8 ihoulder two fatchels, of 
vrblch one hung before, and ^contained the faults of 
h'n neighb»urt j and the other behind, which con* 
tained his own. 

t It is told of Xerxa, that wh^a the fea broke 

down 
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moSt fafvour a man can exped from them is^ 
that whkh Polyphemus promiffed UlyJJest that 
lie would devour him the laft : they think to 
&bdue a writer, as Cafar (iid his en^iDy, with 
a ^/siy vidif vici, I confefs I valtie tne opi- 
aioD of the judidovs few^ a RynuTj a Demtis^ 
or a IT——* J but for jhe reft, to ^ive mjT 
judgment at once, I think |he long difpute a- 
mong the philofophers about a 'vacuum may 
be determined in the affirnrative, that it is to 
l)e found in a critic*s head. .They are at heft 
but the drones of thjc learned world, who de- 
vour the honey, and will not work them- 
ielves } and a writer need no more regard 
tliem, than the moon does the barking of a 
little fenfelefs cur. For, in fplte of their 
terrible roaring, you may with half ^ eye 
difcoTcr the afs, under the Han't ikin/ 

But to return to our difcourfe : Demofihenes^ 
being a(ked what was the firft part of an oia* 
tor, replied, aSion i wHat was the fecond, 
4tQkni what was the third, aSttmx and fo 
«D ad-wfimtum^ This may be true in ora- 
tory i but contemplation in other things ex- 
ceeds a^ion. And therefore a wife i;nan it 
never lefs alone, than when he is alone : 

Nunquam minus falttSy qttam cum foluu 

. ~ And Archimedes y the famous mathematici- 
an, was fo intent upon his problems, that he 
never minded tlie foldier who came to kill him. 

^ There- 

4o«rn the bridge of boats, which be had latd over the 
UeUtfpentf he ordered it to be Uffaed, and fetters to 
^ thrown ioto it* ^ 
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Therefore, not to detraft from the juft pnifir 
which belongs to orators, they oDgfat to con- 
fider that nature, which gave as two eyes to 
fi;e, and two ears to hear, has given us bat 
one tongue to fpeak, wherein however fome 
do (6 abound, that the virtuofi, who have been ' 
fo long in fearch for the perpetual motion, 
may infallibly find it there. 

Some men admire republics, becaufe ora- 
tors ilourifh there raoft, and are the great ene- 
mies of tyranny : but my opinion is, that one. 
tyrant is better than a hundred. Befides, 
tnefe orators inflame the people, whofe an<* 
jer is really but a Ihort fit of raadnefs : 

Ira furor brrvis 5/J.— — HoR. 

After which, laws are like cobwebs, which 
may catch fmall flies, but let wafps and hor- 
nets break through. But in oratory the great- 
eft art is to hide art ; 

Artis eft aUun Artem* 

But this may be the work of time, we mnft 
lay hold on opportunities, and let flip no oc- 
caiion, elfe we fhall be forced to weave Fene- 
hpe*% vrthf unravel in the night what we fpun 
in the day. And therefore I have obferved, 
that time is painted with a lopk before, and 
bald behind, fignifying thereby, that we muft 
take time (as we fay) by the forelock, for, 
when' it is once paft, there is no rpcalling \U 

The mind of man is at firft (Jf you will 

f»ardon the -exprefHoQ) like a tabula rafaj or 
ike wax, wbuh, vfhile it is foft, is capable 

of 
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of any Impreilion^ till time has - hardened it:- 
And at length death, that grim ^rant, ftops 
us in the midft of our career. The gfeateft 
conauerors have at la(k been conquered by 
deatliy which fpares none, from the fceptre to 
the ipade s 

Mors cmmhus cornnmnu. 

All rivers go to the fea^ but none return 
from it. Xerxes wept when he beheld his ar- 
my, to confider that in lefs than an hundred 
years they would be all dead. . Anacreon waa 
choaked with a grape- (lone { and violent joy 
kills as well as violent grief. There is no- 
thing in this world conftant, but iiiconftan- 
cy : yet Plato thought, that, if virtue would 

2»pear to the world in iier own native drefs, 
I men would be inamoured with her. But 
now, ilnce intereft governs the world, ami 
men negle£l the golden mean, Jupiter him*> 
ielf, if he came on the earth, would be de- 
ipifed, unlefs it were, as he did to DanaSf in 
a ^Tden ihower : for men now-a-days wor-> 
ihip*the ridng fun, and not the fetting. 

Donee erisfeUx multos numerahis amcosm 

Thus have I, in obedience to your com- 
mands, ventured to expofe myfelf to cenfure 
in this critical age. Whether I have done 
right to my fubje§, muft be left to the judg^ 
ment of the learned t however, I cannot bjut 
hope, that my attempting of it may be an en- 
couragement for fome able pen to perform it 
with more fucceft. 

PRE- 


PREDICTIONS 

FOR 

The Y E A R 1708. 

Wherein the month and day of the month 
are fct down, the peribns named, and the 
great a^ons and events of next year par- 
ticularly related^ as they will come to pa&» 

Wrltie^ to frevetn the p€9pk of England frm 
heing farther impofedmt h;^ 'vulgar aJmoMoci'^ 
makers^ 

By ISAAC BICKERSTAFF, E(q; 

I HAVE long considered the grofe ahuft 
of aftroiogy in this kingdom, and, .iipoR 
debating the matter with myfelf, I could not 
pofflblylay the fault upon the art, but upon 
thofe giofs impoftors, who fet up to be the 
artifts. I know feveral learned men have con-^ 
tended, that the whole i$ .a eheat i that it is 
abfurd and ridiculous to imagine the ftars 
can have any inflpence at all upon human ac- 
tions, thoughts, or inclinatibn$ $ and who- 
ever hath not bent his ftudies that way, may 
be excufed for thinking fo, when he fees iix 
how wretched a manner that noble art is treat- 
ed by a few mean illiterate traders between 
us and the ftars 5- who import a yearly ftock 
fif nonfenfe, Iy«s, folly, and impertmence, 

which ' 
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wMch they offer to the world at genuine hom. 
the planct9« though they defcend from no great«- 
cva height than their own brains. 

I intend in a ihort time to publidi a l^ig^ 
and rational defence of this art, and therefore 
irail fay no more in its juftification at pre- 
lbnt» than that it hath in all ages been defend* 
•d by many learned men, and among the refk 
hfi^^crates himfel^ whom I look upon a» un- 
dottbtedly the wifeft of uninfpired mortals c 
«> which if we add» that thofe who have con* 
4eflmed this art, tho* olhei^wife learoedy ba^F* 
iiig been fueh as either did not apply their ftu- 
dies this way, or at lead did not fucceed in 
iheir applications j their teftimony will not be 
of much, weight to its difadvanta(ge, iince 
they are liable to the conviton obje^ion of 
condemning what they did not underftand. 

Nor am I at all offended^ or do I think It 
as injury to the art, when I (ee the eommon 
dealers in it, ^eJiudenUm qflroiifgji the/Ai- 
hmathiy and the reil of tha.t tribe, treated by 
wile men with the utmoft fcorn and contempt f 
Itot I rather wonder whejn X obferve the gen* 
tfemen ift.the country, rich enough to lerve. 
the nation in parliament, poring in Pariridge"% 
almanack to find out the events* of the year 
aft home and abroad $ not daring tp propofe a 
Imnt'mg-match, till Gadbuty ot he have fixed 
Ae weather. 

I will allo# ekher of the two I hare mm- 
lioned, or any other of the fraternity, to the 
Hot only aftrologers, bul conjurers too, if I 
A> aok produce a hundred iaibuices in all their. 

alma* 
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almanacks to convince any itafonahle mdiif ' 
that they do not fo much as underibind com-* 
naon grammar and fyntax that they are not 
able to fpell any word out of the uraal road, 
nor even in their prefaces to ^rite comraoo 
ienfe or intelligible inglijb^ Then, for their 
obfervations and predictions, they are Aich asr 
will equally Hiit any age or country in the 
world, nns month a certam great P^^^ ^^^ 
hi threatened «with death orjickneft . This the- 
news -papers will tell them \ for there we find' 
at the end of the year, that no month pafles 
without the death of fome perfoa of note: 
and it v/ould be hard, if it Ihould be others- 
wife, when there are at leaft two thoiifand 
perfons of note in this kingdom, many of 
ttrem old, and the almanack-maker has the* 
liberty of chufing the iicklieft feafon of the* 
year, where he may fix his predidion. Again^ 
this month an eminent clergyman 'will be pre^^ 
fenced \ of which there may be fome hun- 
dreds, half of them with one foot in the 
grare. Then, fuch a planet in fucb a boufe 
JbenJDs great mathmationsy phts and cmj^ira-- 
cietf that may in time be brought to light : af- 
ter which, if we hear of any difcovery, the* 
aftrologer gets the honour ; if not, his pre- 
di£lion Aill ftands good. And at iaft, God 
freferve king WiUiam frotn all his open and 
fecret enemies^ amen. When if the king 
Ihould happen to haye died, the aftrologer 
plainly foretold it 5 otherwife it y^Sdh fot 
die pious ejaculation of aioyal fubjeCl } tho* 
it unluckily happened in fome 9f their aima^ 

nacksy 
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^fiaeks, that poor king WtUiam was praytd for 
• many months aft^r he was dead, becaufe it 
fell out« that he died about the beginning of 
the year. 

To Mention no more of their impertinent 
^edi^ions, what have we to do . with their 
adverfifementsr ihoMttiUsandJrinkfor the v^- 
ntnal difeafi? or tneir mutual quarrels in 
▼erie and profe of nubig and toryi wherewith 
the ftars have little to do ? 

Having long obferved and lamented the/e, 
and a hundred other abufes of this art too te- 
- dioiis to repeat, I refolved to proceed in a new 
way, which I doubt not will be to the gene- 
ra) fatisfa^lion of the kingdom.: I can this 
year }>roduce but« fpeciraen of wha^t I defign 
for the future ; having employed moft part of 
my time in adjuliing and corref^ing tlie cal- 
culations I made fome years paft, becaufe.' I 
would offer nothing to the- world, of ^hich 
I am not as fully fatisfied, as that I am now 
alive. For theie two laft years I have not 
failed in above one or two particulars^ and 
•thofe of no very great moment. I exactly 
foretold the mifcarriage at Toulon^ with au 
its paniculars, and the lofs of admiiHl Sh^vel^ 
though I was miftaken as to the day, placing 
that accident about thirty-fix hours focMief; 
than it happened ; but, upon ^'eviewinc^ my 
fchemes, I quickly found the caufe of that 
error. I likewile foretold the battle of Al^ 
mtttt^a to the very day and hour, with the 
lofs on both fides, and the confequcnces thcre- 
<ct* Ail which 1 ihewed to ibme friends many 

months 
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months before they happened, that is» Iga«r 
them papers fealed up^ to open at fiich a uhm^ 
after which they were at liberty to read them y 
and there they found my preui^iona true in 
crery article, except ona or two very minute. 

As for the few following predidUons I now 
offer the world, I forebore to publiih them, 
till I had perufed the fevcral ahnanacks for 
the year we are now entering upon. I found 
them all in the tffoal ftrain, and I beg the 
reader will compare their maimer with mine 3 
and here I make bold to tcU the world, that 
I lay the whole credit of my art upoa the 
truth of thefe predi^ons ; aad I will be con- 
tent, that Partridge, and the reft of bis claji, 
may hoot me for a cheat und impoftor, if I 
Jail in any iibgle particular of moment. I be«- 
lieve, any man who reads this paper, will 
look upon me to be at leaft a perfon of as 
much honefty and underftanding, as a com- 
mon maker of almanacks. I do not lurk in 
the dark ; I am net wholly unknown in thn 
'WOiid ; I have fet my name at length, to be 
a mark of infamy to mankind, if they fliaH 
. fod I deceive them. 

In one ponit I muft defire to be forgiven, 
that I talk more fparingly of home affaiis : aa 
it would be imprudence to difcover iecrets of 
Hate, ib it might be dangerous to my perfon i 
but in finaller mattei-s, and foch as are not 
of public confequ^nce, I (hall be very free^ 
and the truth of my conjectures will as much 
appeal* from thefe as the other. As for tlie 
moltfignjd events abroad in Fraofa, Flanders, 
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^afy, and Spaitt^ I ihall make m> fcniple to 
|ireai£t them in plain terms i fame of them 
are of importance, and I hope I ihall feldom 
miftake the day tfaey (hail happen ; thertfore, 
Z thiok good to inform the reader, that I all 
aieng make nfe of the ddjhle obfisrved in- 
£ftgkmdp which I ds(ire he will compare with 
tkxt of tlie newt-papers, at the ti-me they «- 
late the a£liona S mention. 

I muft add one word mone s I know it hatk 
Been die optnioii of- feverai teamed perfijns, 
who think well enough of tlie true art of aO- 
trolo^y, that the ftar« do o«% mclmti and 
not forct the adions or wilfs of men : and 
therefore, howeter I may pimceed by right 
imleff, yet X cannot in prudence U> conndently 
ailure the events will fiollow exactly as I pre» 
di^ithem. • > - 

I h<^ I 'have* maturety confidet^ lias obi- 
fe^iioDy willed in Ibroe cafes is of no little 
weight. For example : n man may, by the 
influence of an ovef^ ruling pkinet, be dilpo* 
led or inclined to luA, rage, or avarice, and 
Jfet by the fofceof rtafon overcome that evil 
mfliience $ and tbh was the cafe of Socrates * : 

- • ' • ** 

* A phyfiognomifty. being brof gbt by S^cratnU' 
ftholan to aamme the fii^^arei of their mifttt^ pro- 
nounced him^ according to the rules of art, paflionate, 
intemperate, and libidinous ; sod,, when he was re- 
proached and derided by them fdr $i judgment ib re- 
mote from the truth, Socrates refcued him from their 
infuk by declaring, that his natursJ difpofition was 
ihch as had been defcribed, before it was corrsAed; 
ky the ftudy of phUoibpb^ 
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but, the great events of the world ufually de- 
pending upon numbers of men, it cannot be 
expelled they ihould all unite to crafe their 
inclinations, for purfuing a general defign^ 
wherein tbey un&nimoufly agree. Beilaes, 
the influence of the ftars reaches to many ac*" 
tions and events, which are not any way;ia 
the power of reafon } as ficknefs, death, and 
what we^ commonly call accidents, with many 
more needlefs to repeat. 

But now it is. time to proceed to my predic* 
tions, which I have begun to calculate from 
the time that %itfmu enters into Aries. ^ And 
this I take to be properly the beginnm^ of 
the natural year. I purfue them to the time 
that he enters Ubraf or fomewhat more, which 
is the bufy period of the year. The remain- 
der I have not yet adjufted, upon account of 
ieverat iitipediments needlefs here to mention : 
befides, I mufl remind the reader again, that 
this is but a fpectmen of what I defign in fuc* 
ceeding years to treat more at large^ if I nuiy 
have liberty and'encouragement. 

My firft prediction is but a trifle, yet I 
will mention it to fliew how ignorant thole 
fottifli pretenders to aftrology are in their own 
concerns : it relates to Partruige the alma- 
nack-maker ; I hav« confulted the ftar of his 
nativity by my own rules, and And he will 
infallibly die upon the 19th' of March next, 
about eleven at ni|ht, of a raging fever; 
therefore I advife him to .confider of it, and 
fettle bis affairs in time. 

The 
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The month 4>f April witl be obicrvable for 
the death of many great perfonsl Qn. the 
4th will die cardinal de HomUes, archbiihop 
of Paris : on the nth the young prince of 
JIfitruUf ion to the duke of Jmous on the 
14th 9 great peer of this realm wul die at hit 
country- houfe : on the X9th an old U^^moH 
of great fame for learning \ and on the a3d 
«n eminent goldfmidi in Lumbar d-fif tit. I 
could mention others, both at home and a* 
broad^ if I did not coniider fuch events of ve* 
ry little ufe or inftniflion to the reader, or to 
the world. 

As to public affairs : on the 7th of thit 
month there wilh be an infurredlion in J^aU" 
fhUne^ occaiioned by the oppreiEons of the 
^ple, which will not be quiet^ in fome 
months. , 

On the X5th will be a violent fti^rm on the 
fouth-eaft coaft of France ^ which will deftroy 
many o{ their ihips, and fome in the very 
harbour. 

The 19th will be famotis for the revest of 
a whole province or' kingdom, except one citjr, 
by which the aflfairs of a certain prince in the 
alliance will take a better face. 

Majff againft common conjc^kqres, will be 
no very bufy month in Euntpe^ but very fip- 
Bal for the death of the Dauphin^ which will 
happen on the 7th, after a ihorc fit of fickoefs, 
and 'grievous torments with the ftranguiy. 
He dies lefs lamented by the court than the 
]ungdom» 

• If . Q» 
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Oil the ^th a marefchal o^ France will bttak 
his leg by a fall from his horie. I have not 
been able to diicovcr whether he will then die 
or not. 

On the itthwIU hi^n a noil impbitaat 
iiege, wiiich the eyes or all EmrtpevnW be iip» 
on : I cannot foe more pamcular : for in re< 
lating afEurs> that fo nearly contern the en* 
ftderates^ and confeqtiently this kingdom, I 
em farced to confine myfelf, for fereral rei'* 
Ions very obvious to tfcle reader. 
< On the 1 5th news will arrive of a vety ySrf:. 
f>fifmg eventf than which nothing touid be 
^ fnore iinejcpe6led. 

On the t^th three noble ladies of thii 
kingdom wili, ag^iaft all. expetSlationy prove 
«rf^ child, to the great joy of their hilf* 
bands. 

On the t^^d a famous 'b\iffooA of thfplay- 
tiouie will yUc a ridiculous death fuitable to 
t^is vocation. 

June. This month will be diftinguiflied at 
Itome, by the utter difperfing of thofe rikiicu- 
lous deluded enthufiaftS) commonly cafled the 
ftipkeit i «ccafioned chiefly b^ feeing the time 
come, when many of their prophecies ihoiald 
4>e 'fttlfHIedy and then finding tberofelves de- 
<%iVftd by contrary events. It is indeed to 
be admit^, how any deceiver can be fo weak 
to foretel things near at hand, when a few 
AOfiths muft of neceiBty dtfcover the Impof* 
ture to all the world ; in this f oint l«f& pro^ 
dent than common almanack- makers* who 
^ fo wife to wandgr in generals, and talk 

dubiou(ly« 


dobioftfly, and leave to the reader tbe bufi<« 

oefs of interpreting. 

. On the tft pf tliU inonth a fittick |ge«tt:al 

wiU be killed by a random ikot of a <:aiiBdA« 

ball. 

Oft the 6th a fire will bf«ak out Ift the fub* 
vrbt o£ Pttrh» which wUl deftroy.abc^e a 
thoufand houfesi and ieeoiB to be theforo^ 
boding of what will happen to the furpri/e 
of all Europe, about the end of the following 

flOOBth. 

. On theiothagreat battle wtil befoughta 
which will begin at four of the dock -in the 
afternoon $ and laft till nine at night with 
great obftinacy, but, no very decifive istent* 
I ^all not name the place for the realbna «•* 
f(Arefaid ; but the conanuuRdera on each Jeft 
wing will be killed .—I fee bonfirefty and hear 
the noife of guns for a vi£lory. _, 

; On the 14th there will be a falfe .report of 
the frencb king*8 death. 

On the aoth cardinal Portocariro will (iie 
of a dyfentery, with sreat fufpicion of poi« 
ion \ but the report of hia intention to feyoJt 
to king Charles will prove falfe. 

yufyt The 6th of this month- a artmng^*- 
mral willi by a fflorious adion, recover the 
ttputation he loft by former misfortunes. 

On the 1 2th a great commander will die « 
prifoner in the 'hands of bis enemies* 

On the x4th a (hameful diicovery will be 
made of a Jrencb jefuit^ giving poifoa to a 
great foreign genei'al $ and^ when ae ia put to 

N a - the 
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the torture^ he will make wond^ul diicove-* 
ries. 

In fhom this will prove a month of great 
aftion^ if I might have liberty to rdate th« 
particulars. 

At home, the death of an old Famous fe« 
nator will happen on the i^th at his country* 
houicy worn with age and difeafes. 

^ But that which will make this month me* 
Inorable to all pofterity, is the death of th« 
frencb king, Lenmj the fourteenth, after a 
week^s ficknefi at Marii, which will happen 
on the ft9th> about fix o'clock in the evening* 
It ieems to be an effeft of the gout in his fto* 
inachy followed by a flux. . And in three 
days- after m0n&tMT CbamUlardvf ill follow hii 
inafter, dying fukidenly of an apoplexy. 
' In this month likewjfe an ambajfador will 
die in London \ but I cannot aflign the day. 

A^Uft* The afiairs of France will feem to 
fuffer no change for a while under the duke 
of Bvr^itndfi adminiftration \ but the genius 
that animated the whole mathine being gontf 
^ill be ^he caufe of mighty turns and' revo- 
lutions in the following year. The new king 
mtkea yet Iktle change either in the army or 
the miniftry $ but the libels againft his gi-and* 
fiithery that fly about his very court, give him 
«neaiineis. 

I fee an exprefs in mighty haiHe, with joy 
mnd wonder in his looks, arriving by break 
«f day on the 26th «f this month, having 
traveiled -in three days a prodigious jdumey 

by 
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fiy land and fea. In the~ev«ning I hear bells 
and guns, and fee the blazing of A thouland 
bonfires. 

A young admiral of noble birth does like- 
wife this month gain immortal honour by a ' 
great atchievement. 

The stairs of Poloful are this month in- 
tii«ly fettled x Jbigt^uf refigns his' ]f retenfions, 
which he had again taken up for fome time-i 
Stanifiaus is peaceably poffefled of the throne | 
and the king of ^w#x/^« declares for the em- 

peror* 

I cannot omit one particular accident at 
liome*} that near the end of this month much 
mifchief will be done at BartMontiw fair, by 
the fall of a booth. 

September, This month begins with a irerv 
furpfiiing fit of fro^ weather, which wtu 
laft near twelve days. 

The pope, having long languished laft 
month, the/welling in hisTegi breaking* and 
th^ flefii mortifying, will die on the. xith in* 
iamt : and in three weeks time, after a migh-' 
«y contefiv he fucceeded by a cardinal of the 
imperial faaion, but a native of TufcoHy, wha 
is now about fixty years old. 
. The Firencb army ails now wholly on th« 
defenfive, ftrongly fortified in their trenches ^ 
and the young frentb king fends overtuna 
for a treaty of peace by the duke of Meaitua^ 
which, becaufe it is a matter of ftate that con- 
cerns us^her^ at home, I Aall fpeak no far- 
^r of. 

K 3 Khali 
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I (kair add but one predidibn more, knd 
that in myftical tacms, which ihall-be include 
«d in ft verfe out of Virgil : 

. Aktr nit jam Tifhjs, et altera qu^ vebai 
Argo 
Dele&os Hercas* 

Upon the 15th day of this month, the ful-^ 
filling of this predi^ion will be manifel^ to 
every body. 

This t« the f^rtheftJ have proceeded in my 
calculations for the prcfent year. I do not 
pretend, that thefe are all the great events, 
which vdll happen in this period, but thai 
thoie I have fet down will infallibly come to 
pafs. It will perhaps be ftill obieoed, why 
t have hot fpoke more particularly of affairs 
at' home, or of the fuccefs of our armies a- 
broad, which I might, and could very 1am- 
ly haye done \ but thbfe in power have wiuly 
difcouraged men from meddling in public 
concerns, ind I Nvas refolved by no means to 
give the leaft offence. This I will venture 
to fav, that it will be a glorious campaign 
lor tne Mes^ wherein the ingUfit forces, both 
by Tea and land, will have their full (hare o£ 
honour : that her majefty queen AUNE will 
* continue in health and profperity : and that 
no tU accident will arrive to any in the chief 
miniftry. 

As to the particular events I have menti-if 
oned, the readers may judge by the fuliiUing: 
•f themj, whether I am on the level with comi*.. 

moll 
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l^n aftcdlogtn i Mtbo, with «ii -old paultry 
cant^ Mid a few pothook), forplanets, tp a- 
muCt the vu]jnr» hare» in mv Dpinion, too 
loDg^bcen fuirered to abufe the work! i but 
an boneft phyiician oueht not to be de^iiiedy 
becaufe there are fuch .thinai as mountebanks., 
i hope I have fome (hare of reputation, which 
X would not willingly forfeit for a frolic or 
hufnour: and I believe no g^tleman, who 
reads this paper> will look Vpon it to be oS 
th^ Aune can or nioaid with the commoa; 
IcribUers ^at are eveiv. day hawked about^ 
My fortune hath placed me above the little 
re^d of writing for a few pence, which Ji 
neither value or want : themore let not wife 
tnen too haftilv condemn this eflay^ intended 
for a good deugni to cultivate and improve 
an ancient art> long in dii|prace by having fal« 
len into mean and unflullul hands. A little 
time will determine whether I have deceived 
others or myfelf i and I think it is no verv 
unreafonable requeft^ that men would pleaw 
to fu(pend their judgments till then. I was 
once of the opinion with thofe^ who defpife 
all predictions from the ftars, till, the ^ear 
i^S6» a man of quality Aiewed me written 
in his album *> that the moft learned aftro- 
aomer, captain tiaHey^ afTured him, he would 

never 

* jSlbum, U the name of s paper book, in which 
it was ufual for a man*t friends to write down a fen- 
seoct wkb their names, to keep them in his remem- 
\tdkc \ It it ftiU common in fome ef the foreign uni« 
vcrfitics,' 
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never belifi^ any thing of the ftart iiitaeiie%t 
if there were not a great revolution in Bng-^ 
land in the year 16S84 Since that time I be- 
gan^to have other thoughts, and» after eigh- 
teen years 'diligent ftudy and application, I 
think I have no reafon to repent of my pains. 
I (hall detain th6 reader no longer, than ta 
let him know that the aocount I de%ii to 
l^ive of next year*t eventa, ihidltake to the 
Srincipa! aiflfair^ that happen in Eurtpf ; and, 
if I be denied the liberty of offering it to my 
own country, I (hall appeal to the learned 
world, by publifhing it in LafiM, and giving 
d^deif ^0 {^ive it printed in HollMt4» 
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Accomplishment 

Of the Firft of 

Mr. Uckerjta^% t'f editions ; 

BEINC AN 

ACCOUNT 

Of thfe Death of 
iAt. Partridgif th6 Al.MAKACK<*«fAKSR^ 

Upon the t^tblnftaiht. " 
In a Letter to a Perfon of Kondtn 
Written in th6 Year 170^8^ 

Mt' I1ORD9 

IN obediencei to your' lordiKip's edmrtiands, 
as well as to fatlsfy my own CBrioiity» I 
have fome days pad inquired conliaiitly aftec 
Partridge ^e alVnanack^maker^ of whom it 
was foretold in Mr. Bicktrjiaff's predi£tioAS«i 
publiihed about a month ago, that hf (hcmld 
die the 29tb inftant* about elei^il at nightr 
of a raging fever. I had fome fort of know* 
ledge of him, when I was employed in the 
revenue) becaufe he ufed every year to pre- 
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(lent me with his almanack, as he did othitr 
gentlemen, upon the icore-of Tome little gra- 
tuity we gave him* I f^w him accideiUall]F 
once or twice about ten day». before he oied^ 
and obferved he began very much too droep 
and languifli, though, I hear, his friends did 
not feem to apprehend bim in any danger. 
• About two or three days ago he grew ill, was 
confined firft to his chamber, and in a few 
hours after to his bed, where * Dr. Qife and 
Mrs. KirUus were fent for to vlfle, and to 
prefcribe to him* Upon this intelligence I 
fent thrice every day one (ervant or other tQ 
inquire after his health ; and, yefterday about 
four in the aftCFBOoni word was brought va^ 
that he was pad: hopes : upon which t pre- 
vailed withmyielf to go and fee him, paitly 
out of commiferation, andj^ t confefi,^ partly 
out of curiofity. , He knew me very well,^ 
feemed furprifed at my condefcenfion, and 
snade me complinients upon it, as well as he 
could in the condition he was. The people 
about him faid, he had been for fome time 
delirious; bufj^ when I faw*him, he had his 
vfiderftanding as well as ever I knew, and 
ipokt ilrong anti hearty, without any feemine 
iineaiinerft or coniix^nt. After I had tola 
Ilim how forry I was ta fee him in thofe me-* 
laneholy circnmftancesy and faid fome other 
^ivftttte^ foitable to the occaiion, I deiired 
bim to' tell me fredy and- ingenuoufly whe- 
ther the- ptedi^ions Mt.Bickerftafi^hzdimh" 

. liih^ 
' . ' ' ' ... 

• Two fiunotts ^oacka at th^t time* 
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' liAied rcljiting to his dj(ajCh» h%i not tflo mucli 
aff«6led and workied on hU ima^ nation. H9 
'confe(red> he had often had it in his head^ 
but never with much appreh^ikOfiy ti)l about 
a fortnight before $ finer w^iicih time it had 
the perpetual poncfiioa of' hi| mi^d aA4 
tho\jghts> and he did verily |3eU«v< was thf 
lit-ue natural cauie of his prefeot di^eqaperf 
for, faid he, I am thoroughly perfuadedy ai^ 
I think I have very good reaMSj that Mfp 
^ickirfiaff fpok^^ altogether ^y guefs, aD4 
knew no more what will hi4>p«n this year» 
than I did my^lf* I told hjm his difcourl^ 
furprifed me % and I would ht glad> hr west 
in a ftate of health to be able to tell me^ whA^ 
reafim he had 'to he convinced of Mr. B^^iTf 
flqST^ igborafice* He replied, I .am a poor 
ignorant fellow, bred to « mean trade^ yiet j 
have fen& enough to kn9W) that all pretences 
of. forcteliirg by aftrology.are deceits, for 
this inanileft reafoa, becaufe.the wife ani) 
beamed, who c^n only judg^ whether thar^ 
be any truth in this fcieni^y^o ail .uaanimouily . 
9gree to laug^^nd de4>i^ '^t • and none bu^ 
the poelr igaoraot vulgar give it any credit^ 
fksid that only upon ^t word ef fu^h poor 
filly wretches as I a^d niy feUof^s, who can 
hardly iwr ite or read. I then a^d iiim^ why 
be had not .4;alciilated hu owA nativity, to let 
ivfaethcl* it agraed with Mr. Bie^fli^"% pre« 
di^ion } at which he ihook his he^d, aKidfaidy 
•h 1 fir, this is no time £»* jeftiofg, but for 
vepentingfthofelboleries) ^s I do npw fcom 
the very b«fttom of my iapx\^ 9)Ffw)iat f cap 
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gather from yoU| fi^id I^ the obfenrotions and 
Brediflions you printed >vith your alman^icks, 
were mere impotlttons on the people. He re^ 
plied, if it were otherwife, I ihovld have the 
lefs to anfwer for. We have a common form 
for all thofe things $ at to foretellitig the wea- 
ther, we never meddle with that^ but leave h 
to the printer, who takes -it out of any old 
almanack, as he thinks fit 3 the reft was my 
own invention to make my almanack fell \ 
liaving a wife to maintain, and no other way 
to get my bread ; for mending old fiioes is a 
poor livelihood and (added he, ftghine) I 
Vriih I may not have done more milchief by 
tny phyfic than by my aftrology ; though I 
had fome good receipts from my grandmo* 
ther, and ray own compofitions were fuck,, 
E9 I thought eould at leaft do no hurt. 
' I had fome other difcourfe with him, which 
pow I cannot call to mind 5 and I fear I have 
already tired your lorilfkip. I (hall only add 
one circumftance, ' that on his death-bed he 
declaimed himfelf a noncbn form ill, and had 
a fanatic preacher tp be his' Ipiritual guide, 
After halt on hour*s- converfation I took my 
leave, being almoft ftffled by the clofenefk of 
the rootti. 1 imagined- he could not hold out 
long, ani therefore withdrew to a little cof- 
fi^e-houfe hard by, leaving a fervant in the 
houfe with orders to come immediately, and 
tell me; as near as he tould, the miflute when 
Tartriags ihoii^d expire, which was not above 
two hours after ;- when, lodking- ' upon nri'y 
Wtdb, I'fQtfnd if to be above five ^imite^ 

after 
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after fcven ; by which it is clear that Mr. 
Bickerpaff was rniftaken almoft four hcurs in 
his calculation. In the other circumftaiices 
he was exaft enough. But whether he hath 
not bfeen the caufe of this poor mah^s death, 
«s well as the predi6lor, may be veiy reaA)n- 
•Hy difputed. However it muft be confeif- 
ed, the matter i« odd enough, whethef w.e 
ihall endeavour to account for it by chance, 
or the eiFeft' of imagination : for my own 
part, though I bdieve no man hath lefs faith 
m thefe matters, yet I (hall, wait with fome 
impatience^ and not without fome expe6iati- 
on, the' fulfilling of Mr. Bicherftaff^ fccond 
predidlion, that the cardinal de Noailles is to 
die upon the fourth of Aprils and, if that 
ihould be verified as exa6ily as this of pooD 
Partridge I muft own I fliould be wholly 
furprifed, and at a lofs, and fhould infallibly 
expe6l the accompliAiment of all the rsft. 
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This piece keing on the fame Ai^e^l, and yttj 
i-arcy *ive beeve tbmt^bt fit to add ii^ thugb 
not written by the iame haiid* 

N. Bm In the Dublin edition. k is (aid to W 
written by the late N, R§we, £% which 
is a miftake : fbr the reverend Dr. Tatdeu^ 
preacher of Bridewi;eU^ Mr. Partri^ge^s neas 
^eighbour^ drew it up for him. 

'Squire BICKBRSTJPrrkteacd*, 

O R^ T H E 

Allrological IMPOSTOR Cowri&td i 

B V 

y HN PAR TRIhGE, 

Student in Pbyiic and Aftrology. 

IT is hardy- my flear countrymen of the(e 
united nations) it is veiy hard, that a 
Brit^ bom, a proteftant aftrologer, a ma» 
6f revolutioa principles, an ailertor of the li- 
berty and propeity of the )>eopley ihould cr^f 
out in vain for jultice again ft a Frenchman, a 
papidy and an dliterate pretender to fctence, 
that would blaft my reputation, mod inhu- 
manly bury me alive, aJid defraud my native 
country or thofe fervices, which, in my dou- 
ble capacity, I daily offer the public. 

3 What 
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What great provocations t have received^ 
let the impartial j^Jkdtv judge^ and. how un-» 
wiUingljTy even in my own defence^ I now en^ 
ter the lifts againil falfehood> ignorance^ and 
envy t bot I am exafperated^ at len^h, t& 
drag out this Cams * trom the den ofobfcu* 
lity where he lurks, dete£t him by the light of 
tfaofe ftars he h^£a impudently traduced, and 
feew there is not amonfter in the /kies fo per<* 
sicious and malevolent to mankind, as an ig- 
norant pretender to phyfic and aftrology. I 
mall not direi5tly fall on the many grofs er* 
tors, nor expoie the notorious abfurdities of 
this proftituted libeller, till I have let the 
learned world fairly into the controverfy dt- 
pending, and then leave the unprejodiced to 
judge of the merits and juftice or' my caufe. 

It was towards the concluiion of the yeal: 
S707, when 7tn impudent pamphlet crept into 
the world, intitlea, predilSianSf &c. fy Ifaac 
BickerftaiF, efqi Amongft the many arro- 
gant ai&rtions laid down b^ that lying fpirit 
of divination, he was'pleaTed to pitch on the 
cardinal de NoailUs and myfelf, among many 
other eminent and illuftriout perfons, that 
were to die within the compafs of the enfuing 
year | and peremptorily fixes the month, day, 
and hour of our deaths : this, I think«~is 
iporting with great men, and public fpirits^ 
to the fcandal of religion, and reproach of 
power $ and if fovereign princes and aftrolo- 
gers muft make diverfion for the vulgar ■ ■ * 

O % why 

* A thief feiacd io a cavern by Hercules^ 
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why then farewel, fay I, to all govensiiient% 
eccieriaftical and civil. Bnt, I thank ray bet* 
ter (^ars, I am alive to confront this.falfe and 
audacious predi6lor, and to make him me die 
hour he cvt:r aifronted a man of Icienoe and 
rel'entment. 7 he cardinal may take what 
meafures he plcafes with himj as his excel-* 
lency is a foreigner, and a -papift, he has no 
rcafon to rely upon me for his jtiftification ; I 
ihall only afliire the world he is alive— «— bat 
as he was bred to letters, and is mafter of « 
pen, let him ufe it in his own defence, fn 
the mean time I (hall prefent the public with 
a faithful narrative of the ungenerous treat* 
ment and hard ufage I have received from tlic 
virulent papers and malicious pra6lices of thi$ 
pretended aitrologer, 

A true and'tmparital account of the pnceeMngt 
^- 1 faac Bicker ftaff, efq-y againjl me. 

The iSth of Marchy anno Dom, 1708, be- 
ing the night diis (ham-prophet had (b imptt^- 
dently filled for my lait, which made little 
impreflion on niyfelf ; but I cannot anfwer 
for my whole family ; for my wife, with a 
coi;icern more than ulual, prevailed on me tor 
take fomewhat td fweat for a cold ; and, be- 
tween the hours of eight and nine, to go ta 
bed : the maid,. as (he was warming my bed, 
with a curiofity natural to young wenche^^ 
runs to the window, and a(ks of one pafHn^ 
the ftrcet, who the bell tolled for ? Pr. Par* 
tridge^ fays he, ^ the famous almapac -maker, 

• • who 
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^ho dteii fuddbiily this cYeeing t the poor 
girl provoked told hmi> he lyed Ukearafcal f 
ue other very feoately replied, 'the fexton had 
io informed him, and, if.falfe, hevrai ta 
blame ^for impoimg upon a ilranger. She 
aiked a feoond, and a third, as they paifed^ 
and every one waff in the fame tone; Now, I 
do not fay thefe are. accomplices, to a certain 
aftrological -f^^ire, and that onie Bicker ftaff 
might be fitnntrffig thereabouts $ beeaule i 
will aiftrt nothing here, but what I dare at- 
te(^, for plain matter of ^a6l. My wife at 
this fell mto a violent diforder ; and I vaxi^ 
4n»n I was a little difcompofed at Ihe oddniefs 
cf the acddent. - In the mean time 6ne knocks 
at my .door; Betty runs down, and, openiirgy 
finds a ibber grave perfbn, who modeftly Jn-> 
4{uires^ if this vmis Dr. Partridge'&f ihe tak* 
lag hm> for fome cautious city- patient, that 
came at. that time for privacy, uiews him into 
"Ac dining-room. As foon as I could cora- 
poie my&if, I went t6 him, and was furprtfed 
to find my gentleman mounted on a table 
with a two- foot rule in his hand, meafuring 
m.y wallj5> and taking the dimeniions of the 
loom. ]EVay, fw, fays I, not to interrupt 
you, have you any buiinefs with me f only. 
Sir, replies he, order the girl to bring me a 
better light, for this is but a very dim one. , 
Sir, fays I, my name is Partfidge s oh I the 
4lo£^or*s brother, belike, cries he ; the Hair* 
cafe, I believe, and tbele two apartments 
hung in clofe mourning, will be fulHcient, 
and only a ikxip of bays round the other rooms; 

O % The 
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The do£>br inuft needs die ricb, he had great 
dealings in his way for nrany years ; if he had 
no family-coaty you had as good ufe the cf- 
cutcheons of the company, the^ are as ihow* 
iftiy and will look as tnagnitoent, as if he 
was defcended frjmi the blood-royal. Wi& 
that I alTumed a great air of authority, and 
demanded who employed him, or how he 
came there? Why, I was fent, £r, by the 
company of undertaker^ -fays b^ and they 
were employed by the honeftgentieman, who 
is. executor to the good do6kor departed} 
and our rafcally porter, I believe, is falka 
iaft aileep with the blade cloth apd fconces, 
cr he had been here, and we might have bees 
tackm^ up by this time. Sir, fays I, praiy 
ht advifed by a friend, and make the beft dE 
your ^ed out of my doors, for I hear my 
wife*s voice, (which, by the by, is diftim« 
sui^ble) and in that comer of the room 
Hands a good cudgel, which fomebody haa 
felt before now | if that light in her hand% 
and (he know the bufinefs you come about^ 
without confulting the ftars, I can afftire 
you it will be employed very much to the 
detriment of your perfon. Sir, ciies he^ 
bowing with great civility, 1 perceive ex- 
treme grief for the lofs of the do6i;or di(br- 
ders you a little at prefent, but early in tbe 
tnoming I will wait on you with all neceilary 
materials. Now I mention no Mr. BitkeT'- 
Jf^i norrdolfay, that a certain ftar-gazing 
*r<}uire has been playinfiT my executor before 
Jiis dmej but I leave the world to jadg^, and 

be 
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4m that puts tbtngs and things £aiir)y togedicr, 
will nckt be arach wide of the m^k.^ 

Welly once more I got my doors clofed, 
nnd prepn^ far bed, in hopes of a little re-* 
]tefe after fo many ruffling adyentures { jttft 
«s I was putting' out my light in order to itj 
another bounces jas hard as he can knock 3 I 
epen the window, and aik who is therei and 
what ht wants f I am h/ed tht fexfmif replies 
lie, and come to know whether the doAor 
left any orders for a funeral iermouy and 
'where ne is to be laid, and whether his grave 
is to be plain or bricked 1 Why, firxah^ fays 
I« you know nie well enough; you know I 
am not dead, and how dare you altront me 
after this manner f Alac|c-a-day, fir, replies 
the fellow, why it is in print, and the whole 
town knows you are dead $ why there is Mr. 
JThitf the joiner is but fitting Krews to your 
cofHn, h% will be here with-it in an inftant: 
he was afraid you would have wanted it be-i 
fore this time. Sirrah, firrah, fays I, ybu 
ihall know to-morrow to your, cod, that I 
am alive, and alive like to be. Why, it is 
&*ang6, fir, fays he^ vou fliould make fuch 
a fecret of your death to us that are your 
neighbours ; it looks as if you had a defign 
to defraud the church of its dues ; and let 
me tell you> lor ^ne that has lived io long by 
the heavens, thsit is unhandlbmely don6. 
Hift, hift, fays another rogue that ftood by 
btm; away, doAor, into your flannel gear 
as fa(^ as you can, for here is a whole pack of 
^lifinals coming to you with their black equi- 
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page, and how indecent will it look for yoo 
to ftand frightening folks it your window^ 
When you ihouid have been in your coffin 
this three hours ? In (hort, what with under- 
takersy imbalraers, joiners, fextons, and 
your damned elegy- hawkers upon a late 
jira^itioner in nliyfic and ailrology, I got 
not one wink ot fleep that night, nor fcarce 
a moment's reft ever fince. Now I doubt 
not, but this Villainous "Aiuire has the itn* 
pudence to alTeit, that thefe aie intirely ftran* 
gers to him ; he, good -man,- knows nothing 
of the matter^ and honeft Ifaac Bicherfiaff, Z 
waiTant you, is more a man of honour, than 
to be an accomplice, with a pack of rafcais, 
that walk the ftreets on nights, and difhirb 

food people in their beds j but he is out, if 
e thinks the whole world is blind ; for there 
is one John Partrtdge can fmell a knave as 
far as C^^t/i/Trfff,—*— although he lies in the 
moft exalted garret, and writes himfelf *iquire s 
—but I will keep my temper, and proceed in 
the narration. 

I could not ftir out of doors for tbe ipace 
of three months after this^ but prefently one 
comes up to me in the ftreet 5 Mr. Partridge^ 
that coffin you was lail buried in I have not 
been yet paid for : do£^or, cries another dog, 
how do you think people can live by making 
of graves for nothing \ next time yoit die, 
you mav even toll cut the bell yourfelf for 
Ned* A third rogue tips me by the elbow, 
an H wonders how I have t)ie confcience to 
fneak abioad without paying my funeral ex- 

pences. 
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fmctu Loi»}» lays bne^ I durft have fwore 
lliit was Iioneft Dr. Partridge^ my old friend \ 
but poor nian, he is gone. I beg your par- 
don, Oiys tiDOther, you look fo like my old 
acquaintance^ that I ufed to confult on fome 
^¥ate dccafions \. but, alack^ he is gone the 
%ray of all fieih.-*—— Look, look, look, cries 
a third, after a competent fpace of ftaring at 
atie, would not one think out neighbour the 
aimanac-raaker was crept out of his grave to 
t^e the other peep at thi ftars in this world, 
and fiiew how much he is improved in for-> 
time-telltng by having taken a journey to the 
ether ^ 

Nay, the ver^Ueaderofour parifh, a good, 
ibber, diicreet peribn, has fent two or three 
times for me to .come and be buried decently, 
€r fend him fufilcient resUbn to the. contrary, 
V, if t have been interred in any other pa- 
yt(b) to pto^Y^ce my certificate, as the acl * 
requires.. I- My. poor wife is alraoit run dif^ 
framed with -being called widow Partridge ^ 
when (he knows it is falfe } and once a term 
file is cited into the court to take out letters of 
aHiminiftration. But the greateft grievance 
s9, a paukry quack, that takes up my calling 
}uft under my nofe, and in his printed direc- 
tion's with iV. £. — fays, he lives in the houfe 

O 5 of 

• Tkc flat«te of 30 Car, II; for burying in wool- 
ien requires, that oath fliall^ made of the compH- 
ftAce v>v\x this a£t, and a ceitficate theieof lodged 
with the mioiiier of the pariih within eight days «f« 
Kf iatcsmem* . 
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©f the late ingenions Mr. John Fartrtdget -an 
eminent praccitioner in leather^ phyficy and 
aftrology. 

But^ to fliew how far the wicked fpint of 
envy, malice, and refentment can hurry Tome 
men, my n^melefs old ^leriecntor had provid- 
ed me a momiment at the ftone-cutter's, and 
would have erefted it in the parifh>church | 
and this piece of notorious and expenfive vil- 
lainy had a^lually fucceeded, if I had not ufed 
my utmoft intereft with the veftry, where it 
was carried at laft but by two voices, that f 
am alive. Tha^ilratagem failing, outconnet 
a long fable elegy, bedecked with hour-glafle% 
mattocks, fculls, fpades, and ikeletons, with 
an epitaph as confidently vmtten to abufe me, 
and my pirofefiion, as if I had been under 
ground thefe twenty years. 

And, after fuch barbarous treatment at 
this, can the world blame' me, when I a&^v 
what is become of the freedom of an Engli/b^ 
man? and where is liberty and property, that 
my old gracious friend came over to aflcrt ? we 
have drove popery out of the nation, and fent 
ilavery to foreign climes. The arts only re- 
main in bondage, when a man of confcience 
and chara6ler Siall be openly infulted in the 
midft o£ the many ufeful fervices he is dailjr 
'paying the public. Was it ever heard, even 
in Turkey or Algiers^ that a ftate-aftrologer 
was bantered out of his life by an ignorant 
impoftor, or bawled out of the world by j| 
pack of villainous deep-mouthed hawkers I 
though I print almanacs^ and publifh adver- 

. tife- 
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' tilements $ though I produce Certificates under 
the minifters and ch'nrch* wardens hands I am 
alive, and atteft the fame on oath at quarter- 
ieilions, out comes a full and true relation 6f 
the d^th and interment of John Partridge ^ 
tiuth IS bore down, atteftations neglected, th^ 
teftimony of fober perfons defpifed^ and a 
man is looked upon by his neighbours asi if he 
had been ievtn years diead, and is buried a- ■ 
live in the midi cf hts frfehds and a^cquaint- 
ailce. 

Now can any man of common fenfe think 
, it confiftent with the honour of my profeflion, 
and not much beneath the dignity o^ a philo- 
fopher, to (land bawling before his own door ? 
—alive ! alive ho ! the famous Dr. Partridge! 
no counterfeit, but all alive !-^afl if I had the 
twelve celeftial monfters of th« zodiac to (hew 
within, or was forced for a livelihood to turn* 
retailer to May and Bartbokmenv fairs* Tkei*e- 
fore, if her majefty would but graciouily be 
pleafed to think a hardihip of this nature wor- 
thy her royal confideration, and the next par- 
liament, in their great wifdom, caft but an 
eye towards the deplorable cafe of their old 
pbilomatbf that annually beftows his poetical 
good widies on them, I am fure there is o^e 
ijaac Bickerjiqff^ efq^ would foon be trufled up 
for his bloody predictions, ^and putting good 
fubje6^8 in terror of their lives t and that 
henceforward to murder a man by way of 
prophecy, and bury him in printed letters, 
either to a lord or commoner, fhall as legally 
in title him to the prefent poiTeiTion of Tyburn^ 

6 a« 
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as if he robbed on the highway, or cot your 
Throat in bed. 

I ftiali demonflrate to the judiciotis, that 
Trance and Krnne are at the bottom of this 
iiorrid confpiracy againft me ; and that Cul^ 
frit aforefaid is a popiih emiflary, has paid bis 
viltts to Stp GermainSf and is now m the mea- 
fures of Li^wis XIV. That, in attempting 
my reputation, there is a general maffacre of 
learning defigned in th^fe realms ; and thro^ 
my fides there is a wound given to all the pnr^» 
tcftant almanac-makers in the univerfe. • 

Fivat Retina, 
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VINDICATION 

OF 

ISAAC BICKERSTAFF, E%i 

A C A I N S T 

What* is obje£ted to kirn by Mr. Partridgf 
in his almanac for the prefent year 1 709. 

BythefaidlSA/VQBICKERSTAFF, Efcij 

■ * 

I, Written in the Year 2709. . 

MR. Partridge hath been lately pleafed to 
treat me after a very rough manner^ 
hi that mjbicb is caUed^ his almanac for the 
prefent year : foch ufoge is very undecent 
from <me gsntUfffon io-anotber^ and doth, not 
at all contriba^ to the difcovcry of truths 
which ought to be the great end in all dii^ 
pntes of the learned. To call a m3n fool and. 
ivillainf and impudent felltyw^ only for differ^ 
ing from him in a point merely fpeculative, 
is, itt my humUe opinion, a rery impropey 
ftyle for a perfon of kis education, I appeal 
to the learned fworldf whether in my laA yearns 
predictions I gave him the leaft provocation 
for fuch unworthy treatment, Philofophers 
hare differed la^aUages} but the difcreeteft 

unoorg 
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among them have always di£Fered as became 
philoibpbers. ScttrriJity and pn(Bon> in a 
conxrovcrCy iunong fibolars, is juil fb mtich 
of nothing to the puipofe, and, atbeft, a tacit 
confeflion of a weak cauft^ my concern is not 
£o much for my own reputation^ as that of the 
ripabUc of. Utters^ which Mr. Partridge hath 
endeavoured to wound through my fides. IF 
men of public fpirit muft be fuperciliouflv 
treated for their ingenious attempts, how will 
true ufeful knowledge be ever advanced ? I 
wifli Mr. Partridge knew the thoughts, which 
foreign uni*verfities have conceived of his un- 
generous proceedings larith me ; but I am tdo 
tender of his reputation to publifh them to the 
world. That fpirit of envy and pride, which 
blafts fo many rifing genius** in our nation , 
is yet unknown among frofejfors abroad : the 
ncceiHty of juftifjung myfelf will excufe my 
vanity, when I tell the reader, that I have 
n^ar a hundred bottornty letters from feveral 
parts of Bunpe (fome as far as Mufctyty) in 
praifc of my performance. Befides ieverai 
others, which, as I have been credibly in* 
formed, were opened in the poft-oflice, and 
never fent me. It is true, the inqntfititn in 
Ppriugal was * pleafed to burn my predtSionSf 
and condemn the author dnd readers of them $ 
but Lbope, at the &me time, it will be conii^ 
dered, in how^plorable a ftaie learning lies 
at prefent in that kingdom : and, with the pro-* 

founded 

e This is.f%^f as the author was BfTnred by Sir 
JtaidJUUttuen, then ambaiTador to that crown. 
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fonndeft venentioB for crowned beadi, I wiH 
pieitime to fiddy that it a little ooncemcd bis 
mi^fyrfPortuga! to interpofe his authority in 
behalf of ^fchnar and a geutleman^ the fubjcA 
of a nation, with firhich he is flow in ib ilrift 
an alliance. But the other kingdoms and 
ftates of Europe hare treated me with mofe 
^candour and generofitjr. If I had leave to 
|nint the taiiu letters tranfinitted to me from 
foreign narts, they would fill jt volume, and 
he a full d^enceagainft all that Mr. Fat* 
trkke^ or his accomplices of the PortuMlm» 
fmfition^ will be ever able to chycSt\ who, by 
the way, are the only enemies my. predi6tions 
Ittveever met with at home or abroad. But 
I hope I know better what is doe to the bo« 
soor of a learmd correjpoudenee in fo^tender 
a point. Yet fome of thofe illuftrious per* 
Ibna will perhaps exeufe me for tranfcribing 
a paffage or two in my vindication *• The 
moft learned mcmfieur Lnbniu thus addredes 
to me his third letter s iUufiriffimo Bickirfie^ 
mjtroh^ inJUmraiorif ice. Monfieur le CUrCf 
<|iioting toy prediftions in a treatife he pub- 
liflied iaft year, is pleafed to fay, ita nuteT' 
time Bickerftafius nuuznum tUud AngU^Jdiui 
Another great profeilbry writing of me, haa 
theie woras : Bickerftt^s, nobtlis Auglus Af" 
trologcrum hujufie feculijacile princepe, Signior 
MagUabeccbi^ the great duk/s famous library- < 

keeper^ 

* 

• The quotations here inferted «Te «n imitattoii 
of Dr. Bentltyf in (bme part of the famooi contro- 
vcrfj between him and Mr, BojU^ 
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keeper^ fpends almoft hi« whole letter in co«ti« 
pliments and prailes. It is tnie^ the renown* 
tdproffjjhr ot aftronoiiiy at Utrecht feems to 
ditfer from me in one article; but it is after 
the moded manner, that becomes a phflofo- 
pher ; as^ pace tanti *viri dixerim : and, fagB 
55, he feems to lay the error upon the pnnter 
(a$ indeed it ought) and fays, *oelfcr(an er^ 
ror typographic cum alioquin BUkerftaffiMs *var 
dod'ijfimuty &c 

- If Mr. Partridge had followed thcfe exam- 
ples in the controverfy between us, he might 
nave fpared me the trouble of juliifying ray- 
felf in fo public a manner. I believe no maa 
is readier to own his errors than I, or aoiie 
thankful to thofe^ who will pleafe to infona 
him of them. But it feems this gentleman^- 
in (lead of encouraging theprogrefs of hisowB 
art, is pleafed to look >upon all atthnpt& of 
that kind as an invafion of his province. He 
hath been indeed fo wife as to make no ob'^ 
)e^ion againit the truth of my predi^ions/ 
except in one fmgle point relating to himfeff & 
andj^ to demonHrate how much men are Mind- 
ed by their own partiality^ I do (blemnly aC- 
fure the reader, that he is the only perfon, 
from whom I ever heard that obie6lion offer- 
ed \ which confidei ation alone, I think, will 
takeoff all its weight. 

With my utmoil endeavours I have not 
t>een able to trace above two bbjeflions ever 
made againft the truth of niy laft year's pro- 
phecies : the iirft was of a Trench man, who 
was pUafsd to publifti to the world; that /At 


IS A AC BICKERSTAFF, Bfq. . sjr 

rardinal de Noatlles voasfiiU aUv^ noi'with'' 
Jiauding the prettndid prd^becy of' monfiiur Bt** 
queiHaiFe : but bow far a Frenchman^ ^fapifi% 
and an enemy is to be believed in his •own* 
'caufe ^gsiin^- am Englijb protifi'aatf who is true- 
le the government f I (hall leave to the candid 
and impartial reader. . > . . ■ . .vJ 

The other obje£bion is the unhappy bccaiiont 
of this difconrfey and relates ^o an^article in? 
my prediftionsy which foretold the .death of 
Mr. Partridge to Lippen en Mattcb 2f , 1709. 
This ne is pleafed to contradict abfoluttly in' 
the almanac ^e. hath publiih^ for the prefent 
year, and in that ungentlemanly manner (:par*. 
don the exprefiton) as 1 have above related. 
In. that work he very roundly .afTerts^ that.he: 
f / not only notv idivCf but lueu tikeiMfe dUtJi^. 
upon tbe %^tb of H^arch, «wben I badfirehld 
be Jbould Me. This is the fub)e6l of the pre- 
fent controverfy. between us) which I defign 
to handle with • all brevity, perfpicuity^ and 
calmnefs : in this-difpute, I am fen^ible tbe . 
eyes not only of England^ but of all Europe^ 
will be upon us j and the beamed in every 
country will, I doubt not, take part on that 
fide, where they iind^ moft appeai'ance of rea- 
ibn and truth. 

Without . entering, into cnticlfins of cbrono* 
hgy about the hour of his death, I (hall only 
prove that Mr. Partridge is not alive. And 
my fir ft argument is thus t above a thoufand 
gentlemen having . bought hia almanac for 
this year». merely to find what he faid againft 
me j at every line they read, they would lift , 

up 
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up their eyes, and cry oat, bet«rizt rage and 
Uughter, tbey ivere pre m9 wum alvvt ever 
nvritfucb damned fiujf as tins. Neither 4id I 
ever hear that opinion difpnted : fo that Mr. 
Partridge lies under a dilemma^ either of dif- 
owning his alnaiiacy or allowing himfeLf t9 
be no man alive. But now if an mm/formed 
carcafe walks ftili about, and is pleafed to call 
iticlf Partridge^ Mr. Bickerfie^ does not 
think himfeii anjr way anfwerable for that. 
Neither had the iaid carcafe any right to beat 
the poor boy, who hsmpened to pafs by it in 
the ftreet, crying, a fidl emd true aecoimt «f 
Dr, Partridge'/ deatb^ ice* 

Secondly, Mr. Partridge pretends to tell 
fortunes, and recover ftolen goods $ whicb^ 
all the parifli fays, be muft do by converfing 
«ritb the devil and other evil fpirits : and no 
wife man will ever allow, he could converie 
perfonallywith either, till after he was dead. 

Thirdly, I will plainly prdve him to be dead 
out of his own almanac for this year, and 
front the very pafiage which ke produceth to 
make us think him alive. He there iays, he 
is not only nonv eli<ve^ but tvas alfo aHve upon 
that 'Very ^9tb of March, <tvbfcb I foretold be 
/hould dte on : by this, he declares his opinion, 
that a man may be alive now, who was not 
alive a twelvemonth ago. And indeed, there 
lies the fophiftry of his argament. He dares 
not aiTert, he was alive ever iinoe that 19th of 
Mareby but that he is nvw alivep andijoasfi 
on that day : 1 grata the latter j for he did not 
die till night, as appears by die printed ac« 

count 
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€nmnt of his dtath» ta|» UtUr fo a hrdi tnd^ 
wbetber he be fince revivedi I leave the world 
tK» ni<}gc. This is indeed peffe£i caviliio^^ 
and I am aihamed to dwell any longer upon it. 

Fourthly, I will appeal to Mr ^ Partridge 
hkaCtlff whether it be probable I could have 
Imn Co indifcreet to, begin my predi^ions 
vjth tiie ^j falikoody that e^erwas pretend** 
cd ta be in them ) and this is an afiair aft 
iose, ^M^iere I had fo many opportunities tcs 
W cxa6t; and nn&ft have given Aich advan- 
tages ^gainft me to s^perfonof Mr.F^rb^^*a 
wit and learning, who» if he could pofiibly 
ftave railed one itngle objeftion more againtt 
the truth of my pfopheciei, woidd luxdly 
tore Q>ared me. 

And here I muft ts&e occafion to reprove 
iSit abovementioned writer of the. relation of 
Mr» P^rtrUge^s death in a litter to a lord^ 
wbowas pleafed to tax me with^i miftake of 
fwr-nJtfboU hours in my talculation of that e« 
vent. I muft confefs, this cenfure pronoun • 
ced with an air of ceitainty^ in a matter that fo 
acarly concerned me» ^nd by a gran/e judidout 
mttbort moved roe not a little. But, though I 
wa» at that time out of toWn, yet ftveral of 
my friends^ whofe curiofity had let them to 
Ibe exa6Uy informed Tfor, as to my own part» 
leaving no doubt at all in ikt npatter^ I never 
CDce thOMght of it) aflured me, I computed 
to Ibfnething under half an hour ; which (I 
^eak my private opinion) is an error of no 
great ma^itude, that men ilK>iild rtift a cla- 
mour about it* I iball only fay^ it would 

not 
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s6t beimifS) if' that author wocki hencc&rdi 
be more tenderof^otlicrni^s reputation as weU 
as hib'O^m. It is 'well known there were no 
more miftakes of that kind j if there had, I 
prefame'he would have told me 'of them witk 
as little cercmoMy. 

Thci-e is (one ohje6lion againft Mr. Par- 
trulgf^ death, yhich I haire fbrnetinles met 
withy though indeed verjr flightly offcfed, 
Ihat he It'll! ccfntinues to write almanacs. Bat 
this is no more thaji'what is common to all of 
that profclTioh; Gadburj^ poor Robhr, Dove^ 
M^mgt and feveral others do yearly publifli 
their almanacs^ 'dio:a|nh feveral of them hare 
been dead finte* before; the r^^ohtitm. Now 
the natural reafon of this I take to be, that 
whereas it' is the privilege of other authors if 
If*ve fiflir^ tiieir deaths ; almanac-makers ate 
alone excluded, becauie their diflertatioas, 
treating only upon the minutes as they paA, 
become afelefs as thofe go' off. In confidera- 
tion of whichi time, whole regt/ters they art, 
gives them a leafe in revedion, to contimic 
their works after their death. 

I (hould not have given the public or myfelf 
the trouble of this vindication, if niy name 
had not been mijule ufe of by feveral perions, 
to whoWi I nevcfr lent it; one of whicD, a few 
days affo, waa^pleafed to father on me a new 
fett of predi^ions* • But I think thefe art 
things too ferious to be trifled with« It griev- 
ed me to the heart, when I faw my taboQiSy 
which YM coft me (b much thought and watck- 
>n^, bawled abopt by ^Ofnmon hawkerS| whtdi 

loalf 
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I oniy intended for the weighty coniideration 
cf the &;rave(i perfons. T%is pft)udfced'ihe 
worl J 10 much at Hrft, that feveral of my 
friends had the afiurarKe to aik me, whether 
I were in jeft t to which I only anfwered cold- 
ly, thai the e^ent luouldjhe^-w. But it is the 
tal^Vit of ^ur age and nation to turn things 
of the greateft importance into ridicule. When 
the end, of the year had ^verified ail wy predic- 
tions^ jcnit cornea Mr. Partridge^ almanac, 
difputing the point of his death ; fo that I am 
cmployed> like the general who was forced to 
kill hfs enemies twice over, whom a necrO' 
mancer had r^ifed to life. If Mr. Partridge 
hath praftifed the fame experiment uponhim- 
felf, and be again alive, long may he conti- 
nue fo ; that doth not in the leaft contradi6l 
my veracity : but I think 1 have clearly prov- 
ed, by invincible demonfiration, that he died 
at fartheft within half an hour of the time I 
foretold I and not four hours fooner, as the 
abovementioned author, in his letter to a lord, 
hath malicioudy fuggeftedy with defign to 
bfad my credit by charging ine with io grofs a 
miliake. 
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M E R Z. / iNT, 

The Britijh l^izard. 

Written above a Thoufand Years ago, and 
relating to the Year 1709, 

With explanatory Notes, by T« N. Philoiiiath. 

LAST year was publiflied a paper of pre- 
dictions, pretended to be written by one 
Ifaac Bickerftaffy efq; but the true defiga of 
It was to diicourage the art of afbrology, and 
expofe its profciTors as ignorant or impoftors« 
Againil this imputation Dr. Partridge hatk 
learnedly vindicated himfelf in his almanac 
for that year. 

For a farther vindication of this famoos 
art^ I have thou|;ht fit to fprefent the worl4 
with the following prophecy. The original 
is faid to be of the famous Merlin^ who lived 
about a thoufand years ago $ and the follow- 
ing tranflatton is two hundred years old, for 
it feems to be written near the end of Henry 
the fevenih's reign. I have found it in an 
old edition of Merlin's prophecies, imprinted 

at 
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«t LoHfim by JotnHswiitis in the year 1530, 
^€^* so. I fet it down word for word in. the 
a\S aruiograpby, and (ball take leave to fub^ 
|oia a few explasntory notes t ' 

Seven and Ten adJyd fa Nitie^ 
Of Fraunce ber Woe tbis is ibe Sjgne^ 
^amfs Rivere iwynsy-frazen, 
Walkefans njuetyng Shoes ne Hozem. 
^ben eoj/ytbfoortbe, Icb wuierjhnder 
From Towme of Stoffe tofattyn Lmde» 
An bardie Chffiaitj ivoe tbe Mome 
50 Fraunce tbat ever be ^was born, 
7ben /bail tbe Fvflie beweyie btrBoffe ; 
Nor fifoUgrhi ierrys make up tbe Loje. • 
Tonge Synmele /ball again ndfcanyet 
Snd Nornvdys Fryd again Jball marrty. 
And from tbi ^Tree nvbere Blofums feele^ 
Hipe Fruit Jbalt come, and au is wele, 
Reaums/ball daunce Htmdi in Honde, 
And it Jball be meriye in old Inglonde, 
nen oldbtglonde fialji be no more^ 
And no Man /ball be forte tberefore, 
Cetyon /ball bofve tbree Hedes agayne, 
^lU Hd3^/burgt makytb tbem but twayne. 

Explanatory Notes. 

Seven and Ten, This line defcribes the year 
when thefe events Ihall happen. Seven and 
ten makes feventeen, which I explain ieven« 
teen hundred, and this number adaed to nine^ 
makes the year we are now in $ for it muft be 
«nderftood> of the natural year^ which begint' 
tht Br& of Jamuny^ 

%amjs 
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T^atnys Rin>tre twys, &c. The river TbamA^ 
frozen twice in one year, {{y as men to walk 
on it, IS a very fignal accident, which perhaps 
hath not fallen out for feveral hundred years 
before, and is the reafon why fome aftrolo- 
gers have thought, that this prophecy could 
never be fulfilled, becaufe they imagined (lich 
a thing would never happen in pur climate. 

From Tofufft of Stoffey Sec. This is a plain 
dcfignation of the duke of Marlborough : one 
kind of iluffufed to fatten land is called Marie, 
and every body knows that Borough is a name 
for a town ; and this way of expreflion is af- 
ter the ufual dark manner of old aiirological 
predictions. 

^hen/ball the Tjjbe^ &c. By the/Z^, is un- 
dcrftood the dauphin of Vrancey as their kings 
eldeft fons are called : it is here faid, he (hall 
lament the lofs of the duke of Burgundy ^ call- 
ed the Boffe^ which is an old englijh word for 
hutnp-fhoulder^ or crook-backy as that duke is 
known to be; and the prophecy feems t^ 
mean, that he ihould be overcome or (lain. 
By the ^r^^« ^^rry.f, in the next' fine, is meant 
vthe young duke of Berty, xhcJaupbin^ third 
fon, who (hall not have valour or fortune c- 
nough to fupply the lofs of his eldeft brother. 

Tonge SymmUy Sec. By Symnde is meant the 
pretended pii nee of Wales y who, if he offers to 
attempt any thing againft England^ Aiall mif- 
carry as he did before. Lambert Syvtnele is 
the name of a yoUng maD^ noted in our hif.- 

toiies 
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torres' f«f peribs^iting the fon (as I remember) 
of Ednuard th^ fourth. 

And Nornuafs Prjd, &c. I can net guefs • 
who is meapt by Nufwafs pride^^ perha^ts the 
reader may, as well' as the fenfe of the two 
following linfes. 

Reaums Jball, &c. ReauTHSy or, as the word 
is nowy realms^ is the old. name f6r kingdoms* 
and this is a. very plain predidlion of bur 
happy union^ with the felicities that ihall at- 
tend it. It is added that Old England fliall be 
no roofe, and yet no roan ihall b(^ forty for 
it. And indeed^ properly fpeaking, England 
\s now no more, for the whole ifland is one 
kingdom under the name of Britain^ 

Geryon JbalU &c. This predi6lioji, though 
fomevv^atobfcure, is wondeituJly adapt. Gc"^ 
fjon is faid to have been a king ot Spain, whom 
fUrcules flew. It was a fiction of the poetSj 
that he had three heads, which the author fayg 
he (hall have again : that is, Spain flidll have 
three kings 5 which is now wonderfully veri- 
fied 5 for, befides the king of Portugal, which 
is propel ly part of Staiti, there are now two 
rivals for iy>«/>f, Charles Titid Philip: hut CbarUs, 
being defcended from the count of Hapjburgh, 
founder of the Aufirian family, (hall foon make 
thofe heads but two by overturning Philip, and 
driving him out of Spain. 

Some of thefe predictions are already ful- 
filled, and it is highly probable the reft may 

P be 
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be in doe time : and I think I have not for* 
ced the words by my explication into any other 
^nfe, than whatthcjwill naturally bear. If this 
be granted^ I am mre it muft be alfo allowed^ 
that the author (whoever he were) was a per* 
ion of extraordinary fagacity ; and that attro- 
logy brought to fuch pcrfeaion as this is by 
1^0 means an art to be defpifiNiy whatever Mr. 
Bickerfiafy or other merry gentlemen are pleaf^ 
cd to think. As to the tradition of thefe lines 
having been writ in the original by Merlin^ I 
confefs I lav not much weight upon it t but 
it is enough to juftify their autnoritV) that 
the book from whence I have tranfcribed thero^ 
was printed 170 years ago, as appears by the 
title-page* For the fatisfadion of any gen- 
tleman, who may be either doubtful of the 
truth, or curious to be informed | I (hall give 
order to have the very book fent to the prin- 
ter of thir paper, with dire^ions xo let any 
body (be it that pleafes^ becaufe X believe it 
is pretty fcarce. 
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MED I T AT I O N 

UPON A 

BROOM-STICK. 

According to the llyle and manner of the 
honourable Robert BoyU% Meditations *• 

THIS fingle ftick, which ydu novir be- 
hold inglorioufly lying in thut negidSb- 
«d corner, I once knew in a flourifhiing date 
in a foreft : it was full of Tap, full of leaves, 
and fall of boughs : but now in vain doea 
the bufy art of man pretend to vye with na« 
ture, by tying that withered bundle of twiga 
to its faplm trunk : it is now at beft but the' 
reverfe of what it was, a tret turned upfide 
dowut the branches on the earth, and the 
root in the air $ it is now handled by every 
dirty wench, condemned to do her drudgery^' 
and, by a capricious kind of fate, deftined to 
nake her things clean, and be nafty itfelf ; 

P a at 

* The fwerd hf wit like the fcythe of time eiitt 
down friend sad foe, and attacks every objeft that 
acddeatally liesia its way : but, ibarp and irrej^hk' 
as the edge of it may b^ Mr. Bcyk will always re*' 
fl»aiii fnvuhfraile, O a a a a y. 
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at length worn out to the ftumps in the ^r^. 
▼ic^'of the maidsy it is ^ther thrown oi^^t pf 
doojr^y 6f cbodemned to the laft ufe, of kind- 
ling a fire. When I beheld this, I fighed^ 
and faid within myfelf, Sunly mortal Man is 
a Broom-flick / nature fent him into the world 
ftroBg and lufty^y^tn a thrirtpg-eondition^ 
vrearing his-own hair on his* head, the prd- 
per branches of this reafoning vegetable, un- 
^til the axe of intemperance h^ lopped off 
his green boughd, and left him a withered 
trank : he then flies to art, ahd puts 6n k 
pirri^wigf valuing himfelf upon an unnatural 
Qundle Qf;hairSy all .covered with powder,' 
that never .grew on his head ; but now ihouid 
this, pur bro^m'fiick pretenxi to enter the fcene^ 
proud of thofe birchen fpoils it never bore, 
s^4 all covered with duft, though the fweep- 
ipgs oi the iineft lady's chamber, we fhould 
\^ apt to ridicule and defpife its vanity. Par* 
lial Judges that we are of : our own excellen- 
cies,, and .other men'*8 defaults 1 . 
. But a btoom-'flickt perhaps you will fay, ii 
an. emblem of a tree ftanding on its head i 
and piray what is man, but a topfy-turvey 
gpl^ature, his animal faculties perpetually 
mounted on. his rational, .his, head where bis. 
l)eels ftiould be, groveling on the earth ! and 
yet, with all his faults, he fets up to be an 
tyiiverial reformer and corrector of abufcs, a 
remover of grievances, rakes into every Hut^^ 
corner of nature, bringing bidden corruptions 
ta the light, aiid raifes a mighty duft where 

•^ ' there 
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thtrc was none before, (haring deeply all 
the wjhik in the very fame ^llntions 06 pre*' 
Hpnds to fweep away» his laft days areipent 
in llavery to women, and generally the lead 
deserving \ till worn to thd ihimps, like his 
brother to^^, he is either kicked out of door$, 
or made tife of to kindle flames for others to 
warm themfelves by. 
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PRO P O SAL, 

For correfUflg, improvifli^ and liicortaiiiiiig the 

ENGLISH tongue; 

In a letter to the moil honourable Robert 
earl of Oxford and Mortimer^ lord high 
treafurer of Great Britain. 

Tv the mofl bonourabU Robert earl of Oxford, etc. 

' My Lord, 

WHAT I had the honour of mention- 
ing to your lordfhip fome time ago 
in eonverfation, was not a new thought, juft 
then darted by accident or occaflon, but the 
refult of long, refleftion, and I have been 
conBrmed in my fentiments by the opinion of 
fome very judicious perfons, with whom I 
confulted. They all agreed, that nothing 
would be of greater ufe towards the improve^ 
ment of knowledge and politenefs, than fome 
effeflual method for corre^ing, enlarging^ and 
afcertaining our language ; and they think it 
a work very poilible to be compafled under the 
protection of a prince, the countenance and 
eppouragepient of a raimftry, and the care of 
proper perfbns chofcn for uich an undertake 
.IP£. I wa$ glad to find your lordihip*s an-» 

fw^ 
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iWer m fo different a i^le, from what hatfi 
been commonly made nle of on the IHce oc« 
cations for fome years pait, Tbai all fucb 
tboughu tnuft be deferred to a lime of peace t 
a tonfc \vhich 'fome have carried 10 far, 
that they would' not have its by any means 
think of preferving our civil or religious con- 
ftitutio\n, becaufe we are engaged in a war a- 
broad. It will be among the diftinguiihing ' 
marks of your miniftry, my lord, that you 
h^ve a genius above all fuch regards, and 
that no reafonabie propofal for the honour, 
the advantage, or the ornament of your coun- 
ti*y, however foreign to your more immediate 
office,, was ever neglefted by you* I confefs 
the merit of this candour and condefcenfion is 
very m'uth leflenedj becaufe your lorddiip hard- 
ly leaves us room to offer our good wifties % 
removing aU our difficulties, and fupplying 
our waYirs; fafter than the vifionary projeftor 
can adjuft his fchemes. And therefore, mv 
lord, the d^Hgn of this paper is not fo mucn 
to offer you nvajs and meansy as to complain 
of a gnevofKe, the redreffing of which is to 
be your own work as much as that of pay- 
ing the nation's debts, or opening a trade into 
the South- Sea ; and though not of fuch im- 
mediate benefit, as either of thefe, or any 
other, of your gl6rious a6tions, yet perhaps in 
future ages not Jefs to your honour. 

My lord, I d*© here in the name of all thp 
learned and polite perfons of the nation com- 
plain to your lordfliip as firfl mnifler, that 
our language is extremely imperfe^; that itii 

djkiiy 
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daily improvements are by no means in pro* 
portion to its daily corruptions j that the pre« 
tenders to polifli and refine it have chiefly 
multiplied abufes and abfurdities } and that 
in many inftances it offends againft every part 
pf grammar. But» left your lordihip moukl 
think my cenfure too fevere, I (hall taj^ kave 
to be more particular. 

I believe your lordihip will agree with roe 
in the reafon> why our language is lefs re- 
fined than, thofe oiltaljft Spain^ dv France, 
*Tis plain, that the Lattn tongue in its puritv 
was never in this iiland, towards the conqucit 
of which few or no attempts were made till 
the time of CUmMus \ neither was that lan- 
guage ever fo vulgar in Britain f as it is known 
to have been in Gaul and Spain, Further, 
we find that the Roman le&;ions here were at 
length all recalled to help their counti-y againft 
the Gotbs, and other barbarous invaders. Mean 
time the Britons left to fhifc for themfelves, 
and daily harraiTed by cruel inroads from the 
rUiSf were forced to call in the Saxons for 
their defence } who confequently reduced the 
greatefl part of the ifland to their own power, 
drove the Britons into the moft remote and 
mountainous paits, and the reft pf the coun- 
try, in cuftomsy religion, and language, be- 
came wholly Saxon, This I take to be ^e 
reafbn, why there are more Latin words re- 
maining in the Britijh tongue than in the old 
$axvi, which, excepting ^me few variations 
in the orthography, is die fame in rooft origin 
|»a) wofdf wit)) 9Uf pr^fcnt pngUJb^ as ^el} 

a« 
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its Virith the German and other Nortiem disi- 

ISdward tht Confejfor, having lived long ia 
France, appears to be the firft who introduc- 
ed atiy mixture of the FreHcb tongue with the 
SaxdH ; the court affe^lihg what tlie prlncef 
was fond of, ai^d others taking it up for a 
faftiion, as it is now with u$. William tk^^ 
Conqueror proceeded milch further 5 bririgrng 
d^er with him vaft numbers of thai nation^ 
fcattering them in every monaftery, giving 
them great quantities of land, directing aU' 
pleadings to be in that language, and endea« 
vouring to make it univerfal in the kingdom*. 
This at leaft is the opinion generally receiv- • 
ed i but your lordfhip hath fully convinced' 
me, that the French tongue made ydt a gi*eafer 
t^rogrefi here uiider Harry the Second, who 
nad largb terHtorie^ on that continent both[ 
from his father and wife, made frequent 
jburnies and ejtpeditions thither, and was aU 
yftf zys attended with ^ number of his country- 
men, retainers at hiis court. For Tome c^ntu-* 
ries after there was a conftant intcrcourfe be- 
tween Prance and England, by the dominion $ 
we poiTefTed there,, and the conquefts we made ^ 
fo^that our language between two and three 
hundred years ago feems to haVe had a greater 
mixture with French than at prefent ; many 
words -having been afterwards reje6tbd, ana 
ibme fiiice the time of Spenfer] althongh we 
have ftill retained not a few, which have 
been Igng antiquated m France, 1 could pro- 

dttce* 
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duce (cvenl inftances of both kinds, if it 
were of any ufc or entertainment. 

To examine into the ieveral ciraxnaftanoM 
by which the language of a country may be 
altered, would force me to enter into a wride 
field. I (hall only obfenrey that th^ Laiht, 
the French^ and the Englijb^ feem to have un- 
dergone the fame fortune. The firft, from 
the days of Romulus to tho(e of yuBus Ca/ar^ 
fuffered perpetual changes t and by what vre 
iheet in thofe authors who occafionaliy fpcak 
on that fubje6l, as well as from certain frag, 
xncnt*: of old laws, it is manifeft that the La^ 
tin three hundred years before ^uiy was as 
unintelligible in his time, as the EngUJb and 
Trench of the fame period are now ; and thefe 
two have changed as much (ince ffliUam the 
C(mquer9r (which is but little lefs than feven 
bundred years) as the Latin appears to have 
done in the like term. Whether pur Ian- 

fii9ge or the French will decline as fafl as the 
Oman did* is a queftion, that wouki perhaps 
admit more, debate than it is worth. There 
were many Js$afons for the corruptions of the 
laft : as, the cfaaope of their government to a 
tyranny, which mmed the ftudy of eloquence* 
tnere being no farther nie or encouragemont 
for popular orators : their giving not only the 
freedm of the city, but capacity for employ* 
ments, to feveral towns in Gauif Spain, and 
Oermanyt and other diHant parts, as far at 
4fia I which brought a givat nuinber of fo- 
reign pretenders into Kome : the flaviih di(po« 
£tion of the fenate and the pecyple, by which 

the 
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ttie wit and eloquence of the age were wholly* 
turned into panegyric, the m^oft barren of all 
lubje€b : the great corruption of manners^ 
and introdu6tion of foreign luxury, with fo- 
reign tenns to exprefs it, with feveral others* 
that might be amgned $ not ^o mention thofe 
invafions. from the Gotiu and Fandals, which 
are too obvious to iniift on. 

The Roffum language ai^ired at great per-' 
fe^on, before it began to decay: and the 
Frettcb for thefe laft ftlty vears hath been po«* 
liihing as much as it will bear, and appears 
to be declinhig by the natural inConftancy pf 
that people) and the aiFe^lation of Come late 
authors to introduce and multiply cant words^ 
which is the moft roinous cprruption in any 
language. La Bruytn^ a late celebrated wri- 
t«r4mong them, makes u(e of many new terras, 
which are not to be found in any of the com- 
mon di^lionaries before his time. But the 
Englffi tongue is not arrived to fuch a degree 
of perfe£lion, as tp make us apprehend any 
thoughts of its decay ; a9, if it were once re- 
fined to a certain ibndard, perhaps thero 
might be ways found out to ^ « for ever, or 
at leaft till we are invaded and made a conqueft 
by fome other ftate ; and^ even then our bed 
writings might probably be prel'erved with 
care, and grow into efteem, and the authors 
hare a chance for immortality. ; 

But without fuch great revolv^ions as the(b 
(to which we are, I think, lefs rubje6l than 
kingdoms upon the continent) I fee no abfp* 
lute neceflity why any language fhould he 
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pcrpctpally changing j for we find exampler 
to the contrary. From Homer to Plutarch are 
above a thouland years \ To long at lead the 

fturity of the Greek tongue m»y be allowed to 
aft, ^nd vc ]f now npt how far before. The 
Grecians fpvead their colonies round aU the 
^oafts of JJia Minor^ even to the Nortbern 
parts lying towards . the Euxine, in every i« 
lland of the Mg^an fea, aind feveral others in 
the Mediterranean } where the language was 
preferved intire for pnany ages, after thcv. 
themfelves became colonies to Rome^ and till 
they were over-run by ths barbarous nations 
tipon the fall of ^ that empire. The Chimfc 
have books in their language above two thou* 
fand years old, neither have the frequent con- 
quefts of the T^rtpjrs beep abl? to alter it. 
The Germartr Spa/tib^ and Italian^ have ad- 
mitted few or no changes for fome ages paft. 
^he other languages of Europe I know no- 
|hing of J neither '}% there sgay oc<:al\on to. 
tonlidcr them. 

Having taken this compafs, \ return to thofe 
confiderations upon our pwi> lang\i?gc, which. 
i would humbly offer your loidlhip., The 
period^ wherein the Engbjb tongue received 
tnoft imprpvemcnt, I take to commence with 
the beginning of queen Elifqbeth"t reign, and' 
to conclude with the great rebellion in forty- 
two. 'Tls true, there was a very ill taftc 
feoth of ftyle and wit, which prevailed under 
l^ing *James the firft; but that feems to h^ve 
been correRed in the firft years of hi^ fuc- 
ct-(lbr, who am{)ng other quuii^cations pf »a 

cxceiicni[ 
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•Kcellent prince, was a grAt patroa of learn- 
ing. From the civil war to this prefent time, 
I am apt to doubt whether the corruptions ia 
our language have not at Icaft equalled the 
refinements of it $ and thefe corruptions ver^ 
few of the beft authoi*s in our age have wholly 
tfcaped. During the ufm-pation, fuch an in- 
fufion of enthufiaftic jargon prevailed in tverf 
writing, as was not lliaken off in many years 
after. To this fucceeded that licentioulhers 
which entered with the i-eftoration, and front 
infe£ling our religion and morals feQ to cor** 
nipt our language ; which laft was not like ta 
be much improved by thofe, who at that time 
made up the court of king Charles the fecondi 
either fuch who had followed him in his ba^ 
aiihment, or who had been altogether con« 
veriant in the diale6l of thoieBmatic times ^ 
or young osen^ , who bad been educated tir 
the iame country ; fo that the court, whiclt 
uled to be the ftandard of propriety and cor^* 
reftnefs of fpeecb, was then, and, I thinks 
hath ever fince continued the worft fchool is 
Mnglandfot that accomplifhment ; and fo wilf 
remain, till better care be taken in the edu« 
cation of our young nobility, that' they may 
iet but into the -world with feme foandatioii 
of literature, in order to qualify them for pat«' 
terns of politenefs. The confequence of thfi 
defe6l upon our language may appear from 
play9, and other compoutions written for eiw 
tertainment within fiftv years paft ; filled with' 
a fucceflion of affe^ed phrafes and new con* 
ceiled <vofds> aither borrowed from the cur*- 
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rent ftyle of the duit^ or from thoic, wiio 
under the charaftcr of men of wit and plea- 
fure pretended to give the law. Many of thefe 
refinements have already been long aatiquat- 
edp and are now hardly intelligible^ which is 
no wonder, when they were the produ^ ooly 
of ignorance and caprice. 

I have n^ver known this great Imm with* 
out one or noore Juncts of figure, who had 
credit enough to give rife to fome new word, 
and propagate it in moft eonvcrfations, ^* 
it had neither humour por 6gnificancy, If 
it ftruck the prefent tafte, it was footTtranf^ 
fored into the plays and current fcribiers ai 
the week, surui became an addition to our )an« 
jruage ) while the men of wit and leanaing, 
mllead of early obviating fuch corrupdons, 
were too often feduced tq imitate and comply 
with them. 

There is another fet of men, who have 
contributed very much to the fpoilin^ of the 
Mffglijh tongue; I mean the poets from ^e 
time of the rtftoration. Thefe gentlemen, 
although they could not be infenilble how 
much our language was already overftocked 
with monofyllables, yet to iave time and paiaa 
introduced that barbarous cuftoin of abbre- 
viating words, to fit them to the mealurc of 
their verfet $ and this they have frequently 
done fo very i^vfudlciouAy, as to form fuch 
hai'fh unharmonioys ibimds, thtt «^n« but- a 
northem ear could endure ; they have joined 
the moft obdurate confonants without one in- 
tervcning vowf), only to Ibortcn a iyilabJes 
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«ad their tafte io time became ib deprav^^ that 
what was at firil a poetical licenfe not to be 
jttftifiedy they made their choice, alledgingj 
that the words pronounced at length founded 
latnt and languid. Th^ was a uretence to 
take up the fame cudom in proie : fo that 
aooft of the books we. fee now-a^da;^s^ a^e full 
of thofe nianglings and abbreviations. In- 
fances of this abufe are innumerable s what 
does your lordihip think pf the words, drudgd^ 
dtfiurlf^dt rtbuiCdifiidg*dt?iXi^ a thoufand others 
crery-where to be met with in profe as well aa 
%erfe ? Where by leaving out a vowel to (avd 
a fyllable we form fo jarring a iound* and 
£> di$cult to utter, that I have, often won- 
cSered how It could, ever obtain. 

Another cauie (and perhaps borrowed fron^ 
the formev) which hath contributedr not a 
little to the maiming of our language,, is a 
foolifii opinion, advanced of late years, that 
we ought to fpell exa^Uy aa we fpeak i which» 
bedde the obvious inconvenienee of utterly 
deftroyipgour etymology, would be a thing: 
we ihould never fee an end of. Not only the 
feveral towns and counties of EngUmd have a 
different way of pronouncing, but even here 
in Lmdon they rlip their words after one 
manner about the court, another in the city, 
and a third in the Cuburbs % and in a few 
years^ it is probable, will all differ from them- 
fetves, as fancy or fafliion (hall dire^ : all 
which reduced to writing would intirely con^ 
found orthography. Yet many people are fo 
£and of this conceit, that it if ibmetimes a 

Qjk dii&cult 
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c)ifHcult matter to read modern books and 
pamphlets $ where the words are fo curtailed, 
and varied from their original fpelling, that 
whoever hath been ufed to plain En^lijb will 
hardly know them by fight. 

Several young men at the univerfities^ ter- 
ribly poiTeiTed with the fear of pedantry, run 
into a worfe extreme, and thinic all politenefs 
to confift in reading the daily ti-afh fent down 
X9 them from hence: this they^call inovihig 
the world f and reading men and manners. Thus 
fumidied they come up 'to town, reckpn all 
their errors for accompliihmentSi borrow the 
neweft fet of phrafes ; and^ if they take a pea 
into their hands, all the odd words they have 
picked up in a cofFee-houfe, or a gaming or- 
dinary, are produced as flowers of ^les 
and the orthography refined to the utmoft. 
To this we owe thofe monftrous produ^tionst 
which, under the name of trips ^Jpies^ armtfi^ 
meutSf and other conceited appellations, have 
over- run us for fome ye^ts f»aft. To this we 
owe that ftrange race of wits, who tell us« 
they write to 3ie tumour of the age* And I 
wim I could fay, thefe quaint fopperies were 
wholly abfent from graver fabjefls. In fliort, 
I would undertake to fliew your lordihip fe- 
veral pieces, where the beauties of this kind 
are fo predominant, that with all your (kill 
in lansruages you could never be able to read . 
•r xmoerftand them. 

But I am very much miftaken, if many of 
thefe falfe refinements among us do not arife 
fr^m a principle, which wpuld quite deftroj 
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fhtif oredit, if it were well underftood and 
tonfidcred. For I am afraid, my lord, that 
with all the real good qualities of our coua- 
try we are. naturally not very polite. This 
perpetual difpofition to ihorten our words, by 
retrenching the vowels, is nothing elie but a 
tendency to lapfe hato the barblurity of thofe 
northern nations^ from whom we are defcend- 
edy and whofe languages labour all under the 
fame defe6V. For it is worthy our obfervati* 
on, that the Spamards^ the tnncby and the 
ItaUansy although derived from the fame nor*- 
iberu anceftors with ourfelves, are with the 
vtmoft difficulty taught to pronounce our 
words, which the S<wedes and Danes, as well 
as the Germans and the Dutch, attain to with 
cafe, becaufe our iyllables refemble theirs in 
the roughnefs and frequency of confonants. 
Now, , as we ftruggle with aa ill climate to 
improve the nobler kinds of fruits» are at 
rhe expence of walls to receive and itverbe* 
rate the faiat rays of the fun, and fence 
againft the, itor/^^rnv blafls, yre. (cgnetimes by 
the help of a good foil equal. the production 
of wanner countries, who have no need. to be 
at fo mufih coft sind care. It is the fame thing 
with refpe6l to the politer arts among us; 
and the fame defe6k of heat which gives a 
£rcenefs to our natures, may contribute to 
that ro.ugUncfs. of our language, which bears 
ibme analogy to the harih fruit .of colder 
countries. For I do not reckon that we want- 
^genius more than the i-eft of eur neig^ibours.: 
but your lordihip will be of qiy opiai.on# thstf 

0^3 we 
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w ought to ftru£rg)e with dicfe natand dHad* 
vantages as much at wc can, and be carcfid 
whom we employ, whenever we dcfign to cor> 
reA them, which is a work that has hitherto 
been atrumed by the leaft qualified hands. S6 
that, if the choice had been left to me, I would 
rather have trufted the refinement of our lan- 
guage, at far as it relates to found, to the 
judgment of the women, than of illiterate 
court-fops, half-witted poets, and untirerfity 
boys. For it is plain, that women in their 
manner of corrupting words do naturally dif- 
card the confonants, as we do the vowels* 
What I am going to tril your lordffiip ap** 
peirs very trimng : that more than once, where 
feme of both fexes were in cohipany, I have 
^^riuaded two or three of each to take a pent, 
and write down a number of letters joined to- 
gethtt, juft as it came into their heads ; and. 
Upon reading th» gibberilb, we have found 
that y4iich men have wf^e^ by the frequent 
encountering of rdugh c^nforianti, to found 
like Wgh^Dntch \ and ^e other by the women 
like baUMi, tiibonnding in vowels and li<)uids. 
Now, though I would by no means give la- 
dies the trouble of advifing us in the rtfor- 
9iation of <>ur language, jH I cannot hdp 
thinking, that, fmce Uiey have been left out 
of all meetings, exeept parties at play, or 
where worl^ defigns are carried on, our con* 
verfation hath very much degenerated. 

In order to reform our language, I concet«v* 
my lotxl, that a free judicious choice fliould 
^ madie of iu<h peribnSj «s are generally al- 
lowed 
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loi^d to be beft qualified for fucb a work, 
without ^y regard to quality, party, or proi 
feflion. Thefe, to a certain number at Icaft, 
fiiould aflemble at fome appointod ti^ie and 
place, and fix on rules, by which they de- 
figtt to proceed. What methods they will 
take, is not for me to prefcribe. Your lord- 
ftilp, and other perfons in great employment, 
might pleafe to oe of the number; and I am 
afraid fuch a fociety would want your inftruc- 
iion and example as much as your protection : 
for I have, not without a little envy, obferved 
„of late the ftyJe Of fome great mirtifters very 
much to exceed that of anjr other produc* 
tions. "^ 

The perfons who are to undertake this work 
will have the example of the French before 
tbem to imitate, where thefe have proceeded 
right, and to avoid their miftakes. Befides 
the grammar-part, wherein we are allowed td 
be very defective, they will obferve many 
trofs improprieties, which however authorifed 
b^ practice, and grown' familiar, ought to bt 
difcarded. They will find many words that 
deferve to be utterly thrown out of our lan- 
guage, many more to be corre61ed, and per<^ 
haps not a few long fince antiquated, whidl 
ouirht to be reftored on account of their ener- 
gy and found. 

But what I have moft at heart, Is, that 
fome method fhould be thought on for afcer* 
ta'intng and fixing our langua^ for ever, 
after fuch alterations are made m it as Ihall 
be thought requifite. For I am of opinion, 

0^4 . that 
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^at it is better a language Aiould not be wBb^ 
ly pcrftBf than that it (bould be perpetoallj 
changing $ and we muft give over at one time, 
or at length infallibly change for the worie, 
ms the Romans did, when they began to quit 
th^iT fmtpluity of (lyle for affe^ied refinementf, 
Aich as we meet in Tacitus and other authors j 
which ended by degrees in many barbarities, 
even before the Ccibs had invaded Italj, 

The fame of our writers is ufually confined 
to theie two iflands, and it is hard it (faould 
be limited in time as much as place by the 
perpetual variations of our fpeecb. It is your 
Iordniip''s obfervation, that, if it were net for 
the Bible and Common Prayer Book in the vul* 
gar tongue^ we ihould hardly be able to un- 
derfland any thing, that was written among 
«s an hundred years ago ; which is certainly 
true : for thofe books, being perpetually read 
in chui'ches, have proved a kind of ftandard 
for language^ efpecially to the common peo* 
»Ie. And I doubt, whether the alterationt 
ince introduced have added much to the 
beauty or ilrength of the Englt/b tongue, 
though thev have taken off a great deal Kom 
%h9X^mplietty, which is one of the greateft 
perfedlions in any language. You, my lord, 
who are fo converfant in the facred writings, 
f nd fo great a judge of them in their origi- 
nals, Will agree, that no trandation our coun- 
try ever yet produced hath come up to that 
9t the Old and Nenv Tejlament : and by the 
many beautiful p^^flages, which I have often 
k I i t he hontur to hear your lerdihip cite from 

tkenee. 
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tllcticey I ■ am perfuaded^ that die: tnnflatora 
•f the bible were mafters of an Engtifl) Ityle 
much fitter for that work, than any we: fee in 
our prefeot writings \ which I take to be pw<* 
in|r to the . /tn^licity that- runs tfaraugh the 
whole. Then as to the greateit pan of our 
Utstrgy^ compiled' long before the tranfiation 
of the Bible now in ufe, and little, altered 
fince } there &6m to be in it as great Itrains of 
tiixe iubUmc el^^quence^ as are any where to 
be found in our language ; which eveiy man 
of good tafte will oblerve in the communion 
fer*vice, thtiX of huriaii and other parts. 

But when I fay, that I would have our lan- 
guage, 'after it is duly conre£t» always to laft, 
I do not mean that it ihould never be. enlar- 

§ed. Provided that no word, which a fociety 
lall give fan£iion to, be 'afterwards antiqua- 
ted and exploded, they may have liberty t« 
receive whatever new ones they Aiall iind oc- 
caiion for ; becaufe then the old books will 
yet be always vatuable according to' their in- 
triniic woith, and not thrown aiide on ac- 
count of unintelligible wprds and phrafes, 
which appear har£ and uncouthy only, be* 
caufe they are out of faihioo. Had the Ro^ 
Plan tongue continued vulgar in that city till 
this time, it would have l&en abfolutcly ne» 
ceiTary, from the miffhty changes that haw 
been made in law ana religion, fibm the ma- 
ay terms of art required in trade and in war. 
from the new inventions that have happened 
in the world, fram the vaft fpreading of navi* 
gallon and cbxnoi^rce, with xaany other obvi* 
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otts circiimftmncesy to have made grtat addi* 
tions to that kuiguage; yet the ancients wonM 
fiili have been read and uaderftood with piea- 
fure and eafc. The Greek tongue deceived 
many enlargements between the time of Ha* 
mer and that of Piutarcb, yet the former an- 
chor was probably as well underftood in 7m- 
jan^s time as the latter. What Horace fays of 
nvords going off amd perifi>mg Hkg Uaves, €mi 
iww ones cotmng in shrirpUue^ h a misfcMtime 
he laments, rather than a thing he xeproms s 
but I caimot fee why this ihoura be aiUbhiiC' 
)y neceflary, or, if it were, what would have 
become of his nmmammm ^re pertnmus* 

Writing by memonr only, as I do at pre- 
ient, I would gladly Keep within my depth ; 
and therefore £aU not enter into further par- 
ticulars. Neither do I pretend more than to 
^ew the ufefulnefs of this defign, and to make 
ibme general obfcrvations, learing the reft ta 
that £ciety, which I hope will owe its inili« 
tution and patronage to your lord(hip« Ber 
fides, I would willingly avoid repetitiony hav- 
ing about a year ago communicated to ^ 
public much of what I had to offer upon this 
fubje^i by the hands of an ingenious gentle- 
man, who for a long time did thrice a week 
divert or inftruft the kingdom by his papers; 
and is iuppoled to pvrfue the fame defi^ at 
prefeat under the title of Sfe&ator* This au- 
thor, who bath tried the force and corapafsof 
our language, with A> much facceis, agives 
indrely with me in moft of my fentiments re- 
lating to it 1^ ib do the gceatcftpart of the men 

of 
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•f wit and Ictrning, vrhom ' I iiaYe had tht 
happinefs to converfe with ; and therefore I 
imagine that fuch a ibctety would be pretty 
l»namiiioa$ in the main point. 

Yo«r lordAiip muft allow, that fuch awoiil 
M this brought to perieftion would very mu^h 
contribute to the glory of her majefty*t reign ) 
which ought to & recorded in words more 
durable than brafs, and fuch as our pofterity 
may read a thoufand years hence with plea* 
lute as wirli as adoliii-ation. I always difap* 
prored that falfe compliment to prtnces, that 
the moft lafting monument. they can have, it 
the hearts of their fubjeAs. It is indeed their 
l^reateft prcfimt felicity to reign in their Tub* 
jefts hearts ^ but thele are too perifhable t0 
preierve their mcmorieSg^whf<^ can only be 
done^bythc pens of able and faithful hiftori- 
ans. And I take it to be your lordihip^s du« 
ty, .ae prime mifiiftir, to &v€ order for iii«4 
^^tng our language, and rendtring it fit to 
record the hiftory ofib great amljgood aprin* 
cefi. Befidesy my lord, as dikntei^efted at 
you appear to the world, I am convinced^ 
that no man is more in the power of ^ pre- 
vailing favourite paflio» than yourfclf$ I 
mean that defire of^ti^e and lafting honour, 
which vou hav^ borne along with you thiV 
every ilag^ of your life. To this you hav< 
often facniiced your intereft^ your eafe, and 
your health: for preferving and increafing 
this vou have expmcd your perfon to fecref 
treacnery and opoi violence. There is nof 
perhaps an example in hiftory of 9»f miniiler, 

Qj5 who 
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fvko in fo (hort a lime hath performed (6 mlif 
ny great things, .and overcome To many difit* 
culties. Nowy though I am fully convinced^ 
that you fear God, honour your queen, and 
^ove your counti'y, as much as any of your 
fellow* Tub je£ls, yet I muft believe, that the 
defire of fame hath been no inconiiderablc 
motive to quicken you in the purfuit of thoft 
a£lion8> which will heft deferve it. But at 
the fame time I muft be fo plain as .to teil 
your lordiliip, that if you will not talpe ibmt 
care to fettle our language, and put it into a 
ftate of continuance, I cannot promile that 
your -memory fliali be preferved above an 
nundred years, farther than by impeiieCk tra« 
dition. 

As barbaraos and ignorant as v^ were in 
former centuries, there was more etfe^hial 
care taken by our anceftors to preferve the 
memory of times and pcrfons, than we find 
in this age of learning and politenefs, as we 
are pleafed to call it. The rude Latin of the 
giofJ^s is ftill very intelligible } whereas, had 
^eir records been delivered down only in the 
vulgar tongue, fo barren .and fo barbarous, 
fi> fiibje^l to continual fucceeding changes, 
they could not now be underftood» unlefs by 
antiquaries, who make it their ftudy to ex« 
pound them. And we muft at this day have 
been content with fuch poor abftia&s uf our 
Englijb ftory, as laborious men of low genius 
would think fit to give us : and even thcfeta 
the next age would be likewife fvf allowed up 
«i fuf (ceding Cj^Ui^i90lt If things go on at 

^" ' this 
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this rate, all I can promife yo«r lordihi^, it, 
that about two . hundred yean hence fome 
painful compilery who will be at the trouble 
ef ftudying pld language^ may inform the 
world, that, in the reign of queen Jbmif RO" 
hert earl of Oxford^ a very wife and exoellent 
toiaiiy was made high treafurer^ and faved his 
country, which in thofe davs was aimoft ruin<* 
ed by a fore^ <wary ana a domtffik foBim^ 
Thus much he may be able ta pick out, and 
willing to transfer into his new hiftory-; but 
the re% of your chara£ter, which I or any 
other writer may now value ourfelves by draw- 
ing, and the particular account of -tne great 
thmgs done under your miniftry, for which 
you are already fo celebrated in moft parts of 
Europe^ will probably be dropped on account 
of the antiquated ftyle and manner they are 
delivered in. 

How then fhall any man, who hath a ^nt- 
us for hiftory equal to the beft of the anaents, 
be able to undertake fiich a work with fpirit 
and chearfulnefs, when he confiders that he 
ivill be read.widi pleafure but a very few 
years, and 'in an age or two (hall hardly be 
underftood without an interpreter? This ia 
like employing an excellent natuary to work 
upon mouldering ftone. Thofe, who apply 
their ftudies to preferyethe memory of others, 
will always have fome concern for their own. 
And I believe it is for this reafon, that fo few 
writers among us of any diftinfUon have turn- 
ed their thoughts to iiich a discouraging em- 
pleymenu f«ir thQ beft.£;trf ^ Uftorian mnft 
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lit under tfri» mortificatio»». IhUf when hit 
ftyle grown tmtiqfumttdf be will bt.only con. 
fidereil at i tedjom relator of MU ; aim per* 
haps confiilted in hit turn Mnomf other neg« 
letted aiithort to fumifli matmaU forfooM 
future colleAor. 

I doubt your lordfliip it but ffl entertained 
with a few fcattereil thoughtt upon a fubjefti 
that dtiervel to be tieated with ability and 
care» however, I iteuft beg levre to add a 
few wordt more, perhaps not altogether fb* 
reign to the fame matter. I know «dt wfae* 
tber that which I am going to fav may pals 
for cautioDy advice, or ivproMh, any of 
which will be juftly thouf^t Tery improper 
from one in my ftation to^ one in yours. 
However, I muik venCure to affirm, that, if 
genips and kanune be not cSKoulraged nmier 
your lordfliip's aaminifti'ation, vou are the 
moft inciicnrafa3e peHoa alive. Au your other 
virtues, my lord, wiill be defe^ive without 
this:.; yonraffabihty, candour,, and ffood-na* 
ture I that perpetual a|ptecablencft of confer-* 
iaifon, fi> oifimgagad in the midi: ef inch « 
weight of bufinds and c^ipofition ; even your 
|vftue, prodenoe, and magnanimity, wU) 
ibinc left bright wisbomt it. Your lordibip 
16 univcrfiiUy allowed to pofleis a very large 
portion in moft parts of litenituffe ^ and to 
this yon owe the cultivating thgfe many vix* 
tues which otherwife would haive been tefs a« 
domed, or in lower perfeftton. Neither can 
you ac(|uit yourfelf oi thefe obligations, vrith- 
out lettmg die artt^ ia thtir t»rQ. (bare youf 
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linfltiei^ diid prottftiDn : befiiiesi who knows 
but ibme /ifUff^AiNr/ may hajip^ii to «rhe un* 
der your iDinitiy» exvrtm ut Mieriw/oL £•*- 
voiy ige night pc^^ produce one or two of 
tliete to Boorn: it, n th«r were not fonk vm* 
der the cenfuie and oblocniy' of ploddiiigy 
Icnrile, imitatiiig pedants : I do not meen by 
a true genius any bold writer^ who breaks 
thrensh the rules of decency to diftinguUb 
^mietf by the^fingulaiity of his opinions t 
butone» who upon a deferving (kbjea is able 
to open new fcenes, and difcover a yein of 
true and noble thinlung, which never entered 
into any inuiginadon before : every ftroke of 
whofe pen is worth ail the paper blotted by 
hundreds of others in the compaft of their 
lives, i know>' my lord, your friends will 
oiier in your defence, that in your private ca«- 
pacity you never jrefiu&d your purie and credit 
to the fervice and fitpperc of learned of inge. 
nionsmen: and thare» ever itaceyo* have been 
in public employmcBt* you have conftastly 
beftowed your favours to tile moft deftrving 
jperfons* But I define your lordflup not to be 
deceived s we never wiU admit of thefe excfi* 
fe$y nor wiU aHow your private liberality, as 
great as it is, to atone for your exomve 
public thrift. But here again I am afraid 
moft good /bbjefts will interpofetB yolir de* 
fence, by alledging the deiperate condition 
you found the nation in, and the neceifity 
there was for (o able and faithful a fteward 
to retrieve it, if poilihle, by the utmoft fru- 
gality. We grant all thisy my lord} but 

ihen 
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tlien it ought fikewtfe to be confidered, that 
you have sureadj iaved feveral millions to the 
public^ and that what we aik is too inconfi* 
derabie to break into any rules of the ftrifteft 
good huibandry*' The French king beftows 
about half a doaen penfions to learaed men 
IB feveral parts of Europe^ and perhaps a do^ 
sen in his own kingdom } which in the whole 
do probably not amount to half the income of 
many a. private conunoner in England^ ytt 
have more contributed to the glory of mat 
prince, than any million he hath otherwiio 
employed. For learning, like all true merits 
is eaiily fatisfied y whilft* the falie and coun* 
teifeit is perpetually craving, and never thinks 
it hath enough. Thefmalleft favour given 
by a great prince, as a mark of efteem, to re- * 
ward the endowments of th^ mind, never 
fails to be returned with praife and eratttude^ 
and loudly celebrated to the world. I have 
known fome years ago feveral penfions given 
to particular perfons, (how deiervedly I (hall 
not inquire) anyone of which, if divided in* 
to fmaller parcels, and diftributed by the 
crown to thofe who^might upon occaflon di- 
ftinguifli themfelves by fome extraordinary 
produAion of ynt or learning, . would be am- 
ply fufficient to anfwer the end. Or if any 
fttch perCiMss .were above money, (as every 
great ^/wKi certainly is with very moderate 
convenienctes of life) a medal, or fome mark 
of diftin&ion, would do full as well. 

But I for^t my province, and find myfelf 
turning projcftor btfore 1mm aware s jutho' 

it 
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it be one of tbe laft chara£tert under which I 
ihould defire to appear liefpre ]^oi)r lordfhip,*' 
efpecially when I have the ambition of afpir- 
ing to that of being with the grtateft refpeft 
•and truths ^ 

My Lor J, 

r<mr Urdfinfs 

mefi obedient f moflobltgedg 

etnd wefi humble fer^jfttM, 

Umion^ Feb, %z, 
J7II-IS. 
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ABOUT t moiidi before (hedemireof 
quoea ilmtfy the dcsm^ having kbo«red 
to r«conttle the miniften to each other with- 
out fuecefiy retiircd to the houie of a friend in 
Berkjbirit and seTer £iw them more. But 
during this retreat he wrote the ,falIov/ing 
treatife* which he thought might be of fome 
ufe even in that juncture, and &nt it up to 
London to be printed \ but, upon fome differ- 
ence in opinion between the author and the 
late lord BoUngbroke^ the publication v^s de* 
layed tiil the qoeen^s death, and then he re- 
cauled his copy : it was afterwards placed in 
the handi of tne hte alderman Barber^ from 
whom it vTas obtained^ to be printed. The 
ruin of the miniftry by this animoflty among' 
themfelves was long forefeen and foretold by 
Snviftf and it appears by lord BoUngbroki'% 
letter to fir fVtUiam Wyndhanif that in his heart 
he renounced his friendHiip for Oxford long 
before the conclniion of the peace, though it 
did not appear till afterwards. " The peace, 
<* fays he, wh^h had been judged to be the 
** only folid foundation whereupon we could 
*' ere& a toiy fynem, and yet when it wa^ 
*' made we round ourfelves at a (land j nay 
** the very work, which ought to have been 
'* the bans of our Arength, was in part de* 
'< moHfiied before our eyes, and we were 
" ftoned ^h the ruins of it.*' This event 
probably rendered the difuhion of the miniftry 
vifible ; fome principally endeavouring to fe- 
Gure themfelves, fome ftil) labouring to efta- 
blifli at ail events the party they had efpouied, 
which faw nothing but « increaSe of mortifi- 
cation 


cadon and nearer approached to niin/* and iv 
is not be wondered, that, when th^ treatife 
vras written, the dean^s attempts to reconcile 
his frieiids were unfuccefsftil $ for BoUngbroke 
'4kclare«, that hs abhorred Qocfard to itieh a 
decree, that he would rather have fufFered ba- 
niftnient br deatfi, than have tal^en muffireft 
in concert with him to have avoided either. 
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Written ia the year 17 14. 

WHatever may be thought or praftifed 
by profound politicians^ they will 
hardly be able to convince the reafonable part of 
Biankind, that the moft plain, (hoit, eafy, fafr^ 
and lawful way to any good end is not more 
tligibl*, than one dire^ly contrary in ibme or 
all of thefe qualities, I have been frequently 
affured by great minifters, that politics were 
nothing out common fenfe 5 vdiich as it was 
the only true thing they fpoke. To it was the 
only thmg they could have wifhed I ihould 
set believe. . Grod hath given the bulk of man- 
i^nd a capacity to underftand reafon when it 
is fairly oiFered ; and by reafon they would 
€afily be governed, if it were left to tbar 
choice. Thbfe princes in all agcs> who were 
tnoftdiftinguifhed for their myftenous (kill ia 

fovernmcnt, found by the cvetit, that thw 
ad ill confulted their own quiet, or the eafe 
and bappioisfs of their people j nor hath pofte- 
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nty remembered them with honour : fuch as 
i^fattder and PbHip among the Greeks^ *Itberi~ 
arx in ftomey pope AUscander the fixth and hik 
•Ibn Cafdr Borgia^ queen Catharine de Medicis, 
Thilip the fecond oiSpavt^ with many others. 
Kor are examples Icfs frequent of' minifters, 
^mned for men of deep intrigue^ whofe poli- 
tics have produced little more than murmur- 
ingS| faftionS) and difcontent8> which uflial- . 
ly terminated in the difgrace and ruin of the 
authots. 

' I can recoHe£l but three occaHons in a ftate, 
where the talents of fuch men may be thought 
tieceffary ; I mean in a ftate where the prince 
is obeyed and loved by his fubjefls : firft, in 
the negotiation of a peace : fedoAdly, in ad- 
{lifting the intere^s of our own country with 
thofe of the )fiations round us, watching the ^ 
feteral niotionsof our neighbours and allieSy* 
vnA prefcmng a due balance among them s 
laftly, in the management of parties and fac^ 
tions at home. In the (irft of thefe cafes I 
have often heard it obferved, that plain good 
fofe and a firm adhei^ence to the point have 
proved more elFeAuai than all thofe arts, 
which Iremeniber a great foreign minifter 
ufed' in contempt to call thejpirh rfnegoiia" 
ting. In* the fecond cafe much wifdom and a 
thorough Itnowledge in affairs both foreign 
and domeftic are certainly requhred: after 
which I know no talents neceflary' beiidea 
method and ftiill in the common forms of bu- 
finefs. In the laft cafe, which is that of ma- 
Mgii^g parties, there feems indeed to be more 

^ ©cca- 
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occaiion for employing this gilt of the \cmtt 
pQlidc8> whenever the tide runs hieh agauodEfc 
the court and miniftjrv» which feldom hap- 
pens under any tolerable adminifirationy while 
the true intereft of the nation is purfued* 
But, here in England (for I do not pretend 
to eilabliih maxims of govemnsent in gene- 
ral) while the prince and miniftry» the clergv^ 
the majority of landed-men» apd bulk of die 
people appear to have the 0tme views and the 
fame principles, it is not obvious to mo^ how 
thofe at the helm can have mapy opportunities 
of (hewing their ikill in myftery and refine- 
ment, beiides what themfeivcM think fit to 
create* 

I have been alTured "by men long pra£lifed 
in bufinefs, that the fecrets of court are much 
fewer than we generally fuppofe } and I hok| 
it for the greateft fecret of court, that they are 
io I became the firft fprings of ^W- evente« 
like thofe of great rivers^ are often io meaa 
and fo little, £at in decency they ought to be 
hid : and therefore minifters ave ib wiie to 
leave their proceedings to be accpunted for by 
reaibners at a diftance, who often loould them 
into fyijlems, that, do nojt only jgo down very 
w^ll in .the coffee- hottie> but are fupplies for 
amphlets in the prefent age, and may pro- 
ably furoi^h materials for memoirf and hifto«' 
lies in M^e next. 

If is true indeed, that even. thofe who are 
very near the court, and are ftippofed to have 
a largjs (hare ,in the management of public 
matters, are apt to daduft wrong conljiquen- 
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cet by r^afpoiiig upon the cavfta^ ftfid motives 
9f thoft 9^ast Wber^in ttMvnfi^lv^s ane em* 
ploved. A great mtmfter puts you a'caicy 
aiici aiks your opinion, but conceals an eficn-' 
tial ciixuaiftaacei vpoji which the whole weight 
of the laa^t^r turns s then he defpifeth yout 
underilanding for counfeliing him Ao better, 
and concludes bfi ought to truft intirely to hia 
own wifiiom. Thus he grows to. abound hn 
iecrets and relcrvea even towards thoie» with 
whom he on^t to a6k in the gireateft confU 
dence and concert ; and thus the world it 
brought to i.udge> that, whatever oe the iiTuo 
and event* it was all forefeen, contrired, and 
brought to pais by forae mafter-ftioke of hia 
politics^ 

I could produce innumerable iniUncef> from i 
my own memory and obfervdtioni of events 
imputed to the profound ikill and addveft of 
si miniiler, which in reality weiPe either the 
mere effe^s of negligence, weaknd&» hu* 
monr^ paifion» or pride, or» at beft, but the 
natural ,cpuri« of things left to themielves* 

During this* imry ^Ifioa of parltaiment a- 
isoft in^nious ^tlemao, who hath much 
qredit with thoiem power, w^uld needs have* 
It, that in t^ late diiTeniiona at court, which 
grew too high to. be any longer a ibcret, the 
whole matter was carried with the utmoft <des:«« 
terity on one fide, and with manifeft iU con- 
du£^ on the other^ T9 prove this he made 
ufe of the.nipft ^auCMe topips, drawn fiom. 
the nature and difpofitton of ti^e feveml per* 
ions conocrsed, asweU as of her iiiajs&y$ 

ali 
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all which he knows as much of as aay mam t 
and gave me a detail of the whole with fock 
appearance of probability, as committed to 
writing would pafs for an admirat^le piece of 
fecret hiftory. Yet I am at the 'fame time 
convinced by the ftrongeft reafons, that the ■ 
iflue of thofe difTeniions, as to the part they 
had in the court and houfe of lords* was part- 
ly owing to very different canfes, and partly 
to the fitiiation of affairSi from whence in that 
eonjun6ltire they conld not eaiUy terminate 
otherwife than they did» whatever unhappy 
^onfequences they may hare for the future. 

In like manner I have heard a phyficiaii 
pronounce with great gravity, that he had cured 
£b many patients of malignant fevers, and as 
many more of die fmall-pox ; whereas in 
truth nine parts in ten of thofe who recover- 
ed jowed their lives to the ftrength of 'nature 
and a good conftitution, while fuch a one hap- 
pened to be their doctor* 

Bat, while it is fo difficult to learn the 
fprtngs and motives of fome fafls, and ib ea- 
fy to forget the circumftances of others, it it 
no wonder they (hould be fo grofly mifrepre-^ 
iented to the public by curious inquintive 
heads, who proceed altogether upon conjec- 
tures, and in reafoning upon affairs of ftate 
are fore to be miflaken by fearching too deep. 
And^ as I have known this to be the frequent 
error of many others, fo I am fure it hatk^ 
been p^ifpetually mine, whenever I have at- 
tempted to diicover the caufes of political 
events by refinement and/conje^re^l ^iiich* 

* I tmtt 
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t mtift acknowledge hath very much . abated 
mf veneration for what they call arcctna uHi- 
pim\ whereof I dare pronounce, that^ihe 
fewer there are in any adminiliration, it is 
juft fo much the better. 

What I have hitherto faidi hath by n* 
means been intended to.detra6k from the (}ua« 
lities requifite inthofct ^l^o ^^ tnifted with 
t^e sdminift^tion of public affain \ on the 
contrary, I know no ftation of life, whcr» 
great abilities, and virtues of all kind^ are f9i. 
highly neceilary, and where the want of any* 
is fo quickly or univerfally felt. A great mi- 
nifter hath no virtue for which thejiubUc mav 
not be the better, nor any defeat by which 
the public is not certainly a fuflerer. I have 
known, more than once or twice within four 
years pail, an omiflion, in appearance very, 
fmall, prove almoft fatai to a whole, fcheme, 
and very hardly retrieved* It is not always 
fufficient for the perfon at the helm, that ne 
is intrepid in his nature, free from any tine- 
tui'eof avariceor corruption, and that he hath 
great natm*al and acquired abtiities. 

I never thought the reputation of much fe^ 
crecy was a charadler of any advantage to 
a mmifter, becauie it put all other men upon 
their guard to be as (ecret as he, and was con* 
(equently the occaiion that perfons and things 
were always mifreprefented to him ; becauie 
likewiie tod great an affe^ation of jfecrecy it 
ufually thought to be attended with tho^e lit- 
tle intrigues and refinements, which among 
the vulgar deoomimtte a man a great politi-^ 

R ciani 
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ciah s but among others is apt, whether deferf * 
edly or no» to acquire the opinion of cun- 
ning i n talenty which differs at much fnm 
the true knowledge of gorermnenty as that 
of an attorney from an able lawyer. Nei- 
ther indeed am I altogether convihcedy that 
this habit of multiplying ftcrets may not be 
carried on fo far as to ftop that communica* 
lion, which is neceflary ia fome degree amoog 
all.wha have any confiderable part in the nia<* 
nagement bf public affairs i becauie I have 
obierved the incon^Riencies» arifing frodi a 
want of love between thofe wha were to give 
dire£lions, to ifave been of as ill con&quence* 
as any that could happen from the dilcovcry 
of fecrets. I foppofe, when a bnlldiog is to 
be ere^ed, the model may be the contnvance 
only of one head ; and it is infficient that the 
under-workmen be otxiefed to cut ftones into 
certain (hapes> and plaoe. them in ceitain po« 
fitions i but the feveral mafter-builders muft 
have fome general knowledge of the defign, 
without which they can give no orders at all. 
Andy indeed, I do not know a greater mark 
of an able minifter, than that of rightly a- 
dapting the feireral faculties of men | nor is 
any thing more to be lamented tha^ die im* 
pra^licabfenefs of doing this in any great de« 
gcee under our pjrefent circumftance9> while 
ib many, fhut tbemfelves out by adhering to a 
fa^ion, and while the court is enilav^ to th6 
impatience of others, wbo defire to lell thueir 
vote, or their intereff^ as dear as they can. 
But whether thia hath not beea Aibmitted to 
^ ^ more 
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moit iten was neeeflfary, whether it hath not 
¥6eti dangerous in the exaikiple, and pernici**- 
ousi in the pra^lke, I will leave to the.inqui* 
ry of thoie who can better detchnine. 

Itmay be matter of no little admiration to 
coniider in fome lights the ftate of affiurs a^ 
mong us ibr four years paft. The queen 
fodtng herfelf and the majority of her king* 
doni grown weary of the avarice and info* 
fence, the miftaken |>oUtic8, and deftnidave 
principles of her former minifterSi} calls t^ 
the fervice of the public another fet of men^ 
who by cbnieflion of their enemies had equal 
nbilities at leaft with their nredeceflm i wftofe 
.intereft made it nectary for them (although 
their inclinations had been otherwife) to aft 
upon thofe maxims which were moft agree* 
able to the conftitution in church and £ite 5 
whofe birth and patrimonieB gave them weight 
In the nation ; and who (I fpeak of thoft who 
Fete to hare the chief part, in afairs} had 
long lived under the ftii^ft bonds of friends 
ftiip t wkh all thefe advantages fupported by 
a vaft majority of the landed intneft, imd the 
inferto clergy almoft toaman, we have. fe* 
▼eral times Pten the prefent adminiftration in 
the sweated; diftrefs» and very near the brink 
of ruin^ together ««ith the cauie of the dmnch 
and ^Bonarchy committed to their.chai^l 
neither doth it appear to me at the minute I 
irni now writing> th^t their power or durati« 
pn are upon any tolerable foot of fecurity 1 
which I flo not to much irapvte to the addreft 
§nd tndoftry of their enemies, as to fome /ax- 

R a ■ Ittiflps* 
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lures among themielvesy which I think have 
been full as viable in their caufes as their 
cfFcjfts. 

Nothing hath given me greater ipdignatioA 
than to behold a miniftry, whp^me with the 
advantages I have reprefeiited, a^ng eve< 
fince upon the defepitve^in the houfe of lords 
with a majority on their fide» and inftead of 
calliivv^..«ther8 to an account, as it was rea* 
foa^tBly expe6led| mifpending their dme and 
lofing many opportunuies oi doing good, be-^ 
caufe a i^niggling fadion kept them conti- 
nually in play. This courage among the ad- 
verfaries of the court was infpired into them 
by various incidents, fb/ every one of which 
I think the mimftcrsy or (if that was the caft) 
the mintfter alone is to anfwer.. 

For, firil, that race of politicians, who in 
the cant phrafe are called Hbt *iMmficdU ^f 
was never fo numerous, or at leaft fo active, 
to it hath been iince the great change at court ; 
many of thofe, who pretended wholly to be in 
^ith the principles upon which hei\ majefty and 
her new fervants proceisded, either absenting 
themielves with the utmoil indifference, in 

thofe 

* Whhnficali were tones who had been eager for 
the conciafioa of the peace till the treaties were per- 
hCttA, then they could come up to no AvstCt appio« 
batlofl s in the clamour raifed about thedanger of cbe 
iucoeinon they joined the whigi, and declared dire^y 
againft their party, and affcded in moft other poioU 
a mpft glorious neutrality. See BtUn, Lett, to ffjudt 
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thoft conjnnAufct vrWeoo the whole ctuib 
depended, or fiding. dire5Vly with the enemy. 
« I very well remei»ber» when this miniftfy 
•was not above a year old, thete was a little 
fniirmunng ainofig fich aa ar^ called the high- 
er torics or churcnihen, that quicker ^ogrefe 
was not made in remonng thofe of the dif«. 
contented part^ontof employments. I re- 
member likewiiey the reaionings upon thick 
matter were various, even among many wb^ 
were allowed to know a good deal of the in^ 
'fide of the court i feme fttppof«d the queen 
was at iirft prevailed on to make that great 
change with no other view, than that of aft- 
ing for the future upon a moderatwg fibenf^ 
in cyder to reconcile both parties $ aind I be* 
lieve there might poAibly have been (bme 
grounds for tim ftippofition , Others conceive 
cd the employments were kit undifpoTed of« 
in order to keep alive the Jlopes«f many moM 
ifnpatient candidates than ever could be ^ra<- 
tiM. This hath lilHie been looked on as a. 
very high llrain of politics, and- to have fuc*' 
eceded aeoordinglv { becaulTe it is the opinion 
of many, that the numerous pretenders to 
jilaoes would never have been kept in order, 
]f all expeftation had been cut off. Others 
were yet naore refined ; and ^oueht it neither 
Wfie nor fkfe wholly to extinguim all oppofi- 
tion from the other fide $ becaufe in the na- 
ture of things it was abfolufely neceffiuy that' 
there ihould be parties in an En^Ufi^ parlia- 
inent; and a fiction already odious to the 
people might bie fuifered to continue with 
• ^ * R 3 lefs 
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Jeft danger, than any new one that could 
arife. To confirm this it wa$ faid, that the 
majority in the houfe of commons was too 
great on the fide of the high-church, and be- 
gan to form themielves into a body (by the 
name of the OHober^club) in order to put the 
miniftry under fubje^on. Laftly, the dan- 
ger of mti'oducing too great a number of uo- 
experienced men at once into ofHce, was 
«rged as an irrefragable reafbn for making 
changes by flow degrees. To difcard an able 
ofBcex from an employment^ or psit of a com* 
miflion, where the revenue or trade were con- 
ceraed, for no other reafon but differing in 
fome principles of government, might be of 
terrible confequence* ^ 

However it is certain, that none of thefc; 
txcufes were able to pafs among men, who 
argued only from the principles .of general 
reaiicm* For,- firfb, they looked upon alt 
ibhemes of comprehenfion to be as vifionary 
and impoiTible in the ftate, as in the church. 
Secondly, while the fpirit raifed by the trial 
of dr. Sacbe*ueniU continued in motion, men 
wf re not fo keen upon coming in themfelvesy 
as to fee their enemies ouif and de{)rived ol 
all aiHllance to do'mifchief s and it is urged 
further, that this general ambition of hunt- 
ing after pbces fjp'ew chiefly from feeing them 
io long undifpoied of, and from too general- 
an encouragiement by promifes to all, who 
were thought capable ot doing either good or 
hurt. Thirdly, the fear of creating another 
jparty, in caff ^le prefcat laftion were wholly 

fubducd,' 
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i|it>d««d> waS} in the opinion of plain men^ 
iuidintrjsgar4 to the iituation of our affairs, 
too great a facrifice of the nation^s fafety to 
ike genius of politics i coniidering how much 
^ajl ^o. be done, and how little time might 
pr^ably be allowed. Beiides, the diviuon 
.of a houfe qf commons into court and coun" 
trj .p^U'tieSy which was the evil they feemed 
to apprehendt could never be dangerous to a 
good miniftry, who had the true intereft and 
nqonftitution of their country at heart : as for 
tbe appreheniion of too great a majority in 
the houfe of commons, it appeared to be Hck 
Vi^n, that upon fome points of importance 
the court was hardly able to procure one*, 
^And the OSlober-club^ which appeared fo for* 
midable at firft to fome politicians^ proved in 
the fequel to be the chief fupport of tnofe who 
lufpefled them. It was like wife very well 
known that the greateft part of thofe men, . 
^hom the former miniftry left in poiTeiHon of 
employmentSi were loudly charged with iu'* 
fumciency or corruption, over and above their 
obnoxious tenets in religion and government ; 
£o that it would have been a matter of fome 
difficulty to make a woi*fe choice: befides, 
that plea for keeping men of faflious princi- 
ples in employment, upon the fcore of their 
abilities, was thought to be extended a little 
too far, and conilrued to take in all employ- 
ments whatfoever, although many of them 
required no more abilities than would ferve 
to qualify a gentleman-ufher at court: fo 
that this laft ^xculi? for the very How ileps 

made 
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made in difarming the adyerfftries of the crowQ, 
wras allowed ind^ to have more plauiibifoyt 
Init iefs truth, than any of the former. 

I do not here pretend to^ondenm the coott^ 

lels or a6lions of die prefent fpintfty : A^ir 

fafety and intereft are yiiibly onited with diofe 

of the public^ they are perfont of unqueftion^ 

able abilities, altogether unfufpef^ed of avar 

rice or cormptioHi and have the advantage to 

be further recommended hy the dl«ad and 

hatred of the oppoiite fadion. However, 'it 

is manifei); that tne zeal of their friendv hifth 

been cooling towards th|Sm for 2hoft two 

years paft : they have been frequently de- 

ferted or diftreiled upon the moii j^reifing oc* 

cafions, and yerv near givins up m deipair t 

their char<iAer8 have been often treatad with 

the utmoft barbarity and injuftice in both 

lioufes bv fcurrilous and enraged oratoors} 

while their neareft friendfi and even thofe whia 

inu$ have a fliare in their Ai^ptfit^ B«v«r of* 

fered a word in their vindication. 

When I examine with myfelf what oecafi* 
'Ons the miniftry may have given for this cold^ 
fiefs, inconftancy, and fdi^conteyit apxkng their 
friends, I at the fame time recolleft the van- 
pus^ conieftures, reafoningty and fufpicioDS» 
which have run fo freely for three years paf^^ 
(Concerning the defigns of the court : | do no^ 
pnly mean fuch conje^hires^ as are bom in a 
icoffee-hcufe, or invented by the malice of t 
party ^ but alfo the conclufions (howevermiiV 
taken) of wife and good men, whoie quality 
.and natipn iitted them tp vnderfta^d the rea- 

foo 
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fon of public proceedings, and in whofe pow- 
er it lay to recommend or difgrace an admi* 
ntftration to the people. I mud therefore take 
the boldnefs to afTert, that all thefe difcon<% 
tents, how ruinous foever tbey may prove Iti 
the confeq^uence^, have moft unneceflarily a-» 
lifen -from the want of a due communicatiom 
and concmrt,, Every man muft have a light 
luiEcient for the length of the way he i$ ap- 

Sointed to go \ there ia a degree of confidence 
ue to all ftationa \ and a petty conilable will 
neither a61: chearfully or wifely without that 
ihare of it which properly belongs to him x 
although the main fpting in a watch be out 
of (ighty there is an intermediate communis 
caUon between it and the fmalleft wheel, ot 
clfe no ufeful motion could be performed* 
This, refer ved myfterious way of a£lmg upon 
^points, where there appeared not the leaft oc- 
cafion for it, and towards perfons, who at 
Icaft, in right of their pofts, expected a more 
open treatmenty was imputed to Tome hiddea 
dfiiign, which every man conjectured to be 
the very thing he was moft afraid bf. Thofe 
ivho profefled the heighth of what is called ^ 
the church principle, fufpeCled, that a compre- 
henfion was intended, wherein the tmderatg 
men on both fides might be equally employ* 
ed. Others went farther, and dreaded fuch a 
comprehenfion, as directly tended to brinsr the 
pld exploded principles and perfons once 
adore into play. A^ain, fome affc6led to be 
uneafy about the futicsflion, and feemed to 
think* there was a. view of introducing that 

perfoD^ 
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perfon, whatever he is, «bo pretends to dai'm 
the crown by inheritance. Others, efeecially 
of late, furmifed on the contrary^ tnat th» 
demands of the houie of Hanover were in- 
duftrioufly fomented by ibme in power, wxth« 
out the privity of the n or ■ . ■■ ■«. Now, 
although thefe accufations were too iBconfift* 
«nt to be all of them true, yet they were ma« 
licioufly fuifered to pafs, and therdiy took off 
much of that popularity^ %Hkick thofe at the 
helm Hood in need of to fupport diem nwler 
the difBculties of a loHs; pcrpleytpg pego^a-- 
tion, adaily addition of public debts, udaa 
txhaufted treafury. 
But the effefts of this myftical maaiifr of 

Sroceeding did not end heres for the lata 
iflfenfions between the ereat men at court 
(which have been, for iome time paft, 'the 
public entertainment of every coffee-hotde) 
are faid to have arifen from the iame fomi«* 
tain ; while on one fide very great referve^ 
and certainly very great relentment on the 
other *, if we may believe general rejport (for 
J. pretend to know no farther) have mflamed 
animoAties to fuch a beighth, as to make all 
reconcilement impra£bcable.^ ^uppofine thit 
to be true, it may ferve for a great Mhn. 
of humiliation to mankind, to behold die 
habits and pafiions of men, otherwiie highly 
accompliflieo, triumphing overtntereft, friend* 
Ih^, honour, ancl their own perfonal fafety* 

• M 

• Lord Ox/onTM refervf w«P t]ie Cfiifs of Battnf 
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ts well as that of their couAtry, and proba<« 
bly of a moil gracious princefs wh^ hath in«* 
tiiifted it to thenik A (hi^'s crew quari^lin^ 
In a ftorm» or while their enemies are withia 
Kttn-ihoty is bttt a faint idea of this fatal in* 
ratua^on t of which, although it be hard to 
(ky enough, fome people inay think perhaps I 
have already faid too mucfa, 
-^ Since this unhappy incident, the delertiqq 
of friends and lo(s of feputation have been io 
greaty that J do not fee hov the nainiftera 
could have contioued many weeks in their fta« 
tions, if their oppofers of all kinds had agreed 
about the methods by which they (houui, l^ 
ruined « a^jd their preferviitioa hitnerto feems 
to refemble his, who had tvfo puiibns given 
him together of contrary operations. 

It may feem very impertinent in one of 
my Jevel to point out to thoie, who fit at 
the helm, what courfe they ought to fteer* 
I know enough of courts to be tenfible, bow 
mean an opinion |;reat minifters have of mod 
men*s underftanding | to a degree^ that in 
any other ibience would be callM the grofleft 
l^antry. However, tuUefs I offer my ienti*- 
ments in this ^point, all I have hitherto faid« 
will be to no purpole. 

The general wilhe^ and i^^ts of a people 
are perhaps more obvious to other mca than 
1% minitos of ftate. TheFe are too points 
of the ' higheft importance, wherein a very 
great majority of the kingdom appear per* 
.fe6lly hearty and unaqimous, Firft, that tht 
church of ^i^gto^ fiwld be pnTs^vt^ intire 
3 in 
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in all her rights, powers, and privileges y all 
clo6^rines relating to government difcouraged, 
which file condemns ) all fchifms, {e^$f and 
herefies difcountenanced and kept under dut 
fubje^lion, as far as confifts with the lenity of 
our conftitution J her open enemies (among 
whom I include at lead diffenters of all deno- 
minations) not truftcd with the fmalkft degree 
of civil or military power j and her fecret ad- 
verfarics, under the names of whigs, low* 
church, republicans, moderation-men and 
the like, i*eceive no marks of favour from the 
crown, but what they ihould deferve by a (in* 
cere reformation. 

Had this point been fteadily purfued in all 
its pai'ts, for diree years paft, and alTerted as 
the avowed relolution of the court, there muft 
probably have been an end of faction, which 
fiath been able ever fmce with fo much vigour 
to diHurb and infult the adminiftration. I 
know very well, that fome refiners pretend 
to ai'gue for the ufefulnfcf? of parties in fuch ^ 
government as ours : I have faid fomething 
of this already, and have heard a great many 
idle wife topics upon the.fubje6;. • But I fhall 
not argue that matter at jirefent : I fuppoie, 
if a man thinks it neceflfary to play with a fir-' 
fent, he vvill chute one of a kind that is ieait 
niifchievous ; otherwifc,- although it appears 
to be cnifhed, it may have life enough to fting 
liim to death. So 'I think it is not f^fe tam- 
pering with the}>refent fa6lion, at Icaft in this 
junfture : firft, becaufe their principles and 
pra^ices have been alrtfUdy veiy .dangerous to 
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tlie conftitution in ditirch and ftate 1 fecond- 
ly, becaufe they are highly irritated with the 
Ipfs of their power, full of venom and vcn- 
geauce, and prepared to execute every thing 
that rage or malice can fuggeft : but princi- 
pally, becaufe they have prevailed by miire« 
prelentations and other artiftces to make the 
luccenbr loQk upon them as the only perfons 
he can trult : upon which account they can- 
not be too foon, or too much difabled : nei- 
ther will England ever be fafe from the at- 
tempts of this wicked confederacy, until their 
ftrength and intereft (hall be fo far reduced* 
that for the^uture it fhall jnot be in the power 
of the crown, although in conjun^ion with 
any rich and fa^ious body of men, to chufe 
an ill majority of the houfe of commons. 

One ftep very neceffary to this great work 
will be to regulate the army^ and chiefly thofe 
troops which in their turns have the care of 
her majefty's pei-fon j who are moft of them 
fitter to guard a prince under an high court of 
jufticty than feated on the throne. The pe- 
culiar hand of providence hath hitherto pre- 
ferved her majefty, encompafTed, whether 
ileeping or travelling, by her enemies : but 
iince religion teacheth us, that providence, 
ought not to be tempted, it is ill-venturing to 
truft that precious life any longer to thofe, 
who by their public behaviour and difcourfe 
difcover their impatience to fee it at an end ; 
that they may have liberty to bo the indruments 
of glutting at once the revenge of their patron» 
and their own. It ihould l^well remeraber- 

S cd. 
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edf what a fatisfa£kioA th«ie gentlemen (after 
the example of their betters) were Co fanguine 
to expreis upon ^e queen's lad iUnciis at 
Wmdfor^ and what threatenings they uled of 
refu^ng to obey their general, in ca(e that 
illnefs had proved fatal. Nor do I think it a 
want of charity to fufpeft, that in fuch an 
evil day an enraged fa^on would be highly 
pleafed with the pow«ir of the ^ord, and 
witli great connivance leave it ib long un« 
iheathed, until they were got rid of their 
moft formidable adverfaries* In the mean 
time it muft be a very melancholy pro£pe£ly 
that, whenever it (hall pleafe God to viht us 
with this calamity^ thofe who are paid to be 
defenders of the civil power, will ftand ready 
for any a£ls of violence, that a Junto compa* 
fed of the greaieft enemies to the conftitution 
ihall think fk% to enjoin them« 

The other point of gi'eat importance is the 
iccurity of the prote&nt ' fucceiHon ia the 
houfe of Hanover : not from any paitiality to 
that illuftrious houfe, further than as it hatli 
had the honour to mingle with the blood royal 
of Englopidy and is ik» neareft branch of oux 
regal line reformed from popery. This point 
hath one advantage over the former, that both 
parties profefs to defire the fame blefUng for 
poiterity, but differ about the means for ie* 
curing it« From whence it hath come to pafs, 
that the proteilant fiscceilion, in appearance 
the defire of the whole nation, hath proved 
the greateft topic of dander, |ealoufy, fuipici* 
on, and difcontcnt. 

^ I have 
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I have been Co curious to a(k feveral ac^ 
qaaintXBce among the oppofite party, whether 
wtj, or their leade;rs> did really fuf^6^ there 
liaa been ever any^ defien in the miniftry to 
weaken the fucceffion in favour of the preten-' 
der, or of any other perfon wnatfoever. Some 
c(f them freely anfWered in the negative : 
others were of the £ime opinion^ but added, 
^ey did not know what might be done in 
time, and upon farther pi'ovocatioils t others 
a^in feemea to believe the affirmative, but 
could never produce any plaulible grounds £br 
thetr belief. 1 have Hkewife been aflured by 
peHbns of Ibme coniequence, that, during a 
very liear and cpnftant familSarity with the 
great m^n at court for four years paft, h^e- 
yer could ob(erve where, even in thofe Jioura 
of converfadon where there is ufually leaft re« 
llraint, that one word ever paiTed among them 
to (hew a dillike to the prefent fettlement j al- * 
though they would fometimes lament, that 
the tal(e reprefcntations of .their^s and the 
kingdom^s enemies had made fomeimpreffions 
in the mind of the fucceffbr. As to my own 
circle of acquaintance I canfafely aflirm, that, 
excepting thofe who are nonjurors by profefli- 
on, I have not met with above two peribns 
who appeared to have any fcruples concerning 
the prefent limitation of the crown. I there- 
fore think it may very impartially be pronoun- 
ctd, that the number ot thoi*^ who wift to 
lee tbefon of the abdicated prince upon the 
throne, is altogether mconfaderable* And 
further, I believe it will bt found, thai there 

S s are 


«92 Some F|lEE THOXJGHTS v^on 

are none who fo mu(;h d^ead any attempt ht 
■ (hall make for the recovery of his imaguved 
rights, as the Roman-Catholics of Eji^Ulu^i 
who love their freedom and properties too vrell 
to dcfire his entrance by a Fnncl amiy^ aiul 
a field of blood \ who mud continue upon the 
fame foot if he changeth his religion, am! 
muft expe6l to be firft and greateft luS^ecs if 
he (hould happen to faiL 
. As to the perfon of this nominal prince^ he 
lies under all manner of difadvantages s the 
vulgar imagine him to have been a child im- 
pofed upon the nation by the fraudulent zeal 
of his parents and their bigotted counfellors ^ 
who took fpecial care, againft all the rules of 
common policy, to educate him in their hate«> 
ful fuperftition, fucked in with his milk aiad 
conHnned in his manKoo<ci, too Arong to be 
•now (haken by mr. Lejley * 5 and a counter- 
feit converfion will be too grofs to pafs «poa 
the kingdom, after what we have ken ajij 
fuffcred from the like pra6lice in his father. 
He is likewife faid to be of weak intellectuals^ 
and an unfound conllitution: he was treateii 
contemptibly enough by the young princes of 
FrancCy even during th^ war ; is now wholly 
neglcfted by that crown, and driven to live 
in exile upon a fmall exhibition : he is uttef. 

• XWI^ waiaflonjuriBgclergymtn, who wrote a 
letter itom Barleduc in- Lorrain^ the place of the 
pretender's refidence, addrdfed to a mean btr of par* 
liiroent in Xoffi/oii, iii praife and 00 behalf of hta 
prince. This letter was4>rioCQ^ and publicly baodel 
about in Zrar^o/t, 
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tf unknown in England^ whicU he left in the 
Cradle v his father^s friends ^e.njod of theitt 
4ead» the reft antiquated orpoor. Six and 
twenty years have afmoi^ "pailed (Tnce the re-, 
'OcUttien, and the bulk of thofe who ar^ now 
jBkoft in aAion ei^ier at court, in parliAioeaty 
«r pubHc offices, were then bovs at fcliool or 
the univeHItieSj^ and look upon thoit greati 
change t6 have happened during a period of 
tune foF.which they are not accountable* The* 
logic of the highell tories Is no'^9 that this 
Tra$ the eftabliihment they fpupd, as jCooD as 
they arrived to a capacity of judging ^ that 
they had no hand in turning out the late king, 
ana therefore have no crime't'o svnfwer for» if 
it were any : that the inheritance to. the crown 
Is fixed in purfudnce of laws made ever {Ince 
their remembrance, by which all papifts are 
excluded, and they have no other rule to ga 
by : that they will no more difpute king ff^ii^. 
Bam the tBird^s title, than king William the 
frfi*s. ; fince. they muft have recour/e to hiilory 
for both r that they have been inftrufled in 
the dodrines of pamve obedience, non-reiift'*^ 
ance, and hereditary tight, and find them all 
neceilaiy for. preferving. the' .prefent eftabl i(h- 
ment in church and ftate, and for continuing 
tiie fpccefiion in the rhouTe of Hanover ^ and 
jouft in their own opinion renounce all thof(^ 
<Io^ne$ by (etting up any other title to the 
crown. This, I Sty, feems to be the politi- 
cal creed of all high-prrncipled men X have 
§ar fome time pnet with of forty years old and 
under & which although I do not pretend to 

S s juftify 
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juftify in every part, yet I am Aire it fets the 
pit>tcflant fuccedion upon a much firmer 
tbundatiorf, than all th« indigefted fchemes of 
thofe who profefs to aSl upon what they call 
m/olutioft-prmcipUs. 

Neither mould it perhaps he foon forgotten, 
that during the Hccntioufneft of 'the prefs, 
while the facrid chara^ler of the queen was 
every day infulted in factious papers and bal- 
lads, not the leaft refie^ling inGnuation ever 
appeared againil the Han(yver family, What- 
ever octaGon was offered to intemperate pens 
by the rafhnefs 6r indifcretion of one or two 
minifters from thence. 

From all thefe confiderations I muft there- 
fore )ay it down as ah unconteftable tiruth^ 
that the fucceiflon to thefe kingdoms in die 
illuftrio\]S htiufe of Hanover is as firmly &- 
cured as the nature of the thing cafi pollibly 
admit $ by the oaths of all t^idtt ^ho are en- 
trufted with any office, "by the very nrinciptos 
of thole who are termed the higb-cburtb, hy 
the general inclinations of the ^>e6ple, by tlie 
infignificancy of that perfon who claims it 
from inheritance, and the little alAflance tie 
can expe£l either from princes abroad or ad- 
herents at home. 

However, fince the virulent oppofers of &e 
queen and her adminiftration have fo far pre- 
vailed by thfcir emiffarie^ at the court of Hsxr- 
eo;^, and by their pra£^ices upon 6ne or two 
Ignorant, unmannerly imjjeugers from thence^ 
as to make the eU^or defirc fome farther feca- 
rity, and fend over a fnemwial hevt to that 
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end : the preat qmftion h ho^ to give rea- 
fonftble ^tiftfa£tion to his higbneft, and (whit 
is infinitely of greater coniequencej) at the 
Tame time confult the honour and (afety of 
the queen, ^o(e q«iet fojf^ffion is of much 
tkiore conftquence td ut of the pfrefent age, 
than his rtverjum. The fubftance of his iw- 
mofriali if I retain it right, is to defire that 
6>me out of his family might live in England^ 
^Bvith (uch maintenance as m ufual to thofe of 
the royai blood, and that certain titks Aould 
be conferred upon the reft according to an* 
cient Cttftom. The t/iem»rial doth not fpccify 
which of the family (hould be invited to re- 
fide here j and, if it had, I believe howevtr 
her majefty would have looked upon it as ft 
circumftance left to her own choice. 

But, as all this is moft mantfeftly unne* 
ceiTary in itfelf, and only in compliance with 
the miftaken doubts of a prefumptive heir ( 
fo the nadon would (to ipeak in the language 
of Mr. Sfeel) Expect, that her majefty 
fliould be madeperfeftly eafy from that fide 
for the future; no more to be alarmed' with 
apprehenfions of *vifitjf or demands tf fwrits, 
where * (he hath not thought fit to give any 
hnuitatio»» The nation would likewife tx» 
feSt that there (hould be an end of all pri- 

S 4 vate 

* Baron Sehutx, envoy eitnordiniiy from the 
ele^r of Hanover, demanding a writ for the ele6to» 
nd oriace to fit in the hoarempetrs at duke of Cati ■ 
hidge, aad it was expe£ted that his highndt would 
hate made a vifit to the coort of London, 
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vate cemmerce between that court and th< 
leaders of a party here 5 and that his elec- 
toral highfejs Aiould declare hinifelf intireljr 
fatisfied vrith all hef majefty*s proceedin^^ 
hti treaties of peace and commerce^ her alii* 
ances abroad, her choice of m»nifters at home^ 
and particularly in her mod gracious conde* 
fceniions to his requeft : that he wotiTd upoa 
all proper occafions» and in the moil pobJic 
manner, difcover his utter diflike of fa^ious 
perfons and principles, but efpecially of that 
party, which under the pretence or fhelter of 
his prote^ion hath fo long difquieted the king^- 
dom I and laflly, that he would acknowledge 
the goodnefs of the queen, and ju (lice of the 
nation, in fo fully fecuying the fucceifion to 
his family. 

It is indeed a problem which I could never, 
comprehend, why the court of Ha«o«i/^r, who 
have ail along thought themfelves fo perfefl- 
]y fecure in the affeSions, the principles, and 
the profcflions of the lotv-ckurch party, ihould 
not have endeavoured, according to the ufual 
politics of princes, to gain over thofe who 
were reprefented as their enemies ; iince thefe 
fuppofed enemies had made fo many advan- 
ces, were in poffeiUon of all the power, had 
framed the very fettlement to which that iU 
luftrious family owes its cialm«$ had all of 
them abjured the pretender 5 were now em- 
ployed in the great offices of tlie (late, and 
compofed a majority m' both hou(es of par- 
liament. Not to mention, that the qucea 

her- 
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tterTelf, with t^e bulk of the hnded gentry 
and commonalty tkroughoHt the kingdom^ 
were of the number. • This one would think 
might be a ftrengtl^ (ufBcient.not oi>ly.to d?" 
fruS but to beftanja a AicceflTiQn ; and (ince the 
prefumed heir could not but be perfe^ly fe« 
cure of the other party, whofe greateft avoW«- 
ed^grievan^e was the pretended danger of his 
future rights $ it roigh^ .therefore furely have 
been worth his while to have made at lead: 
one ftep towards cultivating a f^ir coxi*erpoa<^ 
dence with the. power in poffisflion. Neither 
could thofe» who are called hiti friends, have 
blamed him, or with the leaft decency enter 
into any engagements foic defeating his title. : 
But why may not the reafons of this ^o^ 
ceed^ng in the eleBor be dire£^ly contrary to 
what lis commonly ima|^ned? Methinks I 
could endeavour to belwre, that hit> high* 
sefs is thoroughly acquainted ,w^th both parr 
ties;; is convinctti, tib^t no tr.M^ member of 
the cUui'ch of Et^kmd can eafilybe ihakei^ 
in his principles of loyalty, or forget th^ 
obligation of an oath bv any nrovocation^. 
That tbife are therefore the people he intends 
to rely upon, and keeps only fair with the 
etbers &om a /rK# notion he h^th of their 
do£lrines, which prompt them to forget thdr 
duty upon every motive of istfreft or ambi- 
tion. ' If this conjecture be rights. his higli* 
neft cannot fure* but entertain a very high 
efteem of fuch m'mifters, who. ^ontinu^ to 
a^ un^er the dread and appearance of a fuc;- 

S 5 '" : ceiTor^ 
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cefibr^ atinoft dtl^leafure, and' th^ threats «l 
lA cnragsd fa(tioo, -whom he M Aipp^ed a- 
tone to favour, an4 to be gokled tntliiely til 
kU judgment <€ Brfiri/^ affairs and peiions by 
their (pinions. 

But to return from this ^if^refTioAi the 
prcfence «f that infant prince * among ii« 
could not) I thinki in any fort be intonlir' 
tent with ^t Ufnyci the queen ^ he -vvonld 
be in no danger of being eorrupted in bii 
principles^ «r expoled in his p^rfon by vict- 
ouB eompanions ; he tould be at the head of 
no fa^ious* clubs and cabals, nor be attend- 
ed by a hired rabble, whidi Int flatterera 
might reprefetit as a popularity. He would 
have none of that impatience whidi the fraiU 
ty of human' nature gives to ekpeftmg tieinsL. 
There would be tio pretence for men to hute 
their court by aifeamg Getmem ntodes and 
refiit^t/ttfits in drefs or behaviour : nor would 
|here he an occafi^n of iniinuatrng to him, 
flow much more his levee was fr^qtrented^ 
than the onti^hambers of St. James^B. Add 
to all this the advantages of being educated 
in tttir religion, Uws, ' language, manners, 
tMKttffe of the government, each fovery difPe^ 
tent from thofe he would leave iMfluiid. B)r 
which likewife he might be bighly ufeftd tt> 
-bis fatheri if that prinee (hould liappea t» 
futvive her majefty. 

The 

* The infant prince was ^e Ton of the eled^ocal 
piaeedf lb«3<«^ #ho mi^t be thdieo to refite 
oat hi confe^oence of the meflBorial* 
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^\i<tAtt»kmgWiUiamt who^ after his itiar- 
rtage with the lady Mafy of Etmland^ could 
liave bO probable cxpeAafion of the crown^ 
and very little even of bein^ a queen*8 huf- 
baiKl (uie liokt of York having a young Mrifc) 
Mpaa no ftranger toxiur language or manners, 
and went often to the chapel oF his prmoefs | 
which I obferTe rattier, becaufe I could hear* 
tily wifh the like difpofition were in anothtr 
€ourt^ and becaufe it may be di&greeable to 
a prince to take up new dofbrines on a fud- 
den, or fpeak to his fubjeSs by an inter* 
preter. 

An ill-natured or inquifittve man may ftlll, 
perhaps, deiire to prefs ^e queftbn further 
by a&ing, what is to be done, in cafe it 
fhould fo happen, that this malevolent woiic- 
ing party at nome hath credit enough with 
the court of Hofio^tr io, continue the fufpi. 
cion, jelloufy, and uneafineA there againft 
the queen and her miniftiy}.to makefuch 
demands be ftill infifted on, as are by no 
means thonght pi^oper to be complied with ; 
and in the mean time to Itand at arm^s lenfi;th 
^h her'majefty, and in cloie conjun^on 
with thofe who Ojppofe her ^ 

I take Yhe anfwer to be cafy : in all con* 
tefts tlie fafeft way is tp put thofe, we dif- 
pute with, as much w the nxjroug as we can« 
when ber mai«fty (hall h^ve o^ered fuch or 
the like concdfions as I hare above mention'- 
ed, inoriet to remove thofe fcruples artifici* 
ally taifed in the mind of tbe expeftant heir, 

8 6 and 


300 Some FREE THOUGHTS upon 

and to divide him from that fa6lioii by wbic& 
he is fuppofed to have been mifled i &e hath 
done as much as any prince can do, afid 
more than any other would probably do ia 
her cafe ; and will .be puftified before God 
and man, whatever be the event* Th^ equi« 
table part of thofe, who how fide againft the 
court, will probably he more temperate i 
and, if a due difpatch be made in placing the 
civil and military power in the hands of fuch 
as wiih well to the conftitutiont it cannot be 
any way lor the quiet or intereft of a iuc- 
cefTor to gratify u> fmall a fa£li6n, as will 
probably then remain^ at the expence of a 
much more numerous and confiderable part 
ot his lbbjefts.'< Neither do I fee how the 
principles of fuch- a party, either in religion 
or government, will prove very agreeable, 
becaufe I think Luthir and CaMn, lee'ra'to" 
have difiered as much as any two among 
the reformers r and becaufe VLGermau ^ymct' 
will probably be fufpicious of thole,, wljp 
think they can never depress the pjrerc^atlve 
cough. - - . 

But fappofing, once for all, as far as,po^ 
fible, that the eleBar flxould utterly refufe. to 
be -upon any. terms of conWence wit^ the 
prefent qiinilby, and all others, of. tlicir prin- 
ciples, as enemies to him and the (VtccefiSion i 
nor eafy with tlie queef) her (elf ^ b«t upon 
fuch conditions as. wtU ^not be fought con* 
fifient '^itb hfr fdfety and hmmr \ and .tpnti- 
jiue CO place 3H- his bf>pcs and- truft in the 

.. . ' dii; 
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dlfcontemed party. I think k vFere humbly 
to be wiihed». that, whenever the fuccefTion 
(hall take place^ the alterations intended by 
the nev^ piince Ihould be made by bimfe^y 
and not by his deputies t becaufe I am of 
opinion* that the claufe impowerin^the fua« 
ceffor feo appoint a latentiuilmited number, 
additional .to the feycpral r^eias named in the 
' e^i wei^t.upon a fuppofition, that xh^fecret 
commtUe would be of fychy whofe ehmity 
and contrary principles difpoied them to con- 
found the reil,, Ping tTiUiamf, whofe title 
was much more cbntroverted than that of 
her majefty's fucceffor can ever probably be, 
did for feveral years leave the adminiftr^tiqn 
of thekingdom in the hands of lords juftices, 
during the hcighth of a war, and while tKe 
abdicated prince himfelf was frequently at- 
tempting an invafion : from whence one 
might imagine, that the regents appointed by 
parliament upon the demiife of the crown 
would be able to keep the peace during an 
ab fence of ^.fetjo weeks without any colleagues ^ 
However, I am pretty confident that the only 
reafon, why a power was given of chufing 
dormant viceroys, v^as to take away all pre- 
sence of a neceiTity to invite over any 01 the 
family hei'e, during her majefty^s life. So 
that I do not well appreh^d what arguments 
the ele^or can ufe to miift upon boib^ 

To conclude ; the only way of fecuring the 
conftltution in church and (rate, and confe- 
quently this very prpteftant fuccefilon itielf, 

, . will 
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will be by hllenmg ibe power of our domeftre 
adverfaries as much as can poiUbly confift with 
the lenity of our goTermnent j and, i^ riiis be 
not fpeedJly done, it will be eafy to point 
where the nation is to fix the blame t for we 
are well afftired^ that, fince the account her 
majefty received of the cabals, the triumphs, 
die infolent behaviour of the whole la&kMi 
during her kte iUnefs at Wtn^wr^ (he hath 
been as willing to fee them deprived of all 
power to do mifchief, as any of hermoftcfal-r 
ous and loyal fubje^s can deike* 
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VARIOUS SUBJECTS. 

\XT^ have jui^ enough religion to make 
V V us hate, but not enough to make us 
lofe one another. 

Refieft on things pafty as wars, negoeiatlr 
om> fa^ions, ^r* v^e enter fo little into thofe 
intcrefts, that we wonder how men could pof- 
libly be fo bufy and concerned f^r things fb 
tranfitofy; locic on the prefent time^, we find 
the fame humour, yet wonder not at all. 

A wife man endeavours, by confideh'ng all 
ctrcumftance^, to make conjectures, and &rm 
condufions $ but the fmalleft accident inter- 
vening (and, in the courfe of affairs, it is im<* 
poflltbTe to Ibi'efde all) do'es often produce fucfa 
turns and changes, that et laft ne is'juft as 
much in doubt of events as the moft ignorant 
and unexperienoed perfon. 

Politivenei^ is a gotod quality for preachers 
and orators, becaufe he that would obtrude 
liis thoughts aAd reafons upoh a multitude* 
will convince others the more, as be appears 
convinced himfelf. 

How is it 'poifible to expert that mankind 
win take advice, when they will not ib mufii 
as take warning ? 

I forget whether advic^ be araoAg the loft 
things, which AnJIo fays aie to be found in 
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the moon } dutt «ad time ought to have bees 
there. 

No preacher is liftened to but time, which 
gives us the fame train and turn of bought, 
that elder people have tried in vain to put 
into our heads before. 

Wh^n we deiire or follicit any thing. Our 
minds run wholly on the good fide or circum- 
lUnces of it ) when it is obtained, our mmds 
run whoUv on the bad ones. 

In a glafs-bauf^ the workmen often fling 
in a fmall quantity of frelb coalsa which 
ieems to diilurb the fire, but very much en- 
livens it. This feems to allude to a gentle bir- 
ring of the paiCons, that the mind may not 
languish* 

• Religion feems to have grown an infant 
with age, and requires miracles to nurfe it^ 
as it had ijn its infancy. 

All. fits of pleafure are balanced by an e- 
flual degree of pain or languor; it is like 
pending this year part of tlie next- yearns re» 
venue. 

The latter part of a wife man''8 life is taken 
up in curing the follies, prejudices, and falfe 
opinions he had contra£lra in the former. 

Would a writer kiiow how to behave him- 
felf with relatbn to poller ity, let him conii* 
der in old books what he finds that he is glad 
to know> and what omiflions he moll la- 
ments. . . 

Whatever the poets pretend, it it plain 
the^ give immortality t» none but themfelves 5 
.it is Homer ^d Firgil we reverence and ad- 
mire, 
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teire, TiQt.AchiUes or Mneas. With hlftori- 
ans it is quite the conti'ary ; our thoughts 
are taken up with the af^ipnsy perfons^ and 
events we read, and we little regard the au- 
thors. ' ' » 

When a ti*ue genius appears in the world, 
you may know him by this fign, that the 
dunces are in confederacy againft him., 

Men who poQefs all advantages of life, are 
in a ftate where there are many accidents to 
difordfer and difcompofe, but few to'pleafe 
thenu 

It is unwife to puni(h cowards with igno- 
jminyj for, if they had regarded that, they 
would not have been cowards ^ death is their 
proper punifhipent, becaufe they fear it moft. 

The greateft inventions were produced in 
the times of i^ngrance ; as the uie of the com- 
pafsf gunpowder y and printing ; and by the 
dull eft nation^ as the Germans, 

One argument to piove that the common 
relations of ^kofts ,^pd JfteSres arc generally 
falfe, may be' drawn from the opinion held, 
that fpirits are never feen by more than one 
pcrfon at a time; that is to fay, \t feldom 
happens to above one perfon in a company to 
be -poffefled with any high degree of fpleen or 
melancholy." 

I am apt to think^ that in the day of judg- 
ment there will be fmall allowance given to 
the wife for their want of morals, and to the 
ignorant for their want of faith, becaufe both 
are without excufe. This renders the advan- 
tages equal of ignorance and knowledge. But 

fome 
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ibme fcruples in tht wife, and feme vices in 
the ignorant^ will perhaps be forgiven upon 
the (brength of temptation to each. 

The value of feveral circumftaiices in ftory 
leflens very much by diftance of time, thou^ 
fome minute circumftances are very valuable ^ 
and^ it requires great judgment in a writer to 
diftinguim. 

It is ^rown a word of couffe far writers t^ 
fay. This aitieal age; as divines fay. This 
iinful age. 

It is .pleafant to ob(erve how free the pre* 
fent.age is in laying taxes on the next : fu* 
ture ages JbaJd talk of this 3 thisJbuM hefamoui 
to dU poflerity: whereas their time and thoughts 
will be taken up about prelent things^ as ourft 
are ;iow. 

The cameliofit whb is faid to feed upon no- 
thing but airi kith ofall anifnals the nimble^ 
tongue. 

When a man is made a fpiritual peer, he 
lofes his firname; wheta a temporal, hia 
chriftian name. 

It is in difputes as In armiesj where the 
weaker iide fets up falfe lights, and makes a 
great noife, to make the enemy believe them 
more numerous and ftrong than they really 
are. 

Some men, under the notions of weeding 
out prejudices, eradicate virtue, honefly, and 
religion. 

In all well-inftituted commonwealths, caie 
has been taken to limit mens pofTeflionsi 
y^hich is done for many reafonsj and, among 

the 
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tlift reft, for one which perhaps is not oftea 
confidered, that, when bounds are fet to mens 
delires, after they have acquired ^9 much as 
the laws peiTftit them, their pHyate intereft is 
at ta\ tna, and they have nothing to do but 
to take cate of the public. 
. There ^e but thi'ee Ways for a man to re- 
irenge faira&lf of the cenfure of the world ; to 
delj^e'ity to return l(he1ike» or to endeavour 
io live fo as to avoid it : the /irft of thefc is 
ufiially pretended* the laft is almoft impofllble) 
the univerfal pra^ice is for the fecond. 

Htradbtus tells us, that in cold countries 
fwafls very feldom have horhs^ but in hot they 
liave very large ones. This might bear a 
pleafant application/ 

I neter neardra finer piece of fatire againft 
IfPwyerSf than that of aflrohgers^ when they 
|irtftcnd by rules of art to tell when a fuit 
will endy and whether to the advantage of 
thd|»laintiff or defendant ^ thus uiakkigth^ 
matter depend intirely upon the influence of 
the ftars^ without the leaft regard to the merits 
4>f the caufe. 

The expreflion in Jpocryphd about Toiit and 
bis dog following htm I have often heard ri- 
diculedy yet Hmur has the fame words of Te- 
lemachus more than oncej and Virgil fays 
ibmething like it of Evander, And I take 
the book of Tohit to be partly poetical. 

I have known fome men poiTelTed of 
good qualities, which were very ferviceable 
to others, bfft ufeld^ t6 themielves; like a 
ftm-dial on the front of a houfe, to inform 

the 
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tiie neighbours and pafl*engers» but not die 
owner within. 

If a ma(i would regiftcr all his opioions up- 
on love^ pcjiiticsy rcligioD, learning, etc, be- 
ginning from his vouth and fo go on to old- 
age, what a bundle of inconitftendes and coti- 
tradi^lions would appear ,at lad ? . 

What they do in heaven we art ignoraxit 
of; what thev do not we are t^ld sxpreAy, 
that they neither marry, nor are given in mar^ 
riage. 

When a man oblerves the choice of ladies 
now-a-days in the difpenlin^ of their fa- 
vours, can he forbear paying jome veneration 
to the memory of tHofc mares mentioned bjr 
Xenophott *, who, while tl^ir manes were on, 
that is, while they were in ^eir beauty, would 
ne\rel- admit the embraces of an afs. 

It is a miserable thing to live in fufpence | 
it is the life of a fpider. 

yive quidem^ ftuie tamen^ improbof dixit J 

Ovid MetaoL. 

The ftorcal fcheme of fupplying our wants 
by lopping off our defires, is lik? cutting <cff 
our feet when we want (hoes. 

Phyficians ought not to give their judg- 
ment of reUgion, for the fame reafon that 
butchers are not admitted to be jurors upon 
life and death. 

The reafon, why Co few marriages are liap- 
py, is becaufe young ladies fpend their time 
la making nets, not .in making cag^s* 

/^ DtReEquefiri. 
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. 7f a man vrill obferve as he walks the ftreets^ 
I believe he wrll find the merrieit countenan- 
ces in mourning coaches. 

Nothing more unqualifies a man to a£b with 
prudence) than a misfoitune that is attended 
with ibame and guilt. 

The porwer of fortune is confcHed only b]p 
the miferable ; for the happy impute all their 
fuccefs to prudence or ment. 

Anibition c^ten puts men upon doing the 
meaneft offices ; fo climbin|; is performed in 
the iame pofture with creepmg. 

Ill company is like a dog, wlio dirts thofe 
anaft whom he loves beft. 

Cenfure is the tax a man pays to the pub- 
lic for being eminent. 

Although men are accufed for not knowing 
their own weaknefs, yet perhaps as few know 
their own ftrength. It is in men as in foils^ 
vhere fometintes there is a vein of gold which 
the owner knows not of. 

Satire is reckoned the eafieft of all wit; 
but I take it to be othcrwife in very bad times : 
for it is as hard to fatirife well a man of dif- 
tinguiihed vices, as to praiTe well a man of 
diftinguiihed virtues. It is eafy enough to do 
cither to people of moderate characters. 

Invention is the talent of youth, and 
judgment qf ^ge; fo that our judgment 
grows harder to pleafe, when w© have fewer 
tilings to oifer it: this goes through the 
whole commerce of life. When we are old, 
out friencls find it dilEcult to pleafe us, and 

are 
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are left concerned whether we be pleafed or 
no. 

No wife man ever wiihed to be yoiuigcr. 

An idle reafon le(r<:ns the weight of tbe 
good onet ^ott gave before. 

The motives of the beft adions will not 
bear too ftnft an inquiry. * It is allowed, that 
the caufe of moft a^ions^ good or bad, nay^ 
be refolved into the love of ourfelves ; but the 
feif-love of fome men inclines them to pleafe 
others $ and the^ (elf-love of others is wholly 
emj^oyed in pleafing themrelves. This makes 
the great diftmdion between virtue and vice. 
Religion is this bcft motive of all anions, yet 
reliVion is allowed to be thr higheft inftance 
of Telf-love. 

When the world has once begun to uic ns- 
ill, it afterwards continues the fame treat-^ 
ment with lefs fcniple or ceremony, as men 
do to a whore. 

Old men view beft at a diftance with the 
eyes of their underftanding^ as well as with 
tbofe of nature. 

Some people take more care to hide their 
wildom than their felly. 

Arbitrary power is the natural obje£l of 
temptation to a prince, as wine or wt^men to 
a young fellow, or a bribe to a judge, or 
avarice to old-age, or vanity to a woman. 

Antbonj Henlys fanner, dying of an aftlmay 
faid, well, if I can get thi) breath once rar, 
lil ^ke care it ihall never get 'm again* 

The humour cyf exploding many things 
Under the name of aiiies, fopperies, and only 

i'magi-. 
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imaginary goods> is a very falfe proof either 
of wifdom or magnanimityy and a great check 
to virtuous a^onsw For inftance, with re- 
gard to fame : there is in moft people a reluc- 
tance and unwillingnclk to be forgotten. We 
obferve, even among the vulgar, how fond 
they are to have an inscription over their grave. 
It requires but little philpfbphy to difcover and 
obferve that there is no intrinftc value in all 
this i however, if it be founded in our na» 
tui*e, as an incitement to virtue, it ought not 
to be ridiculed. 

Complaint is the lar^eft tribute heaven re- 
ceives, and the fmcereft part of our devotion. 

The common fluency of Ipeech in many 
men, and moft women, is owmg to a fcarctty 
of matter, and a fcarcity of words 3 for who- 
ever is a mafter of language, and hath a mind 
. full of ideas, will be apt in ipeaking to hefi- 
tate upon the choice of both | whereas com- 
mon ipeakers have only one (et of ideas, and 
one (et of words to cloath them in 9 and thefc 
are always ready at the mouth : fo people 
come fafter out of a church when it is almoft 
empty, than when a croud is at the door. 

Few are qualified to /bine in company $ but 
it is in moft mens power to be a|;re<able. 
The reafon therefore, why converfation runs 
fo low at prefent, is not the defe6^ of under- 
ftanding^ but pride, Vanity, ili-nditure, affec- 
tation, ungularity, pofitivenefs, or fome other 
vice, the rae^t of a wrong education. 

To be vain is rather a mark of humility 
than pride. Vain men delight in telling what 

honours 
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honours have been done them, what great 
company they have kept, and the like, by 
which they^alainly' confefs'that thefe honours 
were more than their due, and iuch as their 
friends would not belies if they had riot 
been told : whereas a man truly proud thinks 
the greateft honours below bis merit, and 
confequently fcorns to boait- I therefore de- 
liver ic as a maxim, that whoever defires the 
character of a proud man> ou^ht to conceal. 
his vanity. 

Law, in a free country, 15, or ought to 
be, the determination of toe majority of thofe 
who have property in land. 

One argument, ufed to the difadvantage of 
providence, I take to be a very (Irong on^ 
jn its defence. It is obje^led, that itorms 
and tempefts, unfruitful feafonsj, ferpentSj^ 
fpiders, flies, and other noxious or trouble- 
fome animals, with many more indances oF 
the like kind, difcover animperfeftion iii na- 
ture, becaufe Human life' would be much ea.-» 
Aer without them : but the def^n of pravi- 
dcnce may cleaily be perceived in this pro- 
ceeding. The motions pf the fun and moon j 
in fhort, the whole fyftem of the univerfe, as fai: 
as philofophers have been able to difcover and 
obferve,^ are in the utmoft degi*ee of regularity 
and perfe6Vion ; but, wherevir God hath left 
to man the power of ihterpofing a reriiedy by 
thou-^ht or labour, there he hath placed things, 
in a rtate of imperfection on rxurpofe to ftir 
lip human indurtry, without wnich life woult^ 
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ftsgnate, or indeed rs^thercould not iubfift at 
all ! Curii ac€wnt mortalia corda. 

Fraife is thr daughter of prefcnt power. 

How inconiiftent is roan with himfelf > 

I have known fevcralperfons of great fame 
for wifdom in public afiairs and councils go- 
verned by foolifli fei*vants. 
- J bave known great minifters, diftinguiih- 
^d for vTit and learning, who preferred none 
but dunces. 

I liave known men of great valour cowards 
to their wives. 

I have known men of the greateft cunning 
perpetually cheated. 

I have known three great minifters» who 
could exadlly compute and' fettle the accompts 
of a kingdom, but were wholly ignorant of 
their own oeconomy. 

The preaching of divines helps to preferve 
^ell-inclined men in the courfe of virtue, but 
feldom or never reclaims the vicious. 

Princes ufually make wifer choices than 
>lhe iervants whom they truft for the difpofai 
of places: I have known a prince, more than 
once, chufe an able minifter : but I never ob * 
ferved that minifter to ufe his credit in the 
4i^fal of an employment to a perfon whom 
he thought the nttcft for it. One of the 
'greateft in this a^e owned and excufed the 
matter from the violence, of parties, aild the 
l^nr^aibnablenefs of friends. 

Small caufes are fulHcient to make a mai# 
uneafy, when great ones are not in the way 1 
for want of "9 block he will ilumble at dijiraw. 

T Dignity;, 
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Dlgnltir, high ftation, or great richtti are 
in ibme (ort ncceSary to old men^ in order to 
keep the younger at a diftance, who are odier- 
wife too apt to infuit them upon the fcore of 
their age. 

£ very man deEres to liye long $ but no man 
would be old. 

Love of flattery in moft men proceeds from 
the mean opinion they haire oi themfelv^s ; 
in women from the contrary. 

If books and laws continue to increaie as 
they have done for fifty, years paft^ I am ia 
fome concern for future ages, now any man 
will be learned, or any man a lawyer* 

Kings aie commonly faid to have totig hands \ 
I wiih they had as long ears. 

Princes in their infancy, childhood, and 
youth, are faid to difcover prodigious parta 
and w«t, to fpeak things tnat wrprife and 
aftontfh: fli*ange, fo many hopeful princes^ 
fo many fliameful kings ! If they happen to 
die young, they would have been prodigies 
of wiftlom and virtue : if they live, they are 
often prodigies indeed, but ot another fort. 

Politics, as the word is commonly under* 
flood, are nothing but corrxiptions, and con- 
lequently of no ufe to a good king, or a good 
miniftry ; for which reafbn courts are fo OTer- 
run with politics. 

SiUfius, the fofter- father of Birrr^ii/, is aU 
ways carried by an afif and has ho/ns on hisr 
%ead. The nioral is, that drunkards art kd 
by fools, and have a great chance^ to be cuck- 
olds. 
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P^tnuii % beautiful good-natured kd^^ .was 
goddefs of love j JunOf a ternbie flurew^ th? 
goddefs of marriage : and they were alwaya 
mortal enemies* 

Tbo& wlio are againft religion, muft needa 
be fools } and therefore vre read <^at/ ^f all 
animaisy God refufed xhtjirfi bom of an afs. 

A very little wk ift valued in a woman, aa 
we are pleafed with a few v^rds fpoken plain 
by a parrot. 

Anict man is a man of nafty ideas. 

JpoiU was held the God of phyfiCy and 
fender of diteafea. Both were brigtaaliy the 
fame trade, and ftill continue. 

Old men and eomtts have been reverenced 
for the iame reafon j their long beards, and 
pretences to foretell events. 

A peribn wai afleed at court, what he 
thought of an ambaflador. and his train, who 
were all -eaAbreidery and lace, full of bows,, 
cringes, and.geftures i he (aid, it was Siidmn*^ 
importation. Gold and apes* 

Thete is a ftory in Paufaniai of a plot for 
betraying of a city difcovered by the braying 
of an ^; the cackling of geefe faved the ca^ 
pitolf and CaSilvie*& confpiracy was difcovered 
by a *wbore, '^htCc are the only three ani- 
mals, as far as I remember, famous in hif- 
tory as evidenas and informers, 

Mofl: forti of diverfion in men^ children, 
and qtHer a^^mals, are an imitation of fight- 
ing. 
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Auguflus meeting an afs ^th a luekj name 
Toretold himfelf good fortunes I meet nianjt 
.a/TeSy but none of them have lucky names. 

If a man makes me keep my diftance, the 
comfort iS) he keeps hid at the fame time. 

Wha can deny tbiit all itien are violent 
lovers of truth, when we fee . them fo po- 
iitive in their errors, which they will main- 
tain out of their zeal to truth, although they 
contracli6l tliemfel ves every day of their lives ? 

That tuas excellently ol^er^ed^ fay I, when 
I read a paflage in an author, where his opi- 
nion agrees with mine. When we diror^ 
there I pronounce him to be mftmhen^ 

Very fiew men, properly fpeaking, live at 
prefeat^ but are providing to live another 
time. 

As untvejfal a pra£lice as lying -is, and as 
eafy one as it fletns, I do not remeniber to 
have heard three good lyars in ' all my cpn- 
verfation, even fibm tbofe who were moft ce» 
kbrated in that faculty. .-^TT^ » ; . 
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